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Tradional Chinese Medicine (TCM) has been widely used in China for
thousands of years with remedies mainly obtained from nature, Over
the years, many of the animals and plants found in TCM prescriptions
have become andangersd due [0 babital destruction orf
over-gxploltation. Tiger and rhino are the best known examples in this
plight, but many other less wall-known species are Blso facing a drastic
docroass in number.
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Protection of Endangered Specles of Animals and Plants Ordinance
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To ensure the sustainable use of precious natural rescurces, the Profection of Endangered Specles of
Animals and Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance). Cap. 586, the local legislation which gives affed to
CITES in Hong Kong, has bean implamentec®, The Ordinance requires a bicence to be issued in
advance by the Agriculiure, Fisherdes and Conservation Depariment (this Department) for the import,
introduction from the sea, export, re-export or passassion of specimens of a scheduled species. whather
alive, dead, pars of derivatives (intheding madstings).
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# CITES has beon implementod in Hong Kong since 1576 theough the enactment of the Animals and Plants (Protection
of Endangered Species) Ordnance, Cap, 187, Il was repoaled and replaced by the Protection of Endangered Spoecas of
Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 565, in Decamber 20046,
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The controd regime in Hong Kong follows closaly the requirements undar CITES. For Appandix | species
of wild origin, commercial frade is prohibited. Trade in thesa species is allowed only in certain
cifcumslances in accordance with CITES and musl be under a licence, As for Appendices || and 11l
species, a licence is not required for their import except live specimens of Appendix i species of wild
origin, subject to the production of a CITES permil and inspacton by an authonzed officer upon tha
landing of the specimen, Possession of lve specimens of Appendix || species of wild origin as well as
axpod of re-export of specimens of any scheduled speces musl be under a licence.
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Penaltias for Non-compliance
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HHEEE?
How are You Affected?
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In case you conduct aclivilies involving endangered species as herbal medicines or proprietary
medicings containing such ingredients, you should comply with the licensing rqu-qmu EEp
the species.
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Appendix | Species
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- The import, expori, re-axporl or
possession of herbal medicines or
propristary medicines derived from
Appendix | species of wild origin
{e.g. figer bone and rhinc hom)
requires a licence issued in advance
by this Deparment. However, the
commercial irade in these species s
banned and this Department will not
Isswe a licenca,
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Mush pod snd grain (App K1)
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- Herbal medicings or proprietary medicines derived fram anifically
propagated or captive bred Appendix | plant and animal species (such
a% costus rodl) lor commercial purposes ang healed as things made from Appendix || species il there s
evidence showing that the species ane artificially propagated or bred in caplivity.
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- Some spedies are kstad in both Appendices | & |I. Harbal medicings or
proprietary medicines derved from these species (such as musk or
bear gall bladder) are deemed as Appendix | products unless thera is
evidence showing thal they are not oniginated from Appendix | species
(e.g. the medicines are accompanied with CITES export permit showing
that the species tharein ana listed in Appendix I).




