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The fisheries industry contributes greatly to

Hong Kong through a steady supply of fresh
fish to the local market. In 2001, the capture
and mariculture fisheries constituted about

31 per cent of seafood consumed in Hong

Kong. On the other hand, pond fish farms
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STATE OF FISHERIES INDUSTRY

The fisheries industry contributes greatly to Hong Kong
through a steady supply of fresh fish to the local market.
In 2001, the capture and mariculture fisheries
constituted about 31 per cent of seafood consumed
in Hong Kong. On the other hand, pond fish farms
produced about six per cent of freshwater fish
consumption.

The capture fishing industry comprises more than
5 100 fishing vessels and about 11 560 fishermen,
representing 0.36 per cent of the territory’s total work
force. The main fishing methods are trawling, long-
lining, hand-lining, gill-netting and purse-seining with
most of the total catch obtained through trawling. The
number of fishing vessels by type is shown in Appendix
4. The industry harvests about 90 per cent of its catch
from waters outside Hong Kong. In 2001, the industry
produced an estimated 174 000 tonnes of fish products.
About 97 000 tonnes were consumed in Hong Kong.
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Shrimp trawler

Marine fish culture involves rearing marine fish in cages
suspended by floating rafts in sheltered coastal areas.
There are 26 fish culture zones (Appendix 5) occupying
a sea area of 209 hectares with about 1 370 licensed
operators. Most licensed operations are small and
family-based, with farm size averaging about 240
square metres. Production in 2001 was an estimated
2 470 tonnes, or about 13 per cent of the locally
consumed live marine fish.

Most inland ponds are located in northwest New
Territories. These ponds, covering 1 059 hectares,
produced 2 550 tonnes of freshwater fish in 2001. Most
ponds practise polyculture of carps mixed with tilapia
or grey mullet. The remaining ponds carry out
monoculture of snakehead or catfish. However, many
coastal ponds are converted to monoculture of brackish
species such as scat, seabream and pampano to reap
better profit.
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AFCD staff releasing fish fingerlings
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WORK OF FISHERIES BRANCH

» To provide financial and technical support to fishermen and fish
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Fingerlings are
tagged for
underwater observation

farmers for promoting the development of the fisheries industry;
» Toenforce legislation to regulate and manage the fisheries industry;

» To plan and implement projects for the conservation of fisheries resources, including
the Artificial Reefs Programme; and

» To provide technical and administrative support to the Fish Marketing Organisation.

RELEASE OF FISH FINGERLINGS

Releasing fish fingerlings to enhance and restore fisheries resources has been practised
in many parts of the world. It is also a fisheries management measure most acceptable
to fishermen.

Some 12 000 green groupers and 19 000 red shapper fingerlings were released by the
department in Yan Chau Tong and Hoi Ha Wan Marine Parks in October 2001 to assess
the cost-effectiveness and suitability of adopting fish fingerlings release as a fisheries
resource enhancement measure in Hong Kong waters.

To facilitate monitoring work, the fingerlings were
tagged with underwater observation being
conducted at regular intervals for one year. The
AFCD would also assess the effect of selected
species in enhancing the local fisheries resources
and its impact on wild stock and the ecosystem.
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Released red snapper
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AQUACULTURE
Red tide monitoring

Red tide (or harmful algal bloom) and water quality have great impacts on the
mariculture operations in Hong Kong. Under the current phytoplankton monitoring
programme, water samples are taken every week from 11 fish culture zones
and five off-shore stations bi-weekly to detect harmful algal species and
development of red tides.

During the year, 36 red tide incidents were recorded in Hong Kong waters.
Two red tides which occurred at fish culture zones were caused by harmful
algae. Fish farmers were alerted and took precautionary measures by relocating
the fish rafts out of the red tide affected area. Only a few cultured fish more
sensitive to the harmful algae were killed in isolated fish farms. In another 18
incidents which occurred near fish culture zones, fish farmers were advised
to guard against oxygen depletion.

