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The Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the
Ordinance), Cap. 586, is the local legislation which gives effect to CITES in
Hong Kong*. The Ordinance requires a licence to be issued in advance by the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (this Department) for the
import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of
. specimens of a scheduled species, whether alive, dead, its parts or
. derivatives. The Ordinance also specifies the circumstances under which no
. licence is requwed for trade in certain Appendices II and III species, as well
. as exemptions ‘for specimens of personal or household effects, including
certain tourist souvenir: |tems if they meet specific criteria.
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CI'['Eslypas been implemented in Hong Kong smcg 1976 through the enactment of the Animals and Plants
ei:'tion‘of Endangered Species) Ordlnance, Cap. 187. It was repealed and replaced by the Protection

Endangerétl Spec1es of Anlmqls and Plants Ordina . 586, in December 2006.
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Any person contravening the licensing requirements of the Ordinance
will be prosecuted and is liable to a fine of HK$100,000 and
to imprisonment for 1 year on conviction®.
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If the act was carried out for commercial purposes, the maximum penalties are a fine of five million
dollars and imprisonment for 2 years.
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Personal or Household
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Under the Ordinance, a specimen shall be treated as part of the “personal
or household effects” of a person if the specimen is:

@ personally owned or possessed for non-commercial purposes only;
and

@ worn or carried by the person, included in his personal baggage or
forms part of his household move when the specimen is being
imported, exported or re-exported.
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Exemption from licensing requirement is provided for personal or
household effects if they meet specific criteria, such as:

@ import, export and re-export of personal or household effects which
were legally acquired, except live animals. No exemption is provided
for giant panda and rhinos.

@ possession of personal or household effects except giant panda and
rhinos. In the case of live animals and plants, they must also be
legally acquired.




