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Marine species have been used for food, medicinal, omamental and other purposes singe the early days
of human history, However, many of these maring species aré now (hreatened with axtinclion because of
habitat destruction and pollution, Crver-gxploitation through internalional irade is also of greal concem, To
maintain sustainable use, their frade must be regulated. These species, such as whales, sea lurlles,
humphead wrasse, seahorses, giani clams and corals, ars classified by the Corvenbion on Internaslional
Trade in Endangerad Species of Wild Fauna and Flora ([CITES) as endangered species and are subject
to trade regulation
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Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance
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The Profaction of Endangered Specles of Animals and Planis Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586, is
the local legisiation which gives effect 1o CITES in Hong Kong®. The Ordinance requires a koence (o be
issued in advance by the Agdculiure, Fishores and Conservation Department (this Department) for the
import, introduction from the sea”, expord, re-export or possession of specimens of a scheduled species,
whather allve, dead, 18 parts or derivalives, Any person conlravening the Boensing requirements of the
Ordinance will be proseculed and is subject o a maximum fine of five million dollars and imprisonmand
for 2 years on conviction
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* CITES has been implemanted in gingé 1976 theough tha énactmeént of Mé Animais and Plants (Prolection
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ol Amimnais and Piants OnSnance, Cap. 586, in December 2006
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® inredudlion fhom (his soa moans b bhng. of Cauts 1o ba brought, nto Hong Kong dneclly from o manns arminsnman
thai i nol under the jrisdction of any slabe.
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The control regime in Hong Kong follows dosely the requiremants under CITES. For Appendis
| species of wild origin, commercial trade is prohibited. Trade in thess species is allowed only in centain
cifcumstances in accordance with CITES and must bo undar a licencs, As for Appendices Il and Il
speacias, a8 licenca s not required for thedr import excepl ve specimens of Appendix Il species of wild
origin, subjoct to the production of a CITES permit and inspection by an authorized officer upen the
landing of the specimen. Possession of Ive specimens of Appendix || species of wild onigin as well as
axport or ra-oxpart of specimans of ony schoduled species must be under o Bcance.
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Amiong the 33,000 endangered species schedulad in the three Appendices, some are MErne speces,
such a8 whales, sea lurles, humphoead wrasse, seahorsas, glant dams and corals
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How are You Affectad?
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In case you oonduct activities involving a schoduled maring species, you should comply with the
licensing requirements in respect of the species.




