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Orchids
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Dendrobium
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Slipper - Cattelya
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rchids are widely exploited as ornamental

plants for their beautiful leaves and elegant
flowers. To protect them from over-exploitation, all
orchids are now listed in CITES Appendices. Some
are highly endangered species such as slipper
orchids (e.g. Paphiopedilum spp.) and are listed in
Appendix |. The others are listed in Appendix Il (e.g.
moth orchids and Cymbidium).
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Succulent Euphorbias
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hese plants can survive long, dry periods by

storing water and using it very economically
and are collectively known as "succulents". Although
euphorbias are distributed worldwide, the succulent
species are mostly found in Africa. Among over 700
species of succulent euphorbias, 10 are included in
Appendix | and the rest are in Appendix Il (e.g. crown
of thorn, Euphorbia neriifolia).
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Aloes
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loes are succulent plants native to Africa and

Madagascar. The plants are highly sought
after as garden and pot plants. All aloes, except
Aloe vera (=Aloe barbadensis), are listed in CITES
Appendices, with 21 species in Appendix | and the
others in Appendix II. Aloe vera, which is commonly
found in cosmetics and pharmaceutical products,
is the only aloe species not subject to CITES
control because it has already been extinct in the
wild.
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acti in general are native to the Americas,

and are especially abundant in desert areas.
Their unique forms, shapes and spines have
made them highly desirable and collectable
as indoor plants. Like orchids, all cacti are
listed in CITES Appendices. Most of them are
in Appendix Il, (e.g. golden barrel cactus), but
some 90 species are included in Appendix | (e.g.
Uebelmannia species.).
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Carnivorous Plants
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arnivorous plants are often found growing on poor

soils. They have insect trapping and digestion ability
to supplement their nutritional needs. The carnivorous
plants that are subject to CITES control include Venus
flytrap (Dionaea muscipula) and pitcher plants (of the
genera Nepenthes and Sarracenia).
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Venus flytrap
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It is generally a requirement of
importing place that any importing
consignment of plants or plant
materials shall be accompanied by

a Phytosanitary Certificate issued by
the exporting place. For details of
phytosanitary certification service

in Hong Kong, please contact
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ome artificially propagated source plants are heavily traded

in the market. CITES does not consider the trade in these
plant specimens as a threat to the survival of the species
in the wild. Common examples are artificially propagated
specimens of hybrids of the genera Cymbidium, Dendrobium,
Phalaenopsis and Vanda when meeting certain criteria. These
plant specimens are currently not under control. Please refer to
the Ordinance for details.
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any species of plants are highly prized for their

horticultural value and are threatened with extinction
due to over-exploitation for international trade. Some 25,000
plant species are now protected under the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES). This leaflet provides information about
the legislative control on the trade and the keeping of these
endangered plants.

HfEiE

BEHIESBERIE 586 Z(REHEBENEY)

WREMRE) (2P - BT CRKY) BIRE -
ZIRPIRRE - NED ~ ReNBsS 1 ~ 80 -~ B0
NEBIHRNPBORE - NmESERL - TRy -
HBDTIEY - WRSBFTBHRERENFEEE (K
F ) BHEETTE -

SBNEARIEARB LR (RK) BURE - BER
MYER | DENREBSIEWRELL - ELYENES R
ERFS (AR R LER VESEST  WRNERE
BB - 2RISR I & - HEORNEEEF
& (REEFELNEE | MBS REIEARRIN)
BABREOMSEENERCRK) £57E - MER
RABRBCERREASESH - EB5REHENMN
%1 PENEEZEAMRBONEHOMTEIEY
& - HWBEEBFIE °

(A EREHNIa i@
REREZZ 1)
EEENnShE ?

he Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586, is the

local legislation which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong. The Ordinance stipulates that a licence to be
issued in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (this Department) is required
for the import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of specimens of a scheduled
species, whether alive, dead, its parts or derivatives.

The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely the requirements under CITES. For Appendix | species of
wild origin, commercial trade is prohibited. Trade in these species is allowed only in certain circumstances
in accordance with CITES and must be under a licence. As for Appendices Il and Il species, a licence is not
required for theirimport except live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild origin, subject to the production
of a valid CITES permit and inspection by an authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen. Possession
of live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild origin as well as export or re-export of any scheduled species
must be under a licence.
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Scientific Name

Agave parviflora

Galanthus spp.

Sternbergia spp.
Pachypodium spp.

Certain
Tillandsia spp.

Cactaceae spp.

Cyathea spp.
Dicksonia spp. *

Cycadaceae spp.
Zamiaceae spp.

Dionaea muscipula
Euphorbia spp.

Aloe spp.

Nepenthes spp.
Sarracenia spp.

Orchidaceae spp.
Cyclamen spp.

