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To Whom It May Concern:

Invitation for comments on the draft '"Measures for the Administration of

Imported Wood Packaging Material"' of the People’s Republic of China (PRC)

I refer to our letter dated 15 April 2005 on the subject “The People’s
Republic of China (PRC) announces quarantine requirements on imported wood
packaging material”, which promulgates the PRC’s implementation of the
International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures No.15 “Guidelines for Regulating
Wood Packaging Material in International Trade” of the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) and her new phytosanitary requirement on imported wood
packaging material which will come into effect from 1 January 2006. You may

review the letter at our departmental website:
http://www.afcd.gov.hk/quarantine/pprd/plant/swpm/ltr_20050415_e.pdf

The General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and
Quarantine (AQSIQ) of the PRC has recently drafted the "Measures for the
Administration of Imported Wood Packaging Material" (the Draft). Section 15 of
the Draft details the measures for administering wood packaging of transshipment
goods imported into the Mainland from Hong Kong. A brief account of Section 15

is summarized below:

1.  The wood packaging of transshipment goods which fails to meet the requirement
of the AQSIQ on recognized phytosanitary treatment and marking may be
treated and marked in Hong Kong by companies approved by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD)".

' Nine fumigators in Hong Kong have been approved by this Department to conduct methyl bromide
fumigation. A regulatory framework and a marking system have also been established to ensure the
wood packaging material treated by these companies meets the PRC and international standards.
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The wood packaging of transshipment goods which fails to meet the requirement
of the AQSIQ and cannot be removed from the transportation may be treated by
a Hong Kong inspection organization approved by the AQSIQ. The Mainland
authority on inspection and quarantine will accept the application for quarantine
clearance which is made with the certificates issued by the approved inspection

organization.

To speed up quarantine clearance, the owner or his agent may apply for a
confirmation on the state of use of wood packaging in his transshipment goods
from a Hong Kong inspection organization approved by the AQSIQ. (Section 5
of the Draft states that the owner or his agent should apply to the Mainland
authority on inspection and quarantine for quarantine clearance if wood
packaging is used in his imported goods. They should declare to the Mainland
authority on inspection and quarantine if no wood packaging is used in his

imported goods.)

For details of Section 15 and the other measures in the Draft, please refer to Appendix

L

The PRC will receive comments on the Draft before mid-October 2005.  If

you have any comments on the Draft, please write to our Plant and Pesticides
Regulatory Division before 12 October 2005 (Fax: 2736 9904; email:
plantlic@afcd.gov.hk). Should there be any queries, please feel free to call us at

2150

Encl.

7000.

Yours faithfully,

/

(Edward W.8. LOK)

R

for Director of Agriculttse] Fisheries and Conservation
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