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Terns are small to medium-sized seabirds with
streamlined bodies, long pointed bills, long and
narrow wings, short legs and forked tails. Most
species of terns are white or light grey in colour. Terns
fly gracefully and they are also called "sea swallows”.
Most species of terns recorded in Hong Kong, €.g.
Common Tern, Little Tern, only pass through or stay
in Hong Kong for a short period. However, Roseate

Terns, Black-naped Terns and Bridled Terns breed in

Hong Kang every May to September. They breed in
colonies on some outlying rocky islands in eastern
and southern waters.
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Since terns only breed on a limited number of
islands in Hong Kong, any human disturbance to
these islands during the breeding season may
have significant impact on the local breeding
population of terns. Human disturbance would
frighten the breeding birds, causing them to
take flight and leave their eggs and chicks. The
eggs or chicks may fail to hatch or die due to
increased thermal stress. Without the protection
from the parents, the eggs or chicks may also be
taken by their natural predators. These would
reduce the breeding success of the terns and
the terns may eventually abanden Hong Kong
as a breeding ground.
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Know \ore about Terns
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The three breeding tern species of Hong Kong
lay their eggs directly on bare rocky ground and
do not build nests with sticks or other materials.
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Bird banding
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Marking the terns with rings and colored flags
could help researchers collect valuable
ecological information of the birds, such as their
migration routes and activity range. If you have
any sighting information of ringed or flagged
terns, please report to the AFCD and contribute
to the conservation of terns.
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Terns feed on small fishes by plunge diving. They
sometimes fly behind boats and catch their preys

stirred up by the engines.
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Differences between a tern and a gull
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Terns and gulls are distant relatives with different
features.
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For the continuous flourishing of terns in Hong Kong, please follow the codes below when having outdoor
activities, such as boat trips, visiting outlying islands, fishing and bird watching, during the terns breeding

season (l.e. May to September):
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Do not land on tern islands.
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Do not feed or bait terns as

this would affect their natural
behavior.
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Do not use drone on or
around tern islands.
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Do not make loud noise near
tern islands.
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The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department has put up notices on some of the
tern islands. Even if notices are not found, please
do net land on places with large number of terns
to avoid disturbing the breeding terns.
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Do not get close to, touch, take or
hurt the eggs and chicks of terns.
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Take your litter away. Do not leave
fishing lines, hooks, nets or other

fishing tools on the tern islands or
waters nearby.
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When watching terns on boats,
please keep at least 20m away from
the breeding islands. Do not scare
the terns.




