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Ecology & Habits
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The total population of wild monkeys in
Hong Kong is about 2,000, they were
distributed in 30 social troops. The existing
species are the Rhesus Macaque (Macaca
mulatta), the Long-tailed Macaque (M.
fascicularis) and their hybrids. They are
mainly found in Kam Shan, Lion Rock and
Shing Mun Country Parks.

Wild monkeys are adapted to different
types of habitats, such as forests,
grasslands, and even urbanized areas.
Although wild monkeys are good climbers
and swimmers, they spend most of their
time on the ground. They feed mainly on
plant materials like leaves, fruits, flowers,
shoots and barks, but occasionally feed on
insects.
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Feeding of wild monkeys leads to problems
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Over the years, due to heavy human
feeding, the population of wild monkeys
in Hong Kong has increased dramatically,
and some monkeys even lose their
instinctive fear of humans. They would
snatch plastic bags, which they have learnt
to associate with food from visitors. This
causes some monkeys to become
habituated to the provision of food from
men, and even create nuisance.
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In Hong Kong, all wild monkeys are
scheduled as protected wild animals under
the Wild Animals Protection Ordinance
(Cap. 170). No person shall, except in
accordance with a special permit, hunt or
willfully disturb, sell, export, have in his
possession or control of any protected
wild animals. Upon conviction, the
maximum penalty is a fine of HK$100,000
and imprisonment for 1 year.
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To help wild monkeys revert to the
countryside for natural food, the
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
Department (AFCD) has prohibited the
feeding of wild animals in the major wild
monkey habitats such as Lion Rock, Kam
Shan and Shing Mun Country Parks under
Cap. 170, since 1999. Any person
contravening the feeding restriction will be
liable to a maximum fine of $10,000 upon
conviction.,
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Wild Monkey Contraceptive Programme
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In order to control the population growth
of wild monkeys, a large scale
contraceptive programme has been
launched by AFCD since 2007. The
monkeys are caught by using a giant
trapping cage, and are then sent to
receive different contraceptive treatments,
including endoscopic tubectomy for
females. According to the population
survey in recent years, the total population
and overall birth rate of local wild

monkeys have experienced a downward
trend.
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Nuisance & Preventive Measures

E%ﬁ’iiﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%”&%lﬁﬁ
EIMIRERRBEER - R
FrlkrEaRRE - _HERHRL/LT#&
It :

o 7RG E A SORIRENY) -
HAERTERREANRY RS
MARIRERR

 XERBFIMULIREER A
Py LE i ) 7 3 A (a0 B s =
BABIIRAR)

e REMITWMERRM - BEE
BEIKANRE @ BeKT2
RER e

’a‘f%%f@ﬁﬂipﬁﬁﬁ% :
Monkeys raiding abandoned rubblsh

I T

Some wild monkeys may stray into nearby
sub-urban residential areas in search of
easy food in abandoned rubbish. In order
to minimize nuisance, the following
measures could be taken:

e Do not feed any wild or stray animals,
as food remains would attract wild
monkeys to scavenge at the residential
areas regularly;

e Manage outdoor rubbish bins properly
or use monkey proof rubbish bins,
such as step-open bins;

e If fruit trees are planted near human
settlement, harvest the fruits as soon
as possible in order to prevent the

monkeys from foraging in the area.
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What to do if you see a stray monkey?
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Do not throw any food
or objects at the
monkeys.
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any wild animals |
their excreta, ]
oroughly with soap |

(including wild monkeys)
please wash y
\::md water immediately.
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When a wild monkey is posing immediate threats to life and
property or is being abused, you should call 999 for emergency
assistance. If you are harassed by wild monkeys, you may call 1823 to
notify AFCD for follow-up actions.



