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AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT
Permit Terms for the Transhipment of Ostriches by Air
Terms to be complied with fully by the permittee

The permittee must notify the Import & Export Officer during office hours (Tel. 21821001/fax;: 27698600) at least two working days in
advance of the anticipated time of arrival. Failure to do so may result in delay in the inspection and release of the animals/birds.
The ostriches must be transported by the fastest and most direct route from the exporting country/place to or through Hong Kong as
MANIFEST CARGO without stopover unless prior consent is obtained from this Department in advance. The consignment shall be
accompanied by a veterinary surgeon or personnel experienced in the caring of ostriches. Injured or distressed animals must not continue
their journey to Hong Kong until the veterinary surgeon certifies that they have received rest and treatment and are fit to travel.
The birds must not stay in Hong Kong for longer than 8 hours whilst they are in transit.
The birds must be carried and caged (with labels) in accordance with the current Live Animals Regulations of IATA (International Air
Transport Association) and in such a way as to ensure humane management at all times.
Male birds must be in a compatible group or otherwise shipped in separate compartments.
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance, Cap. 169, the Public Health (Animals & Birds) Ordinance, Cap. 139, Protection of
Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586 and all other relevant legislation must be fully complied with.
The birds must be accompanied by a valid health certificate issued by a veterinary officer in full time employment of the government of the
exporting country/place. The details of rank, address, telephone number of the veterinary officer should be provided. The health certificate
should be dated not more than 5 days before departure from that country/place and must include the following certification in English or
Chinese: -.

i that he (the veterinary officer) inspected the birds not more than 5 days prior to departure from the country/place of origin;

ii. the quantity and types of birds inspected, with full scientific names (genus and species);

iii. the name and address of the premises or the farm or other establishment from which birds are being brought into Hong Kong;

iv. the birds at the time of examination were healthy, showed no clinical signs of infectious and contagious diseases, were free from
injuries, and were fit to travel to Hong Kong;
V. the birds have not been kept at premises or at a farm or other establishment where there is serological or virological evidence of

H5 avian influenza virus infection having occurred within the 180 days immediately preceding the day on which the health
certificate was issued;

Vi. the birds have been kept segregated from other birds for 14 days prior to the export, and have all remained clinically normal
during this period;

Vii. during the segregation period at term (vi) above, all birds, or a sample of birds forming a portion of all birds (at a sample rate of
not less than birds) were subject to a diagnostic test for H5 avian influenza virus and the test result was negative.

One or more of the following tests can be performed. (For detail of the method, please refer to "OIE Manual of Standards for
Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines”)[ “OIE” is the Office International des Epizooties.] :-
(@) VIROLOGY test using cloacal swabs or fresh faecal specimens. After culture, it was shown to be negative for H5 avian
influenza virus. This test should be carried out within 14 days prior to export to Hong Kong.
(Note: a negative test result for avian influenza virus will be accepted as evidence that the birds are free from H5
infection).
(b) SEROLOGY tests using Haemagglutination Inhibition Tests and a H5 avian influenza antigen (if sufficient blood can be
obtained). This test should be carried out within 5 days prior to export to Hong Kong. The test result was negative.
Viii. The birds have not been in the last 30 days:
(a) in any area infected with West Nile Virus; or
(b) within 100 miles / 160 km of any area where infection with West Nile Virus has occurred in the past 3 months.
The original copy of laboratory reports relating to 7(vii) above should accompany the birds on arrival. The reports should include the detail
of the test performed and result of the test. The test should be done in a government laboratory in the exporting country/place or in an
officially approved laboratory.
Every shipment should be accompanied by a certificate of origin issued by the government authority of the country/place of origin.
The permittee must comply with all import requirements of the destination country/place before the birds leave the country/place of origin.
The ostriches must be treated with an ecto-parasiticide by a qualified veterinary surgeon before departure.
In  cases where the duration of the journey from the breeding farm to the port of embarkation is unduly long, the birds must be allowed to
receive adequate rest and treatment in a transit-farm and they must be certified fit to travel by a veterinary surgeon before they can
continue with their onward journey. The birds should not be at any time exposed to extreme temperature changes during the journey.
The granting of this special permit CANNOT be construed as a waiver by the Licensing Authority to import scheduled animals and birds
listed under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586.
A private veterinary surgeon must have been appointed well before the arrival of the birds to provide instant veterinary care and attention to
the birds whilst they are in transit.
The permittee must provide evidence to this Department at least 24 hours in advance that all arrangement for the transhipment of the birds
in Hong Kong is satisfactory and in place before their arrival.
The permittee shall allow authorized officers of Agriculture and Fisheries Department to take samples from the birds on arrival for
laboratory testing if necessary. Sampling of the birds may involve plucking of feathers. Permittee shall provide every possible assistance in
restraining the birds, taking the bird out of the cages and plucking of feathers.
In the event of birds being directed to the AFD Airport Animal Hostel under official escort, the permittees (or agent) will be required to
provide transport for the transfer to and from the said Hostel and to pay the hostel accommodation fees. Without prejudice to other terms of
this permit, payment of these fees must be effected before release can be obtained.
The permittee must ensure that incoming and outgoing plane arrives in time and has suitable facilities to transport the birds to the
destination countries.
The off-loading and re-loading of birds must be carried out under the supervision of an authorized officer of the Agriculture & Fisheries
Department. If official escort is required, staff costs involved in escorting will be charged to the permittee.
Access to the birds by the public is prohibited.
The permittee shall be responsible for all expenses and compensation due to any detention, related treatment, transport, escort of the
ostriches and to any injury or death or damage to property caused by the ostriches in Hong Kong.
Failure to comply with the terms stipulated above, the birds may be seized and forfeited under Section 8 of Public Health (Animals
and Birds) Ordinance, Cap. 139 and the permittee/owner may be prosecuted.
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