More Endangered Species are brought into Control
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New Amendments

In view of the amendments to the Appendices adopted at the 17" Meeting of
the Conference of the Parties (CoP17) to the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) held in Johannesburg,
South Africa in 2016, corresponding amendments have been made to the local
legislation, the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants
Ordinance (Cap. 586) to give effect to the changes adopted by the CITES
(please refer to Annexes 1 and 2 for some major amendments). The new
controls come into operation on 1 November 2018. When the new controls
take effect, all the newly listed species will be subject to licensing control and
their import, export/re-export and possession requires a licence issued in
advance by AFCD, unless exempted or otherwise specified.
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Control in Hong Kong

The controls in Hong Kong under Cap. 586 are summarized as follows:

® Appendix | species, all commercial import, export/re-export is prohibited,
except in certain circumstances in accordance with CITES (e.g. scientific
research, or that the concerned specimens were bred in captivity from
CITES registered farms) and must be under a CITES licence.

® Appendices Il species, a valid CITES export permit issued by the
exporting place is required for import of Appendix Il species into Hong
Kong. A valid import licence issued by AFCD is also required if the
specimen is a live specimen of wild origin.

® Appendix Il species, to import the species into Hong Kong, a valid
CITES export permit is required for specimen originated from the place of
proponent, otherwise, a certificate of origin for specimen originated from
other places.

® Possession of any specimen of Appendix | species and live specimens of
Appendix Il species of wild origin for commercial purposes, as well as
export or re-export of specimens of any scheduled species must be under a
licence.

® All shipments must be inspected by an authorized officer upon the landing
and before export or re-export of the specimens.
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Penalty
Any person contravening the licensing requirements of the Ordinance will be

prosecuted and is liable to a fine of ten million Hong Kong dollars,
imprisonment for 10 years and forfeiture of the specimens on conviction.



