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29 January 2026
Dear Sir/Madam,

Amendments to the Appendices of CITES
following the 20th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties

Further to our circular letter no. ES 01/25 dated 2 October 2025 concerning the
proposals to amend the Appendices of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), please be informed that the 20%
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP20) to CITES held in Uzbekistan in
November — December 2025 has adopted some of the proposed amendments to
Appendices I and II'. In addition, CITES Secretariat also issued notifications to amend
the species listed in Appendix III2. This Department is initiating an amendment to the
Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (“the Ordinance”),
Cap. 586 to reflect these changes to the Appendices and shall inform you the details at a
later stage. Please refer to our website at www.cites.hk (under What’s New) or the link

below for the list of the adopted amendments to the appendices:

www.afcd.gov.hk/english/conservation/con_end/files/ES01_26_Annex.pdf

While the new controls will only be implemented in Hong Kong after the
legislative amendment to the Ordinance, the above amendments to the CITES
Appendices shall enter into force on 5 March 2026°. Some countries may implement
the new CITES controls starting from the above effective date, such as adopting relevant
import and export controls over the newly listed species, and require CITES documents

for the related shipments. In addition to the requirementsvunder the Ordinance that are

! For details, please refer to CITES Notification: No. 2026/005.

2 For details, please refer to CITES Notifications: No. 2024/094, 2025/002 and 2025/109.

3 The effective date of the inclusion of Epeirus water frog, pool frog, lake frog, Albanian water frog, school shark,
smoothhounds, gulper sharks and golden sandfish is delayed until 5 June 2027.
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in effect, please be reminded to also observe and comply with the latest requirements of
the relevant countries and regions in relation to CITES when importing/exporting

endangered species. You may seek assistance from this Department where necessary.

The import, introduction from the sea, export, re-export or possession of all
newly scheduled or amended species will be subject to licensing control when the
amendments to the Ordinance come into effect, unless exempted or otherwise specified.
If you have legally acquired and possessed any stock of the newly scheduled or amended

species®, you may complete and return the attached Declaration Form(s) by email, fax

or mail to declare your stock to this Department on or before 4 March 2026 so as to
facilitate the possession, export or re-export of the stock after the commencement of the
new legislative controls. This Department will arrange inspection for the stocks after
receiving the declarations.

If you have any enquiries regarding the above or any comments on the
legislative amendment to the Ordinance, please give us an e-mail at
hk cites@afcd.gov.hk or a fax at 2376 3749, or contact our officers:

For enquiries about animals — Ms. Bo Bo Koh (Tel. 2150 6969)
For enquiries about plants — Mr. Kinson Chan (Tel. 2150 6968)

Yours faithfully,

ZC.

(Timothy LAM)
For Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation

* Please refer to Tables A — C, E and I of the Annex
> On or before 4 June 2027 for Epeirus water frog, pool frog, lake frog, Albanian water frog, school shark,

smoothhounds, gulper sharks and golden sandfish.
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Declaration Form for Stock of Newly Scheduled or Amended Species
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(Except for Epeirus water frog, pool frog, lake frog, Albanian water frog,
school shark, smoothhounds, gulper sharks and golden sandfish )
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Please return to AFCD on or before 4 March 2026

Endangered Species Protection Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD)
Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,

303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon
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Fax: 2377 4413
Email: hk_cites@afcd.gov.hk
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1/ My company am / is in possession of the following stock of newly scheduled or amended species:

#4477 e
BB PRE (dridekic . E2 B, BEHUXSE) Stock Balance
No. Scientific name of species Type of Specimen . . i :
(e.g. dried marine product, live specimen, ) .
Quantity Unit

finished musical instrument etc.)

4+ 2 /Name: % ¢/Signature:

Company name:

Company stamp:

B % 1 pt/
Corresponding address:

& #&/Telephone No.:
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@ E /Fax No.:

p #p /Date:
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Please attach a separate sheet if required and write your name/ company’s name on the top of the additional page.
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Declaration Form for Stock of Epeirus water frog, pool frog, lake frog, Albanian water frog,
school shark, smoothhounds, gulper sharks and golden sandfish
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Please return to AFCD on or before 4 June 2027

Endangered Species Protection Division
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD)

Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
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@ 2Ryt 1 hk cites@afcd.gov.hk Email: hk_cites@afcd.gov.hk
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1/ My company am / is in possession of the following pre-Convention stock of newly scheduled species:

PR PR
B g5 ELE K- (dridekic p . 2 BAEE) Stock Balance
No. Scientific name of species Type of specimen g H =

(e.g. dried marine product, live specimen etc.) Quantity Unit

% t/Signature:

4+ ¢ /Name:

G
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Company stamp:

Company name:

B pt/
Corresponding address:

7 & /Telephone No.: % E /Fax No.: p #p /Date:
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Please attach a separate sheet if required and write your name/ company’s name on the top of the additional page.
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