Neodypsis decaryi
Beaucarnea spp.
Cyphostemma laza

Certain Adenia spp.
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Common Name
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Santa Cruz striped agave
E5/ 1% Snowdrops

E1E BT Daffodils

ERER B  JPMBER
Elephant’s trunks

RUEANE  ZRE

Certain airplants
{DAZE Cacti

Rk - POHE - WERRBR Tree
ferns

R - EHK Cycads

BBRE - mex
Venus flytrap

PEE K8k Succulent

euphorbias, spurges

BEE Aloes (F"BIERER

& excludes Aloe vera)

BEE BB
Pitcher plants

BA1E Orchids
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Cyclamen

=& Feather palm
SEHRBEE Ponytail palm
RHEBE Laza
HLEHEEE Certain Adenia

Only the populations of the Americas.
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ny person contravening the licensing
requirements of the Ordinance will be
prosecuted and
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n case you conduct activities involving
a scheduled plant species, you should

comply with the licensing requirements in
respect of the species.
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B $% APPENDIX I Y)#& SPECIES

- The import, export, re-export or possession of an Appendix
| plant requires a licence issued in advance by this
Department.

« Commercial trade in an Appendix | plant of wild origin is
not allowed and this Department will not issue a licence.

- Each licence is valid for one shipment at one time and in
one lot or for one keeping premises.

- Examples: certain cacti, certain succulent euphorbias and
slipper orchids.
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+ The import of an Appendix Il plant is subject to the
production of a valid CITES export permit* issued by the
exporting place and inspection by an authorized officer
upon the landing of the specimen in Hong Kong. If itis a
live plant of wild origin, a licence issued in advance by this
Department is also required. Each licence is valid for one
shipment at one time and in one lot.

« The export or re-export of an Appendix Il plant requires a
licence issued in advance by this Department. Each licence
is valid for one shipment at one time and in one lot.

No licence is required for the export of an Appendix

Il plant artificially propagated in Hong Kong if there

is a phytosanitary certificate issued under the Plant
(Importation and Pest Control) Ordinance, Cap. 207, stating
that the specimen is artificially propagated.

.

« The possession of a live plant of wild origin of these
species requires a licence, which is issued for each keeping
premises.

- Examples: certain air plants, cacti*, cycads*, Venus flytrap,
succulent euphorbias*, aloes*, pitcher plants*, orchids*

* Some countries such as the Netherlands, Belgium and
Canada issue phytosanitary certificates which have
endorsements serving as CITES export permits for the
export of artificially propagated Appendix Il plant species.

* Some of the species are listed in Appendix |

« The import of an Appendix Ill plant is subject to the
production of a valid CITES export permit or a certificate of
origin issued by the exporting place and inspection by an
authorized officer upon its landing in Hong Kong.

- Its export or re-export requires a licence issued in advance
by this Department.

« Examples: Himalayan poppy (Meconopsis regia) (Nepal),
thitmin (Podocarpus neriifolius) (Nepal)
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is personally owned or possessed for
non-commercial purposes only; and
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is worn or carried by a person, included
in a person’s personal baggage or forms
part of a household move when the
specimen is being imported, exported or
re-exported.
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he controls under the Ordinance also cover artificially

propagated endangered plants (including hybrids). Plants
of Appendix | species which are artificially propagated for
commercial purposes are treated as of Appendix Il specimens
and therefore subject to the same control as Appendix |l
specimens of wild origin. Moreover, seeds, spores, pollen, and
seedling or tissue cultures obtained in vitro and transported
in sterile containers (e.g. flask seedling of orchids) of some
Appendices Il or Ill species, and cut flowers of artificially
propagated plants of such species are not currently under
control.
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he import, export, re-export or possession of an
endangered plant of “personal or household effects” is
entitled to exemption from licensing requirements if they
meet specific criteria. For the purposes of the Ordinance,
“personal or household effects”means a specimen which -
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However, this exemption does not include tourist items of
live plants which were acquired by a person outside his usual
place of residence and is being taken into Hong Kong or the
person’s usual place of residence. In addition, possession of a
live plant of an Appendix | or Appendix Il species as “personal
or household effects” requires proof that it was legally
acquired.
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photocopy of import or possession
licence issued by this Department or
previous CITES export permit issued
by the exporting place showing
the legal source of the specimen
concerned; and
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photocopy of invoices or related
transaction documents.
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Each licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment
or keeping premises. Application for a licence must be

made in the specified form to this Department, by fax, email,
mail or in person, supported by documents such as:
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Application form can be obtained from this Department
or downloaded from this Department’s website. Normally
2 working days are required for processing an application
(or 5 working days in the case of import of live animals). You
have to pay a prescribed fee when you collect the licence.

The issue of a licence is by no means automatic and
shipping or delivery should only be arranged after the
relevant licence has been issued. Licensees must comply
with the conditions stated on a licence.
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Il shipments of endangered species have to be

inspected by an authorized officer upon the landing
of the specimen in Hong Kong, or prior to export or re-
export out of Hong Kong. To ensure that clearance is not
to be delayed, the importer or his agent should notify this
Department at least 2 working days in advance to make an
appointment for inspection.



