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Map of Sham Wan Restricted Area, Lamma Island
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Restricted Period: From 1 April to 31 October every year
PRIMMIZEEE - m Y S RE DM E ) R e
Area: Sandy beach at Sham Wan, Lamma Island and inlet of
the sea adjoining the beach
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Unauthorised entry is subject to a maximum fine of $50.000
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The sandy beach at Sham Wan on Lamma Island is the only site in Hong Kong
and one of the few sites in South China Sea at which Green Turtles nest from
time to time. It is an important habitat to the breeding and survival of this species
in the local and regional context.
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In view of the scientific interest of the sandy beach and the nearby shallow water,
the area has become a Site of Special Scientific Interest since 1999. The sandy
beach at Sham Wan was also designated as a Restricted Area under the Wild An-
imals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170). To strengthen the protection of the Green
Turtle, with effect from 1 April 2021, the Restricted Area has been expanded from
the beach to the adjacent waters, and the restricted period has been extended from
five months to seven months (1 April to 31 October) every year.
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An entry permit granted by the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
is required for entry into the Restricted Area. Unauthorised entry is subject to a
maximum fine of HK$50,000. During the restricted period, patrol would be
conducted by the nature wardens to prevent unauthorised entry and to monitor the
nesting activities of Green Turtles.
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Among the 7 sea turtle species in the world, 5 species are recorded in Hong
Kong. They are Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas), Leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea), Olive Ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), Loggerhead (Caretta caretta)
and Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata). Green Turtle is the most spotted and
the only species that breeds in Hong Kong. Sham Wan of Lamma Island is
where they nest from time to time.
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The Green Turtle is named for the green colour of its body fat.
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Adult Green Turtle has a carapace length ranging from 80 to 120 cm and body

weighs about 100 to 200 kg. The carapace is broad and oval-shaped, olive to
dark brown in colour.

HEBEERMEY  c RFEBREEFEKEER  WEERBERIER
B BRATERESHEINYNER K8~ BARNRE - 4R AILLRSEIZAH
INRIRB RN o

Green Turtles are omnivorous. Adults feed mainly on seagrass and seaweed
and occasionally some marine invertebrates such as sponge, jellyfish, squid
and shrimp in coastal waters. Hatchlings and juveniles prefer small marine
invertebrates.
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In Hong Kong, Green Turtle nests from June to October. Mature Green Turtles
travel hundreds to thousands of kilometres from their feeding grounds to the shal-
low waters off the natal beach for mating. After mating, the female turtle comes
ashore at night to make nest and lay 3-7 clutches in a nesting season, with each
clutch laid at an interval of 12 to 14 days. Each clutch size is over 100 eggs. The
same female can only lay eggs once every few years. The eggs are white and
of the size of ping-pong balls. After nesting, the female turtle returns to the sea,
leaving its eggs and tracks on the beach.
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The Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Chapter
586): All species of sea turtles are listed under the Appendix | of the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).
Import, export or possession of sea turtles without permission is liable to a
maximum fine of HK$10,000,000 and an imprisonment of 10 years.

EEREBIE70E «<FEBDRERLD  ETALHE BETE - EF - E
B H R (BRENE)NRRE  EefSRSNEE 0BT RERIF -

Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Chapter 170): All wild turtles in Hong Kong
including sea turtles are “Protected Wild Animals” under the Wild Animals Pro-
tection Ordinance (Chapter 170). Hunting, willful disturbance, possession, sale
or export of sea turtles including their nests and eggs are subject to a maximum
fine of HK$100,000 and an imprisonment of 1 year.
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Before the onset of the nesting season each year, Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department (AFCD) carries out conservation management of the
nesting site. The work includes removal of refuse and unwanted vegetation to
maintain suitable habitats for nesting.
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During nesting season, we patrol in the Restricted
Area (including at sea) to protect the nesting Green
Turtles. We also monitor the situation of the bay and
remove abandoned fishing nets or marine debris.

* REBTETEHBETABSAMALE  BFHEREEHBRS -
AFCD also joins hands with relevant stakeholders to carry out education and
research projects for the conservation of sea turtles.
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To enhance the survival of sea turtles, AFCD carries out artificial incubation of sea
turtle eggs as well as rescues and rehabilitates injured sea turtles where neces-
sary. Hatchlings or recovered sea turtles will be returned to the sea.
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We trust that support and cooperation from the public is of utmost importance in
sea turtle conservation. In this connection, AFCD nature wardens visit villages
on Lamma Island, distribute leaflets and post notices to raise the awareness of
villagers and visitors in protecting sea turtles.
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Participate in garbage removal and weeding activities in Sham Wan to maintain the
nesting ground for the sea turtles.
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Throughout the years, AFCD has been receiving public reports on sea turtle
sighting or stranding. The information can facilitate proper rescue or enforcement
action taken by AFCD. You can report any sea turtle sightings or strandings by
calling 1823.
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