Frequently asked questions

The following questions and answers are for general reference only.  The answers are subjected to change under different situations for individual cases.  Applications similar to those described in the following may not necessarily be approved.

General matters

1.
Q:
Is it necessary to apply for an activity permit for organizing school picnics or barbecues in country parks?


A:
Permits are not necessary for organizing picnics or barbecues in country parks.  However, if the activities involve fund-raising or are competitive in nature, you have to apply for an activity permit.

2.
Q:
I want to take my wedding photos in country parks.  Do I need to apply for a permit?


A:
Generally speaking, visitors do not need a permit to take photos in country parks for private purposes.  However, if commercial activities are involved, you have to apply for a location filming permit.

3.
Q:
Our company is organizing a fund-raising walkathon, the route of which passes through a small track in a country park.  Do we need to apply for a permit?


A:
Under Section 11(1)(b) of the Country Parks and Special Areas Regulations, anyone who wants to hold any event organized for the purpose of raising funds needs to apply for an activity permit.

4.
Q:
Can I ride a bicycle in country parks?


A:
Apart from those ordinarily resident within country parks or special areas, other people are not allowed to bring, either by riding, carrying or pushing, any bicycle into country parks.  Nevertheless, the AFCD provides a number of mountain bike trails in country parks.  Those who want to ride a bicycle on these designated trails may apply for a permit for the use of mountain bike trails from the Country Parks Division.

5.
Q:
Can I drive a private car into country parks for recreational visits?


A:
Except for those ordinarily resident within country parks or special areas, or public officers on official duties within country parks or special areas, the AFCD will not in principle issue vehicular entry permits to other people for the purpose of travelling, recreation, sightseeing, etc.

6.
Q:
Can I go camping in country parks?


A:
Camping is allowed at designated camping sites but not in other areas within country parks.

7.
Q:
How can I apply for a fishing licence?


A:
You may apply to the Water Supplies Department for a fishing licence.  For enquiry, please call 2824 5000.

Application for activity permits

1.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for an activity permit?


A:
Country parks are for public enjoyment.  Activities held there should avoid affecting other visitors.  Please note the following when applying for an activity permit:



i.
The activities should not cover too large area, involve too many participants or be held in popular sites.



ii.
The activities should not last for too long and should end in the daytime.



iii.
The use of large sound equipment is not allowed in general.



iv.
Under all circumstances, applicants must keep the sites clean and follow the instructions of on-site country park staff.



v.
Permission of the activity does not mean the organizers have the exclusive right to use the activity area.  Country park sites are available to the public on a first-come-first-served basis, and the organizers shall not prevent the public from using the parks.

2.
Q:
What are the application procedures for a permit?


A:
Fill in the application form and attach a map indicating clearly the activity area or route.  Please also specify on the application form whether there is a need for vehicles to enter country parks.  If yes, please refer to the part on application for vehicular entry permits.
3.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for permission to display signs, notices, posters, banners or advertisements?

A:
Applicants should as far as possible avoid displaying signs, notices, posters, banners or advertisements.  If there is a need to do so, applicants must specify the design of the proposed display items and provide information on their size, number and location of display.  Banners or signs may only be hung at the main entrance or the main activity venue.  They should not be hung on trees and the display content should not involve any commercial purposes.  In general, banners should not exceed the size of 1 m X 4 m while signs should not exceed A3 size.

4.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for permission to construct or erect backboards, platforms or shelters?


A:
Country parks are for public enjoyment, and applicants should as far as possible avoid constructing or erecting backboards, platforms or shelters.  If there is a need to do so, this should be indicated specifically on the application form, specifying the design of the proposed structures and providing information on their size, number and location to be erected.  In general, backboards should not exceed the size of 3m X 5m, platforms 2m X 3m, and each shelter should not cover an area exceeding 10m2.
5.
Q:
When should applications for activity permits be submitted?

A:
Applications can be made 6 months in advance of the activity at the earliest.  To allow time for processing, all applications, complete with the necessary information, must be submitted at least 3 working days before the activity day.  For large events, applications should be submitted as early as possible.  No activities shall be held without a permit.