To enhance the capability and efficiency in red tide monitoring, a computerised
system was installed in May 2001. Using Geographic Information System (GIS)
technology, the department can detect the spatial and temporal distribution
of red tides and quickly analyse their possible movement for accurate early
warning. In addition, the system can analyse red tide occurrence against
different environmental parameters, resulting in better understanding of the
causes of red tides. Also, this system enables the public to browse and search
interactively the locations of recent red tide incidents in Hong Kong waters
through the department’'s website.
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Fish Health Inspection and Promotion

Fish disease has been a difficult problem faced by fish farmers. The AFCD
provides assistance in disease diagnosis and advice on treatment measures
upon request. In Hong Kong, fish disease outbreaks are mainly caused by
pathogenic bacteria or parasitic protozoa as well as problems related to water
quality and husbandry practice of fish farms. Under the Fish Health Inspection
Programme, fish farms are visited to facilitate early detection of disease
outbreaks and to advise fish farmers on good husbandry techniques and
disease prevention measures. A mariculturist calendar was prepared and
distributed to all mariculturists to remind them to carry out aeration during the
period prone to oxygen depletion.

Potential New Species for Culture

To provide more species for culture and to increase competitiveness, suitable
new species with good market potential are identified for promotion to farmers.
Humpback grouper is found to have a good potential for culture in Hong Kong.
The fingerlings grow well in the cage culture environment. Further studies are
being conducted to enhance the survival of humpback grouper during winters.
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Culture trial of giant grouper for introduction to mariculturists
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Exhibition featuring Hong Kong's fisheries industry
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STUDY ON OFFSHORE FISHING

As fisheries resources in traditional fishing grounds have been on the decline and more
fishermen wish to go fishing in more distant waters, the AFCD has commissioned a consultancy
study to look into the technical and financial feasibility of developing an offshore fishing
industry. The study is expected to complete by September 2002.

SUPPORT AND EXTENSION

Financial assistance and technical support are provided to fishermen and fish farmers.
Loans are available from the five fisheries loan funds, namely the Fish Marketing Organisation
Loan Fund, the Fisheries Development Loan Fund, the Kadoorie Agricultural Aid Loan Fund,
the World Refugee Year Loan Fund and the Co-operative for American Relief Everywhere
Loan Fund.

Mainland fisheries authorities implemented the fishing moratorium in the South China Sea
in June and July this year again to conserve fisheries resources, affecting about 1 400 Hong
Kong fishing vessels. To help relieve fishermen’s hardship as a result of the fishing moratorium,
special loans of $30,000 each were made available under the Fish Marketing Organisation
Loan Fund. A total of 263 loans amounting to $7.87 million were made this year. During the
fishing moratorium, the department worked with mainland authorities to organise seminars
on the mainland’s fisheries management measures, and arranged vocational training classes
for raising fishermen’s awareness in fisheries management and conservation, and for
upgrading their skills in vessel operation.

The Marine Department, Hong Kong Police and Fire Services Department implemented
special berthing arrangements, strengthened patrols and enhanced publicity to ensure safety
and order in typhoon shelters.

Some 4 180 deckhand permits were issued under the Mainland Fishermen Deckhands
Scheme to about 1 140 eligible operators of fishing and fish transportation vessels to alleviate
their manpower shortage.
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FISHERIES EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES
Hong Kong Fish Net

The department has launched a website, the Hong Kong Fish Net (www.hk-
fish.net/), with an aim to raising public awareness on the fisheries resources
in Hong Kong and the need of conserving these resources. The website covers
topics including different types of local fishing vessels, common species of
live seafood consumed in Hong Kong and coral reef fish trade. It also contains
the "Hong Kong Marine Fish Database" which is the first database with photos
and scientific information of over 1 000 marine fishes in Hong Kong.

Marine Fish Calendar

This hand-drawn marine fish calendar aims to enhance public awareness on
conserving fisheries resources through the concept of "L earn-a-Fish-a-Week".
Fifty-two marine fishes in colourful pictures and simple description are featured
in the 52 weeks in the year.
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Marine fish calendar






