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Endangered Plants
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Many species of plants are highly prized for their horticultural value and are threatened with extinction due
to over-exploitation for international trade. Some 25,000 plant species are now protected under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). This leaflet
provides information about the legislative control on the trade and the keeping of these endangered plants.
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How is CITES implemented in Hong Kong?
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The Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586, is the
local legislation which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong#. The Ordinance requires a licence to be issued
in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (this Department) for the import,
introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of specimens of a scheduled species, whether
alive, dead, its parts or derivatives.
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# CITES has been implemented in Hong Kong since 1976 through the enactment of the Animals and Plants (Protection of
Endangered Species) Ordinance, Cap. 187. It was repealed and replaced by the Protection of Endangered Species of
Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586, in December 2006,
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The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely the requirements under CITES. For Appendix |
species of wild origin, commercial trade is prohibited. Trade in these species is allowed only in certain
circumstances in accordance with CITES and must be under a licence. As for Appendices Il and Il
species, a licence is not required for their import except live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild
origin, subject to the production of a CITES permit and inspection by an authorized officer upon the landing
of the specimen. Possession of live specimens of Appendix |l species of wild origin as well as export or
re-export of any scheduled species must be under a licence.

EFEA

Penalties for Non-compliance
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Any person contravening the licensing requirements of the Ordinance will be prosecuted and is liable to a
fine of 5 million dollars and to imprisonment for 2 years on conviction.
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Endangered Plants in Local Market
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| NEREE WiSanta Cruz striped agave Agave parvifiora
1 Snowdrops Galanthus Spp.
i1 f FrDaffodils bergia spp.
PEETEAS © SR~ JEM TR EAiElephant’s trunks Pachypodium spp.
HLUbE A B » Z2RE Certain airplants rtain Tlllandslﬂ spp.
il A St Cacti CACTACEAE spp.
AR « BOHR © R Tree ferns atheaspp. qh
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fikil, » MK Cycads CYCADACEAE spp.
ZAMIACEAE spp.
HHMIGE ~ 4% Venus flytrap Dionaea muscipula
48 Kl Succulent euphorbias, spurges Euphorb/a spp.
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Sarracenia spp.
i M Orehids ORCHIDACEAE spp.
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Only the populations of the Americas.,
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