® Know more about

Organic Farming
7= = (*s2 Mulching
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Mulching film and drip
irrigation prevents weeds
and facilitates watering

M U I Ch i ng refers to the spreading of a protective layer of materi-
als on top of the soil. Instead of leaving the bare soil among the crop plants
for weeds to invade, it only makes sense to apply a layer of mulching to the
soil. Not only is this an

effective way to suppress

weeds it also helps to

protect plant roots from

heat, cold or drought or to

keep the fruits clean (for

fruit bearing crops
such as strawberry,

eggplant,
pumpkin etc,).

Organic farmers usually use biodegradable materials that can be made
available on the farms for mulching. Wood chips, straws or compost are
commonly used as mulching materials. These organic mulching materials
have the added advantage of supplying organic matters and enrich the soil
as they break down. Plastic mulch is another alternative material that can

be used and they are very durable and can be reused over and over again.
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Benefits of mulching
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Prevents weed growth
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Conserves moisture and maintains a more even soil
temperature
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Protects the soil from erosion
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Keeps fruits and vegetables clean




