To protect our natural environnment, please follow the following
codes during outdoor activities such as bird watching, recreational
fishing and hiking. Do not cause any disturbance to the breeding
terns.

P The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department has
erected warning notices on known breeding sites to advise
visitors not to disturb breeding terns.

P Do not land on the tern islands during the breeding period, i.e.
from May to September. Terns watching should be performed
on a boat at least 20 meters away from the breeding site.

P Do not get close to the nests, eggs, and chicks of terns.

P Do not touch, take or hurt the eggs and chicks of terns.

p Do not throw or collect stones, make loud noise or use a
loudhailer, light fires or bring along pets to tern breeding sites.

P Do not take or damage any vegetation at or near the breeding
sites.

P Take your litter away for proper disposal. Do not leave fishing
lines, hooks, nets, and other fishing tools on the tern islands.
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Please note: All wild birds including terns are protected in Hong Kong by
Wild Animals Protection Ordinance, Chapter 170, Laws of Hong Kong. Any
person who wilfully disturbs, takes, removes or injures wild birds or their
nests and eggs commits an offence and is liable to a maximum fine of
$100,000 and to imprisonment for 1 year.
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Black-naped Tern (Sterna sumatrana) has white
forehead and crown with black nape extending
through the eyes. It can be seen over the sea and
at coastal area in summer.
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Bridled Tern (Onychoprion anaethetus) has dark
grey-brown upperparts, black crown and nape,
white triangular patch on forehead. It can be seen
over the sea and at coastal area of northeastern
and southern waters in summer.
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Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) has white
underparts with pink, red bill and legs. It can
be seen over the sea and at coastal area of
northeastern and southern waters in summer.
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Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) has grey upperparts
and upperwings, black crown and nape, red bill
and legs. It can be seen over the sea at eastern
and southeastern Hong Kong waters in spring and
autumn.
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Aleutian Tern (Onychoprion aleuticus) has white
forehead, black crown and nape extending through
the eye to base of bill, black bill and legs. It can
be seen over the sea at eastern and southeastern
Hong Kong waters in autumn.
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Greater Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii) has
a large yellow bill with black crest. It can be
occasionally seen over the sea and at coastal
area of the eastern and southeastern Hong Kong
waters.
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Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus) has dark upperparts
and white underparts. Adult has white forehead,
juveniles are distinctively blackish with pepper white
colour. It can be occasionally seen over the sea at
southern Hong Kong waters.
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Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) has white forehead,
black crown and nape, and a yellow bill with black
tip. It can be seen in wetlands and at coastal area
of northwest Hong Kong.
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Whiskered Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) has reddish
bill and legs, black forehead to nape, and grey
underparts. It can be seen in wetlands and at
coastal area of northwest Hong Kong in spring and
autumn.
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Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) has a
black cap and forehead, with thick, black and short
bill. It can be seen in wetlands and at coastal area
of northwest Hong Kong in spring.
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Caspian Tern (Hydroprogne caspia) has a black
cap and large red bill. It can be seen in wetlands
and at the coastal area of northwest Hong Kong
in spring.
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White-winged Tern (Chlidonias leucopterus) has
black body with grey upper wings, red legs, and
reddish black bill. It can be seen in wetlands and
at the coastal area of northwest Hong Kong in

spring.

Please Protect Terns
and Their Breeding Sites o

Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department
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Terns

Terns are seabirds of small to medium-sized seabird with long
forked tail. Most species have grey upperparts and wings, black
crown, and white breast, belly and underwings. There are 44 species
in the world. They are cosmopolitan, typically marine and coastal,
but some species live in inland waters. They mainly feed on small
fishes and aerial insects.
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'“\ Terns in Hong Kong
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12 species of terns are recorded in Hong Kong. Seven species
including Whiskered Tern, White-winged Tern, Gull-billed Tern,
Caspian Tern, Common Tern, Aleutian Tern, and Little Tern are
passage migrants in spring or autumn. Roseate Tern, Black-naped
Tern and Bridled Tern are summer visitors and breed in Hong Kong.
Sooty Tern and Greater Crested Tern are rare migrants in Hong Kong
waters during spring and autumn.
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Breeding terns in Hong Kong
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During the summer months from May to

° Ik September, Roseate Tern, Black-naped Tern

and Bridled Tern regularly come to breed on the

small and remote rocky islands in eastern and southern of Hong

Kong waters. In the last 10 years between 2001 and 2010, summer

population of the 3 tern species at these breeding sites ranged at
270 to 990, or 570 on average.

ZH Counts
1000

800

600 \
400 ';

200

2>
0 \//\A,_/

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

F Year
| | .
HRESE B 1B BRI WAL AES

Total Tern Counts Bridled Tern Black-naped Tern Roseate Tern

Effects on tern eggs and chicks
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You can help to reduce _
human disturbance

RUSEENARTESUABEAYE  JREHEEX
TRH  KRHERY  ERENTRSEBREASTBE
7 o

Prolonged and repeated human disturbance to breeding terns may
reduce their breeding success and summer population. This may
eventually result in site abandonment.
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Effects on adult terns
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Disturbing courtship behavior Increasing food
and decreasing nest density requirements
KBLERTEME v v
BE  ZENMHASAER BMEREN HISsfE R
ZIAT  HZRHEE Increasing predation Decreasing body
(BlaEE)EE pressure condition

Increasing exposure to
thermal stress and their EMEENEMLRE
natural predators REZENHT
(e.g. Peregrine Falcon) Increasing intra and
when the parents are forced inter-species competition

to leave the nest
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breeding success rate
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> Reducing population
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Colony desertion /
Site abandonment
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Codes for protecting and
watching terns
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