6.
Q:
How can the applicants know whether their applications have been approved?


A:
Successful applicants will be notified by fax or by telephone.  They are required to go to our Headquarters (6/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon) within 5 working days upon notice to pay the relevant fees and collect the permits.  Permission for the applications will be withdrawn if the applicants fail to pay the relevant fees within the specified period.

7.
Q:
What are the fees for permits for various organized activities?


A:


 

    Activities






Fees
	i.
Permit to hold any public meeting or sporting competition, make any public speech or address any public meeting
	$520 for each event

	ii.
Permit to hold any event organized for the purpose of raising funds, whether for charity or otherwise
	$520 for each event

	iii.
Permit to display any sign, notice, poster, banner or advertisement
	$250 

	iv.
Permit to construct or erect any building, hut or shelter or excavate any cave
	$317 for each item


8.
Q:
Can the activity be changed after a permit has been issued?


A:
The activity cannot be changed after the issue of a permit, and all fees paid will not be refunded.  If any changes need to be made owing to bad weather or other reasons, the applicant has to apply again.

9.
Q:
Do applicants only need to apply to the AFCD for activity permits?


A:
The permits only allow applicants to hold activities inside country parks.  Applicants should check for themselves whether they need to approach other government departments such as the Water Supplies Department or the Hong Kong Police Force in respect of the activities.

Application for commercial location filming permits
1.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for a commercial location filming permit?


A:
Country parks are for public enjoyment.  Filming activities carried out there should avoid affecting other visitors.  Please note the following when applying for a location filming permit:



i.
The filming activities should not cover too large an area or be carried out in popular sites.



ii.
The filming activities should not last for too long.  In general, filming should only be carried out in the daytime.  A permit is valid for a maximum period of 6 days.  An organization may apply for permission for location filming for up to 6 days in a month.  Filming on Sundays and public holidays is not permitted.  Applicants should also avoid as far as possible filming on Saturdays when there will be a great number of visitors to country parks.



iii.
Under all circumstances, applicants must keep the sites intact and clean, and follow the instructions of on-site country park staff.



iv.
Permission of the activity does not mean the applicants have the exclusive right to use the filming sites.  Country park sites are available to the public on a first-come-first-served basis, and the applicants shall not prevent the public from using the parks.

2.
Q:
Are there any sites where commercial filming is not permitted?


A:
In general, commercial filming is not permitted in the following sites: Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve, Tung Lung Fort, Ng Tung Chai, Pok Fu Lam Country Park, Tai Tam Country Park, Tsiu Hang Lions Nature Education Centre, Chiu Keng Tam, Shing Mun Fung Shui Woodland, any Site of Special Scientific Interest and any country park management centre.
3.
Q:
What are the application procedures for a permit?


A:
Fill in the application form and attach a map indicating the filming location, together with details on the filming activity or the script.  Please also specify on the application form whether there is a need for vehicles to enter country parks.  If yes, please refer to the part on application for vehicular entry permits.

4.
Q:
Can the date, time or location of the filming be changed after a permit has been issued?


A:
Such items cannot be changed after the issue of a permit, and all fees paid will not be refunded.  If any changes need to be made owing to bad weather or other reasons, the applicant has to apply again.  Any request to amend or change any item on the permit will be regarded as a new application, and the applicant has to pay the permit fee again.

5.
Q:
How can the applicants know whether their applications have been approved?


A:
Successful applicants will be notified by fax or by telephone.  They are required to go to our Headquarters (6/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon) within 5 working days upon notice to pay the relevant fees and collect the permits.  Permission for the applications will be withdrawn if the applicants fail to pay the relevant fees within the specified period.

6.
Q:
What is the fee charged for a location filming permit?


A:
A fee of $250 will be charged for each day of filming.  Each application is restricted to one location in one country park.
7.
Q:
Is filming of explosion scenes permitted?


