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Endangered species in transit must be
accompanied by a valid CITES permit
issued by the CITES Management
Authority of the exporting place at the
time of import. During its stay in Hong
Kong, it must be under the control of an
authorized officer.

In the case of live animals, this Department
must be notified in writing the details
about the shipment at least 3 working
days before the date of the expected
arrival of the animal. If required, the
Director may, by notice published in the
Gazette, specify a number of working days
in substitution for the aforesaid 3 working
days in respect of a scheduled species.
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ach licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment or

keeping premises. Application for a licence must be made
in the specified form to this Department, by fax, email, mail or
in person, supported by documents such as:
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photocopy of import or possession licence issued by this
Department or CITES export permit issued by the place
of last export showing the legal source of the specimen
concerned; and
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photocopy of invoices or related transaction documents.
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Application form could be obtained from this Department
or downloaded from this Department’s website. Normally 2
working days are required for processing an application (or
5 working days in the case of import of live animals). You
have to pay a prescribed fee when you collect the licence.
The issue of a licence is by no means automatic and shipping
or delivery should only be arranged after the relevant licence
has been issued. Licensees must comply with the conditions
stated on a licence.

Scientific Name

Cetacea spp.
Ursidae spp.
Manis spp.
Strigiformes spp.
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Crocodile Meat

Common Name

Whales and dolphins
Bears
Pangolins

Owls

REBDBIR KB , BIGD : Most freshwater turtles, such as

Cuora trifasciata

Orlitia borneensis
Heosemys grandis
Siebenrockiella crassicollis
Amyda cartilaginea

Palea steindachneri
Crocodylia spp.

Varanus spp.

Ptyas mucosus

Naja atra

Andrias spp.

Rhincodon typus
Carcharhinus longimanus
Cetorhinus maximus
Manta spp.
Acipenseriformes spp.

Cheilinus undulatus

[sostichopus fuscus
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Three-striped box turtle
Malayan giant turtle

Giant Asian pond turtle

Black marsh turtle

Southeast Asian softshell turtle
Wattle-necked softshell turtle

Crocodiles
Monitor lizards
Common rat snake
Chinese cobra
Giant salamanders
Whale shark
Oceanic whitetip shark
Basking shark
Manta rays
Sturgeons/caviar
Humphead wrasse

Brown sea cucumber (Ecuador)
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The list below is for reference only. For details of all species
under control, please refer to the Ordinance, which can be
downloaded from the website of this Department.
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Requirements 8 - LHRAER -

[ shipments of endangered species have to be inspected by

an authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen in
Hong Kong, or prior to export or re-export out of Hong Kong. To
ensure that clearance is not to be delayed, the importer or his
agent should notify this Department at least 2 working days in
advance to make an appointment for inspection.
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icences issued under the Ordinance do not in any way exempt

the licensee from the provisions of other legislation. The
licensee should also ensure compliance with the requirements
under other legislation, such as the Public Health (Animals and
Birds) Ordinance (Cap. 139), the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Ordinance (Cap. 169), the Rabies Ordinance (Cap. 421) and the
Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170).
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Endangered Species Protection Division

o3k Address NEEEDES 303 57
EVEBITSE 518
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon
BEERE Fax 23763749
& E-mail hk_cites@afcd.gov.hk
@8 Website www.cites.hk
ZREBEE Hotline 1823
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ild animals have been used for

food since the early days of human
history. Nowadays, however, most people
eat them for their alleged tonic quality, as
delicacy or simply out of curiosity. These
animals include terrestrial animals, birds
as well as freshwater and marine species.
Some animals are traded in live form, such
as owls, freshwater turtles and humphead
wrasse, while others are consumed for their
specific parts, such as caviar of sturgeons,
fin of sharks, and meat of whales, crocodiles,
lizards and snake. The over-exploitation of
some of these animals to meet international
market is of great concern and their trade
is now regulated under the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

! What s CITES?

Convention on
International
Tradein

Endangered
species of Wild
Fauna and Flora
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ITES aims to regulate international trade in

endangered species to protect wildlife from
over-exploitation. It requires control over the import,
introduction from the sea, export and re-export of
the species listed in its three Appendices, including
their readily recognizable parts and derivatives. Since
it was first signed in 1973, there are currently more
than 180 contracting Parties.

BHBA 1,000 BIARBEMIR
FRTEZEZZLENYE -
Over 1,000 species threatened
with extinction which are or may
be affected by trade.
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Over 34,000 species which,
although not necessarily now
threatened with extinction,

may become so unless trade

in specimens of such species

is subject to strict regulation

in order to avoid utilization
incompatible with their survival.
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Species which any Party to CITES
identifies as being subject to
regulation within its jurisdiction
for the purpose of preventing or
restricting exploitation, and as
needing the co-operation of other
Parties in the control of trade.
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Introduction from the sea means to bring, or
cause to be brought, into Hong Kong directly
from a marine environment that is not under
the jurisdiction of any state.

he Protection of Endangered Species

of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the
Ordinance), Cap. 586, is the local legislation
which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong.
The Ordinance stipulates that a licence to
be issued in advance by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department
(this Department) is required for the import,
introduction from the sea*, export, re-export
or possession of specimens of a scheduled
species, whether alive, dead, its parts or
derivatives.

The control regime in Hong Kong follows
closely the requirements under CITES. For
Appendix | species of wild origin, commercial
trade is prohibited. Trade in these species
is allowed only in certain circumstances in
accordance with CITES and must be under a
licence. As for Appendices Il and Ill species, a
licence is not required for their import except
live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild
origin, subject to the production of a CITES
export permit issued by the exporting place
and inspection by an authorized officer upon
the landing of the specimen. Possession of
live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild
origin as well as export or re-export of any
scheduled species must be under a licence.
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Any person contravening the licensing
requirements of the Ordinance will be
prosecuted and is liable to a fine of ten million
HK dollars and imprisonment for 10 years on
conviction.

How are You
A ,_ ected?
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In case you conduct activities involving a
scheduled endangered species, you should
comply with the licensing requirements in respect
of the species.
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Bt % APPENDIX I Y)%&E SPECIES

e The import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export
or possession of Appendix | species requires a licence
issued in advance by this Department.

e Commercial trade in Appendix | species of wild origin is
prohibited and this Department will not issue a licence.

e A licence will be issued only under certain
circumstances in accordance with CITES, e.g. exhibitions
or scientific research. Each licence is valid for one
shipment at one time and in one lot or for one keeping
premises.

e Appendix | animals bred in captivity for commercial
purposes from CITES registered farms are treated as
Appendix Il specimens and therefore subject to the
same control as Appendix Il specimens of wild origin.
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e The import of an Appendix Il species (other than a live
specimen of wild origin) is subject to the production
of a valid CITES export permit issued by the exporting
place and inspection by an authorized officer upon the
landing of the specimen in Hong Kong.

e For import of a live specimen of wild origin or
introduction from the sea of a specimen of an
Appendix Il species, a licence issued in advance by this
Department is also required. Each licence is valid for
one shipment at one time and in one lot.

e The export or re-export of a specimen of an Appendix
Il species requires a licence issued in advance by this
Department. Each licence is valid for one shipment at
one time and in one lot.

e The possession of a live specimen of wild origin of
these species requires a licence, which is issued for each
keeping premises.

e The import of Appendix Il species is subject to the
production of a valid CITES export permit or a certificate
of origin issued by the exporting place and inspection
by an authorized officer upon its landing in Hong Kong.

e The export or re-export of the species requires a licence
issued in advance by this Department.




