
Procedures and Criteria for Application of Pak Tam Chung Barrier Permit

I.
AUTHORITY FOR APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS
	
For applications submitted by
	Processed and approved by



	i) 
	a) 
	Villagers, residents living beyond the barrier


	District Officer, Sai Kung or District Officer, Tai Po

	
	b) 
	Members of Rural Committee/District Council on official duties

	- Ditto -

	
	c) 
	District Office staff on official duties
	- Ditto -



	
	d) 
	Operators of local licensed restaurants


	District Officer, Tai Po

	ii) 
	
	Owners of EPP Vehicle
	Commissioner for Transport in consultation with District Officer, Sai Kung or District Officer, Tai Po, Country and Marine Parks Authority and Director of Water Supplies (for use of water works Roads)



	iii) 
	
	Taxis (Urban & NT)
	Free access 



	iv) 
	
	Operators of Maxicabs
	Commissioner for Transport in consultation with Country and Marine Parks Authority



	v) 
	
	Government officers on official duties using private cars


	Country and Marine Parks Authority

	vi) 
	
	All other applicants (inclusive of Non-residential owners, developers of land/premises, vehicle operators and contractors, relatives visiting villagers and residents living beyond the barrier)
	Country and Marine Parks Authority
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In addition, the Commissioner for Transport, when it is necessary and when none of the above method is appropriate, may occasionally issue Closed Roads Permits (TD 54) under the Road Traffic Ordinance for vehicular access through the Barrier, such permits should be authorized by officers of the Transport Department.

II. EXCEPTIONS

Readily identifiable government vehicles (bearing “AM” number plates or the logo of HKSAR), military vehicles, public omnibuses of approved bus companies, etc. will be permitted to pass through the Barrier without a permit.

III. APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS

(a) Apart from applying a one-day permit specified in (b) and (c) below, all applications should be made in writing or on the application form and consist of the following information:

(i) reason for the application (with copies of documentary proof wherever necessary);

(ii) period/date(s) for which the permit is required;

(iii) number and size of vehicle(s) to be used and the vehicle registration number(s);

(iv) any reasons why a weekday-only permit or a one-day permit will not meet the needs of the applicant;
(v) any reasons why public transport cannot be used by the applicant.

(b) One-day coach permits
	
For applications submitted by
	Processed and approved by



	(i) 
	Operators of local licensed restaurants which were established before July 2003


	District Officer, Tai Po


	(ii)


	Villagers or residents living beyond the barrier for special events
	District Officer, Tai Po or 

District Officer, Sai Kung


	(iii)
	General Public excluding those in (i) & (ii)
	Country and Marine Parks Authority
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A daily quota of 30 coach permits will be issued by the Country and Marine Parks Authority for bringing group visitors into the country parks. Among these permits, only a maximum of 10 permits will be allowed to access to Hoi Ha each day. For organizations holding special events within the Country Parks which have been approved by the Authority, the Authority will consider to issue absolute minimum number of coach permits if there is a genuine need.


A maximum of 10 coach permits for access to Wong Shek only and 2 coach permits for access to Hoi Ha will be issued each day by District Officer, Tai Po for operators of local licensed restaurants as listed in (i).  For villagers or residents carrying out special events such as funeral, wedding, or ceremony, District Officer, Tai Po or Sai Kung will consider to issue absolute minimum number of coach permits if there is a genuine need.


For applications for a one-day permit to take coaches into Sai Kung East and West Country Parks beyond the Barrier, applicants should submit applications in accordance with the procedures detailed in Appendix 2.
(c) For friend/relative applying for visiting residents and villagers living beyond the Barrier, as well as vehicle operators applying for the delivery of goods to residents and villagers, the villager and resident concerned should on behalf of the applicant apply on the phone to the staff of Sai Kung Country Parks Visitor Centre (Tel. 2792 7365) with the following information:-

(i) name of the friend/relative;

(ii) vehicle registration number;

(iii) date for which the permit is required.

The applicant, if approved, could collect permit on the day at Sai Kung Country Park Visitor Centre adjacent to the Barrier.  Upon issuing the temporary permit, the applicant is required to provide relevant details on a form for our record.  The details provided are treated as confidential and will not be released other than for reference in relation to the Permit application.
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II. GENERAL RULES


The objective of this permit system is to keep Sai Kung East and West Country Parks as free 
from motor vehicles as possible, whilst providing for the reasonable needs of bona fide 
residents.

In order to meet this objective, the application for permit should be processed in accordance with the following rules:-

(i) 
The general public will be expected to use the “In Park Bus or Maxicab Services” for recreational visits.  Permits for recreation will be given only in the most exceptional circumstances;
(ii) 
The number of vehicles permitted for each applicant should be the absolute minimum assessed on a “need-to-have” basis;
(iii) Whenever possible, applicants should be requested to use a single coach instead of several private cars or vans.  In this connection, 30 coach permits are issued daily by the Country and Marine Parks Authority to facilitate schools/organizations to visit the country parks in large groups.  Permits are issued in accordance with the procedures set in Appendix 2;

(iv) Applications for permits from residents, villagers, land/premises owners, or tenants of premises should be considered if the applicants are the registered owner of the vehicles under application;
(v) 
Friends and relative visiting residents and villagers living beyond the Barrier, and operators of vehicles for delivering goods to residents could apply through the resident/villager concerned for a temporary permit, and if approved collect the permit at Sai Kung Country Parks Visitor Centre adjacent to the Barrier;
(vi) Other applicants (especially Government Officer, academic researchers, and businessmen) should usually be granted “Weekday only” and confined to the necessary period.

Country and Marine Parks Authority

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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