A:
No.  Filming the following scenes is also strictly prohibited:

· lighting a fire or the use of fireworks, explosives or any pyrotechnic materials
· vehicles (including motorcycles and bicycles) chasing or rallying
· fishing in reservoirs during the off-fishing season (i.e. 1 April to 31 August)
· bathing, washing, swimming or boating in reservoirs or water catchment areas
· stunt acts involving actors jumping from trees hung with wire, and damaging, destroying or felling of any tree or bamboo
· any other behaviour prohibited under the Country Parks and Special Areas Regulations, such as bringing into any country park any cattle, horse, sheep, pig or poultry

8.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for permission to erect props or buildings in country parks?

A:
Country parks provide a natural environment for location filming.  Unless absolutely necessary, applicants should avoid erecting props or buildings there.  Generally speaking, the AFCD does not permit the erection of large items.  If there is a need to erect props or buildings, they should not be erected at night time or affect other visitors, and must be removed immediately after filming.  Applicants are also required to pay a fee for erecting props or buildings in country parks.  To construct or erect any building, hut or shelter or excavate any cave, the fee for each item is $317.

9.
Q:
When should applications for location filming permits be submitted?

A:
Applications can be made 3 months in advance of the filming activity at the earliest.  To allow time for processing, all applications, complete with the necessary information, must be submitted at least 3 working days before the filming day.  No filming activities shall be carried out without a permit.

10.
Q:
Do applicants only need to apply to the AFCD for location filming permits?


A:
The permits only allow applicants to carry out filming activities inside country parks.  Applicants should check for themselves whether they need to approach other government departments such as the Water Supplies Department or the Hong Kong Police Force in respect of the filming activities.

Application for vehicular entry permits

1.
Q:
What should we pay attention to when applying for a permit for vehicles to enter country parks?


A:
There is strict control on vehicular entry into country parks, and applications for such permits will normally not be approved unless such entry is absolutely necessary.  Applicants must fill in the application form, provide copies of the relevant vehicle registration documents and give good reasons for the authorities’ consideration.  Vehicles over 5.5 tonnes are not allowed to enter country parks.

2.
Q:
I want to visit Wong Shek or Hoi Ha by coach.  What are the application procedures for a permit?


A:

Who can apply 



The applicant should apply on behalf of school or organization. Application by individual will NOT be accepted. 



Application procedure 



(i).  Application is accepted for bookings from three days up to three months in advance of the intended day of visit. Permit quota policy applied on a first-come-first serve basis and there is no waiting list. Applicant should call the Sai Kung Country Park Visitor Centre (Tel: 3129 3056) to register first (if quota is available). 


(ii).  After getting the quota through phone, applicant should complete and fax this Application Form to Sai Kung Country Park Visitor Centre (Fax No.: 2792 0973) within three working days.  Organizations should also submit supporting documents (i.e. Business Registration) together with the application form.  Otherwise, the application will be cancelled without notice, and the quota will be replaced by other applicants.  Schools are not required to produce the “Certificate of Registration of a School”, but stamping of school chop is required.  Successful applicants will receive a Confirmation issued by Sai Kung Country Park Visitor Centre.



Conditions 

(i) Application can be made to these destinations only: 

· Wong Shek (Tai Mong Tsai Road & Pak Tam Road) 
· Hoi Ha (Tai Mong Tsai Road, Pak Tam Road & Hoi Ha Road) 
· Tai Mong Tsai Road 

(ii) Authorized person of getting the permit should come to Sai Kung Country Park Visitor Centre between 09:00am to 16:30 on the date of entry.  He or she should bring along the Confirmation together with proof of identity for issuing the permit. 
(iii) The coach should be 16-Seaters or above. 



For enquires, please do not hesitate to contact our staff at 3129 3056.

3.
Q:
What are the application procedures for vehicular entry permits for local residents in country parks or public officers on official duties?


A:
Fill in the application form and attach copies of the relevant vehicle registration documents.



(i)
For local residents, please provide the latest proof of residential address.

(ii)
For public officers on official duties, please provide details on the nature and location of works, and attach copies of relevant approval documents and location map.  For works inside country parks, copies of written approval from the AFCD should be attached.
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