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The Inspection and Quarantine Branch
provides veterinary laboratory services,
conducts farm inspection, promotes animal

welfare and implements control of pesticides.
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MBEMIADERINERES
Calendar cards to publicise the
message of import control of animals
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WORK OF INSPECTION AND QUARANTINE BRANCH

» To provide veterinary laboratory services such as tests for livestock and fish diseases
and drug residues;

« To issue livestock keeping licences and conduct farm inspection;

« To prevent abuse of chemicals in food animals through legislation enforcement and
facilitating access to proper chemicals;

» To promote animal welfare and reduce stray animal nuisance; and

« To regulate pesticides.

FARM LICENSING AND INSPECTIONS

All farms raising pigs and poultry must have a livestock keeping licence. This requirement
is introduced to ensure good hygiene conditions and to minimise undesirable impact of
livestock farms on the environment. To have a livestock keeping licence, a farmer must
install and operate appropriate facilities to treat livestock waste according to strict discharge
standards. Livestock keeping licences also contain provisions relating to the protection of
public health and include a number of conditions relating to the control and prevention of
avian influenza.

All livestock farms are inspected regularly, particularly those known to have discharged
waste illegally or those where waste treatment practices had caused nuisance to surrounding
communities. Actions would also be taken against farmers keeping livestock illegally.

New livestock keeping licence conditions were introduced during 2001-02 to help prevent
highly pathogenic avian influenza. These included measures to prevent the transportation
of poultry from markets back to farms, restricting the maximum number of livestock on farms
and preventing the sale of chickens directly to retail stalls.
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Metal cages and plastic feeders are installed at a chicken farm to
upgrade hygiene level
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BEICRR

General bacterial culture from animal specimens

Due to the suspected role of quail in the genesis of highly pathogenic avian
influenza virus, market stalls are not allowed to sell quail together with other
live poultry. Quail farmers who chose to cease business as a result were eligible
for ex-gratia payment.

During the year, a total of 560 verbalwarnings and 164 written warnings were
issued to licensed farmers and four prosecutions were made for illegal keeping
of livestock.
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NEW VETERINARY LABORATORY

After being relocated to the Tai Lung Experimental Station in Sheung Shui on 4 January 2002,
the Castle Peak Veterinary Laboratory is now renamed the Tai Lung Veterinary Laboratory. It
continues to provide laboratory testing services and monitors for the presence of specified
diseases (such as Avian Influenza in chickens, Foot-and-Mouth Disease in pigs, and Vibriosis
in mariculture fish), and chemical residues in livestock and fish.

REGULATION ON FEEDING CHEMICALS TO FOOD ANIMALS

A new regulation - Public Health (Animals and Birds) (Chemical Residues) Regulation - to
prevent the improper use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals in food animals - came
into effect in December 2001. This regulation aims to tackle the problem of clenbuterol-
tainted pork products and to reduce the chance of meat products containing antibiotics.

Under the new regulation, it is an offence to possess any of the seven prohibited chemicals,
any livestock feed containing these seven chemicals or to keep food animals containing
residues of these chemicals. The chemicals - avoparcin, clenbuterol, chloramphenicol,
dienoestrol, diethylstilboestrol, hexoestrol and salbutamol - are banned because of the serious
risk they pose to man. Farmers supplying contaminated pigs would be ordered to withhold
their stock and contaminated pigs be forfeited. In total, 11 suspension orders were issued
during the year.

The new regulation also imposes the maximum residue limits for 10 antimicrobial compounds
used in livestock production to treat sick animals. Livestock farmers are provided with training
in the proper use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals together with a handbook highlighting
preventive measures. On the
whole, the number of tainted pork
cases dropped significantly after
the new regulation was passed.
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A breeding pig at Ta Kwu Ling Pig Breeding Centre
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HYEIENE T RENERSEBASH
Animal management worker checking if a dog is microchipped
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RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP

Promotion of responsible pet ownership has always been a major task for the department
and there is no exception for the year 2001-02. One of the major achievements of the
department during the year was to enhance the rate of rehoming captured or surrendered
dogs and cats.

The AFCD launched a month-long publicity programme in October 2001 to increase awareness
on the need to obtain permits for imported pets. In addition, a display on responsible pet
ownership was mounted in January. The department's Animal Welfare Advisory Group
(AWAG) meets regularly to discuss matters relating to animal welfare in Hong Kong. AWAG
had formed an education sub-committee to take forward ideas on enhancing publicity on
issues relating to animal care and responsible pet ownership.

CONTROL ON PESTICIDES

To strengthen the control on pesticides, the department had proposed a revamped scheme to
register pesticides on a product approach and a new licensing system for pest control companies
and other pesticide users. During the consultation process, the proposals had the general support
of the public and the trade. Many constructive feedbacks were received and incorporated to
refine the proposals. Drafting process for the amendment of legislation has begun and the
department is working closely with the policy bureau and other concerned departments to put
in place a practicable system. To prepare for the implementation of the new regulatory system,
a market survey was conducted to update the available pesticide products and samples collected
for laboratory analysis. A comprehensive survey on all pest control companies in the territory
has also been undertaken to establish a database for future liaison.

Statistics on pesticides control are shown in Appendix 8.
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Snares are buried onto the ground to catch stray dogs
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AFCD officers inspecting plants imported for the Hong Kong Disneyland project

PLANT QUARANTINE CONTROL

To prevent the introduction and spread of harmful plant pests and diseases, inspections
are conducted on imported and exported plant commodities. During the year, more countries
imposed phytosanitary requirements on shipments containing wood packing materials to
prevent the spread of insect pests, including Asian longhorn beetles and pinewood nematodes.
Joining the international front in addressing this concern, the department undertook similar
measures locally. Export trade is facilitated through the issue of phytosanitary certificates.
The number of phytosanitary certificates issued on wood packing material for export to Brazil
and the European Community was growing. Statistics on plant import control and plant health
service are shown in Appendix 7.

The department expects a substantial demand for plant quarantine service by the Hong
Kong Disneyland scheduled to open in 2005. To enable timely importation of landscaping
plants for the project, close liaison has been established with the project managers, government
departments and landscape contractors concerned.





