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S Red Palm Weevil Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Oliv.)
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Quarantine status A serious pest on palms in many tropical areas.
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Host plant Phoenix canariensis (Canary date palm), Elaeis guineensis (oil palm), Roystonea regia (royal palm), Cocos nucifera
(coconut), Phoenix dactylifera (date palm) and other palms.
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Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Laos, Burma, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Vietnam, China, Taiwan, Philippines, Malaysia, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea.
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Mode of Spread By movement of infested offshoots, young and adult palms.
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Because of the concealed nature of the larvae, symptoms are difficult to detect until late in mfestatlon Eradication of
infested plants is thus the most appropriate action. As precaution and control at early stages, always maintain good field
sanitation. Insecticides such as Endosulfan (2P92) and Carbaryl (2P38) can be used in crown spraying or trunk injection
at a dilution rate as shown on the product label. Also, traps baited with the Red Palm Weevil aggregation pheromone

(Ferolure+) may be used at a density as recommended by the manufacturer to monitor the pest population.
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Inquiry Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.
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Life history and symptoms
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Larvae form cocoons within
destroyed tissues. Cocoons are
50 - 95mm long, oval shape,
made of brown dried palm
fibers [6]) .
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Adults are dark reddish brown
in colour, usually 30 - 35mm
long with a long prominent
rostrum and six black spots in
two rows on the thorax [1]) .
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damage the crown [5]) .
Symptoms of attack are
initially difficult to detect.

head, fat, oval body
and legless [3]) .
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Adults are attracted to and
aggregate on dying or damaged
parts of palms, and lay eggs in
leaf scars in crown [2] or
wounds on trunk and splitting
barks. Female weevil can lay
250 eggs in her life.
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