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AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT
Permit Terms for the Importation of Disability Assistance Dogs

The permittee must notify the Duty Officer of Import & Export Section during office hours (Airport Office Tel. (852) 2182
1001; Fax. (852) 2769 8600 or E-mail foii_airport@afcd.gov.hk / Border Office (852) 2673 4443; Fax (852) 2652 5296) at
least 24 hours in advance of the anticipated time of arrival.

The dog must accompany the disabled person on entry to Hong Kong. The animals must be transported by the fastest
and most direct route from the exporting country/place to or through Hong Kong as MANIFESTED CARGO, unless
approval on in-cabin transportation has been granted in advance.

The dog must be carried in such a way as to ensure humane management at all times.

The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Ordinance Cap. 169, the Public Health (Animals and Birds) Ordinance Cap.139,
the Rabies Ordinance Cap. 421, the Dogs and Cats Ordinance Cap. 167 and all other relevant legislation must be fully
complied with.

The dog must not be pregnant and must be identified by microchip.

Fighting dogs as listed in Schedule 1 of the Dangerous Dogs Regulation, Cap.167 sub. Leg. D, such as Pit Bull Terrier,
Dogo Argentino, Japanese Tosa and Fila Braziliero and their crossbreeds must not be imported.

The dog must be vaccinated against rabies less than one year but more than 30 days prior to export with an inactivated
vaccine.

The dog must be tested for rabies neutralisation antibody titre (RNATT) at least 180 days prior to entry to Hong Kong.
The result must be 0.5 IU/ml or greater. This laboratory result is valid for 12 months.

On arrival, the dog must be accompanied by the following certification, completed in English or Chinese:

(A separate certificate should be issued for each dog.)

(a) Animal Health ® Dated not more than 14 days before the departure, certifying that the dog is free from any
Certificate clinical signs of infectious or contagious disease, fit to travel, free of any quarantine
restrictions imposed by the government authority of the country/place of export, and is not
pregnant and has been effectively treated within 14 days of movement for internal and
external parasites. We recommend that the dog is on a heartworm prevention program
before entry to Hong Kong.
® The certificate must be positively correlated to the animals being certified by including the
identifying microchip details.

(b) Rabies Antibody Certifying that the dog has been tested for rabies neutralisation antibody titre (RNATT) at

Test Certificate least 180 days prior to entry to Hong Kong. The result must be 0.5 IU/ml or greater. This
laboratory result is valid for 12 months. The laboratory report must include the date the
sample was collected and the microchip number of the dog.

(c) Anti-rabies Certifying that the dog has been vaccinated against rabies less than one year and more than
Vaccination 30 days prior to departure. In the case of primary vaccination the dog was at least 90 days
Certificate old when vaccinated. A copy of the history of vaccination records should be attached to this

document.

(d) Vaccination Certifying that the dog has been fully vaccinated against canine distemper, infectious canine
Certificate hepatitis and canine parvovirus not less than 14 days and not more than 1 year before

coming to Hong Kong.

® A combined Animal Health, Rabies Antibody Test and Vaccination Certificate is acceptable. The certificates must
be signed and stamped by EITHER a full time salaried government veterinary officer OR a registered veterinary
surgeon and endorsed by a full time salaried government veterinary officer. To facilitate correct certification, an
Animal Health Certificate (Form no. : VC-dad), issued together with the permit or equivalent should be used. (A
separate certificate should be issued for each individual dog.)

® The Animal Health Certificate, Rabies Antibody Test Certificate and Vaccination Certificate must apply to a single
dog.

Dogs of 5 months of age or older will be vaccinated against rabies on arrival and again prior to release from quarantine
where appropriate; dogs will be licensed and microchipped (AVID encrypted transponder with an alphanumeric code in
the format of AVID*XXX*XXX*XXX) in accordance with Cap. 421 sub. leg. A ( Rabies Regulation) at the expense of the
permittee or agent before release.

Whenever the Veterinary Officer considers it necessary, the permittee or his agent must ensure that the dog is promptly
examined and treated by a private veterinary surgeon at the expense of the permittee or his agent.

In the event of the dog being directed, under official escort, to the AFCD Airport Animal Hostel or the approved Animal
Management Centre, the permittee or his agent will be required to provide suitable transport and pay the prescribed
accommodation fees. Without prejudice to other terms and conditions of this permit, payment of any fees must be
effected before the dog can be released.

Note: Failure to comply with the requirements, as stipulated above, may render the animals liable to be rejected to the

country/place of export or quarantine for a period determined by the Senior Veterinary Officer at the cost and risk of the
permitee. The permittee may be prosecuted.
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