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Pets of Endangered Animals are Conirolled
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Some unusual pets and aquarium species are sought
for its unique and extraordinary appearance or its rarity. You
may not be aware that some of these animals, such as parrots, tortoises, certain

freshwater turtles, some lizards, Asiatic bony tongue, stony corals and giant clams, are in danger
of extinction because of over-exploitation. The trade in these species is regulated under the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
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What is CITES?

CITES = Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora
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CITES aims to regulate international trade in endangered species to protect wildlife from over-
exploitation. It requires control over the import, export and re-export of the species listed in its three
Appendices, including their readily recognizable parts and derivatives. Since it was first signed in
1973, there are currently 170 contracting Parties.
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Appendix I over 800 species threatened with extinction which are or may be affected
by trade.
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over 32,000 species which, although not necessarily now threatened

with extinction, may become so unless trade in specimens of such species
is subject to strict regulation in order to avoid utilization incompatible with
their survival.
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species which any Party to CITES identifies as being subject to regulation
within its jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or restricting
exploitation, and as needing the co-operation of other Parties in the control
of trade.

Penalties for Non-compliance
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i-low is CITES implemented in Hong Kong?
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The Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586,
is the local legislation which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong#. The Ordinance requires a licence
to be issued in advance by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (this Department)
for the import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of specimens of
a scheduled species, whether alive, dead, its parts or derivatives.
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CITES has been implemented in Hong Kong since 1976 through the enactment of the Animals and
Plants (Protection of Endangered Species) Ordinance, Cap. 187. It was repealed and replaced by the
Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586, in December 2006.

EENERNEAREZR (QKQ) WRE -BENWEIYENHEEZEHEL - BLEYEN
BZRAENE (AH) WREBRTETEST LAXEEREHIRE - ZRIFEIRIIYE - &
EDTm—JEu‘F—hﬁ G B B A2 B0 B 611 1D A8 0 BR IR AN BR S ) 151,\53'/1'\ (AR HERFRE - A
RASRESEREAESSR - EARBBENMNSIYENEERALRH OMEB M A FRE 5 8
WE - BUEERFARE -

The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely the requirements under CITES.

For Appendix I species of wild origin, commercial trade is prohibited. Trade in these
species is allowed only in certain circumstances in accordance with CITES and
must be under a licence. As for Appendices II and III species, a licence is not
required for their import except live specimens of Appendix II species of wild
origin, subject to the production of a CITES permit and inspection by an
authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen. Possession of live
specimens of Appendix II species of wild origin as well as export or
re-export of any scheduled species must be under a licence.
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