In Transit
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Endangered species in transit must be accompanied by a CITES

permit issued by the CITES Management Authority of the exporting
place at the time of import. During its stay in Hong Kong, it must

be under the control of an authorized officer.
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In the case of live animals, this Department must be notified in writing the details

about the shipment at least 3 working days before the date of the expected
arrival of the animal. If required, the Director may, by notice published in

the Gazette, specify a number of working days in substitution
for the aforesaid 3 working days in respect of a scheduled species.
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How to Apply for a Licence?
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Each licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment or keeping premises. Application for a licence must be made in
the specified form to this Department, by e-form, fax, mail or in person, supported by documents such as:
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photocopy of import or possession licence issued by this Department or CITES export permit issued by the place of last
export showing the legal source of the specimen concerned;
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photocopy of invoices or related transaction documents.
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Application form could be obtained from this Department or downloaded from this Department's website. Normally 2 working
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days are required for processing an application (or 5 working days in the case of import of live animals). You have to pay a
prescribed fee when you collect the licence.
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The issue of a I|cence is by no means automatic and s or delnvery should only be arranged after the ele
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i Inspection Requirements
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All shipments of endangered species have to be inspected by an authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen

in Hong Kong, or prior to export or re-export out of Hong Kong. To ensure that clearance is not to be delayed, the importer

or his agent should notify this Department at least 2 working days in advance to make an appointment for inspection.
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Other Licensing Requirements
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Licences issued under the Ordinance do not in any way exempt the hcensee




