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Pels of Endangered Animals are Conhrolled
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Some unusud pets and aquarkum species are sought
for its unigque and extradcrdindry appearance or its ranty. You
may not be aware that some of these animals, such as pasrols, tortoises, certain

freshwater turties, some lizards, Asiatic bony tongue, stony corals and giant clams, ane in danger
of extinction because of over-exploitation. The trade in these spacies is regulated under the
Comvention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
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What is CITES?

CITES = Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora
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CITES aims to regulate international trade in endangeréd species (o protect wildiife from owver-
exploltation. It requines control over the import, export and re-export of the cpecies ted In its theee
Appendices, including thelr readily recognizable parts and derivatives. Since it was first signed in
1973, there are currently 170 contracting Parties,
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Appendix 1 aver B0O species threatened with extinction which are or may be affected
by trade.
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over 32,000 species which, although not necessarily now threatenad
with extinction, may become o unkess trade in specmens of such species
is subject to strick regulation in order to avold utilization incompatible with
thedr survival.
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Appendix IT1 HEE TEEAfSHHRSrEHREnNE -
species which any Party to CITES identifies as being subject to negulation
within its jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or restricting
exploitation, and as needing the co-operation of other Parties in the control
of trade.
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How is CITES implemenied in Hong Kong?
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The Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ocdinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586,
is the local legisiation which gives effect to CITES In Hong Eong®. The Ordinance reguires a licence
to be issued in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Consenvation Department (this Departrment)
for the import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of specimens of
a schoduled species, whitther alive, dead, its parts or derivatives,
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CITES has been implemented in Hong Kong since 1976 through the enactment of the Animals and
Planis [Protection of Endangered Species) Ordinance, Cap. 187, It was repealed and replaced by the
Protection of Endangered Speckes of Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586, in December 2006.
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The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely the requirements under CITES.

For Appendix | species of wild origin, commercial trade is prohibited, Trade in these
species 15 allowed only in certaln crcumstances in accordance with CITES and
mist be under a licence. As for Appendices 11 and TI1 species, a licende & not
réguired for thelr import exoept Ive specimens of Appendic 11 species of wild
origin, subject to the production of a CITES permit and inspection by an
authorired officer upon the landing of the specimen. Possession of e
specimens of Appendix 11 species of wild origin as well a5 export or
re-gxport of any scheduled species must be under a licence.

Penalties for Non-compliance
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ind it snment for 2 years on conviction.
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