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If an endangered species is subject to licensing control, you
must obtain the required CITES licence or permit prior to
leaving or returning to Hong Kong with it.
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Do not forget to obtain licences / certificates or to comply with
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ome animals and plants are threatened with

extinction because of over-exploitation. The
trade in these species is regulated under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The
control also covers items which are used for
personal purposes, kept as pets, or bought as
souvenirs on a trip abroad, such as ivory, parrots,
tortoises, crocodile skin products, stony coral
skeleton, orchids and cacti.
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ITES aims to regulate international

trade in endangered species to
protect wildlife from over-exploitation.
It requires control over the import and
export of the species listed in its three
Appendices, including their readily
recognizable parts and derivatives.
Since it was first signed in 1973, there
are currently more than 180 contracting
Parties.
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Over 1,000 species threatened with extinction which
are or may be affected by trade. International trade in
Appendix | species for commercial purposes is strictly
prohibited. Import, export and re-export of these
species are only permitted in certain circumstances.
Appendix | animals bred in captivity for commercial
purposes from CITES registered farms and Appendix |
plants artificially propagated for commercial purposes
are treated as Appendix Il species and therefore subject
to the same control as Appendix Il species of wild
origin.

HHBIB 34,000 BENEY) - BLYE BRI HERIREE
8l BUHHEEBSARNER  URILEFNELER
NERLTE  UESERENBR -

Over 34,000 species which, although not necessarily
now threatened with extinction, may become so unless
trade in specimens of such species is subject to strict
regulation in order to avoid utilization incompatible
with their survival.
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Species which any Party to CITES identifies as being
subject to regulation within its jurisdiction for the
purpose of preventing or restricting exploitation, and
as needing the co-operation of other Parties in the
control of trade.
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he Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance),

Cap. 586, is the local legislation which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong. The
Ordinance stipulates that a licence to be issued in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department (this Department) is required for the import, introduction
from the sea, export, re-export or possession of specimens of a scheduled species, whether
alive, dead, its parts or derivatives. The Ordinance also specifies the circumstances under
which no licence is required for trade in certain Appendices Il and Il species, as well as
exemptions for specimens of personal or household effects, including certain tourist
souvenir items, if they meet specific criteria.
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ny person contravening the licensing requirements of
the Ordinance will be prosecuted and
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nder the Ordinance, a specimen shall be treated as part of the “personal or household
effects” of a person if the specimen is:
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personally owned or possessed for non-commercial purposes only; and
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worn or carried by the person, included in his personal baggage or forms part of his
household move when the specimen is being imported, exported or re-exported.
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Exemption from licensing requirement is provided for personal or household effects if they
meet specific criteria, such as:
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import, export and re-export of personal or household effects which were legally
acquired, except live animals. No exemption is provided for giant panda and rhinos.
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possession of personal or household effects except giant panda and rhinos. In the case
of live animals and plants, they must also be legally acquired.
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ersonal effects of tourist souvenir items which were acquired outside the person’s usual
place of residence are provided with similar exemption from licensing requirements as that
of “personal or household effects”, if the items are legally acquired and are either:

® Appendix Ill species (other than live animals); or
® dead specimens or parts or derivatives of Appendix Il species that are NOT:-

* subject to import, export or re-export control by a certain country as notified by it to
CITES Secretariat (e.g. European Union countries and Indonesia have advised that they are
not providing exemption for tourist souvenir items, meaning that a permit is required for
their import and export. It is noted that China has also notified that a permit is required in
mainland China); and

* exceeding the specified limit when subject to quantitative limits (e.g. 4 crocodile
specimens per person, 3 queen conch specimens per person).
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Import, export or re-export of souvenir items not meeting the above criteria for exemption

must fulfill the licensing requirements. For details, please refer to the two Exemption Orders
of the Ordinance.



