Know more about

Organic Farming
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Compostlng is a natural biological process where micro-

organisms break down biodegradable materials to produce a humus-like
substance.The end product of this process is called compost. Composting
is an environmentally sound method of recycling plant and animal wastes.
Not only can it divert these biodegradable wastes from the landfills but
also turn them into useful material which can provide valuable nutrients
and organic matter to the soil, which in turn produces healthy plants that
are better able to resist disease and insect pests.
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Making compost
Organic farmers collect wastes such as livestock manures, vegetable scraps,
corn stalks, weeds, leaves, wood ashes, wood chips or any other plant mate-
rials produced on the farm or from nearby farms and pile them up in an
open area or in a bin.The pile is then turned regularly to ensure that there
is a supply of adequate oxygen to speed up the composting process. It is
also very important to make sure that the pile is just getting adequate
moisture but not getting too wet as it is necessary to have aeration for
speedy decomposition. As soon as the microorganisms begin to work, the
pile will start to heat up and the decomposition process begins to take
place. The effectiveness of the process is dependent upon various factors
such as oxygen, temperature, moisture, the size and combination of the
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Finished compost

Well-made compost is a dark, crumbly, soil-like substance. It does not have
any undesirable odour but with some kind of an earthy aroma. With the
temperature of a compost pile reaching up to as high as 65°C, compost
should be free of harmful pathogens, weed seeds and parasites and it is
considered a relatively safe product for use directly on the soil. Most of the
soluble nutrients which may be found in the raw materials used to make
compost, will have been converted to more stable, organic forms. This

reduces the likelihood of environmental pollution from the use of compost.
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