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Proposed expansion of Sham Wan Restricted Area

The sandy beach in Sham Wan on Lamma Island is the only site in Hong
Kong in which endangered Green Turtles nest regularly. Breeding Green Turtles stay
in the waters adjacent to their nesting sites; during this period, Green Turtles are
particularly sensitive to disturbance which may jeopardize their breeding. The
Government is aware that the bay of Sham Wan has become a popular spot for various
activities including boating which may disturb nesting Green Turtles.

Proposed expansion of Restricted Area and extension of restricted period

2. The sandy beach in Sham Wan is listed as a Restricted Area under the Wild
Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170) (the Ordinance) since 1999, with an annual
restricted period from 1 June to 31 October, during which unauthorised entry is not
allowed.

3. To strengthen protection to endangered Green Turtles, it is proposed to expand
the Restricted Area to cover about 98 hectares of waters in the bay of Sham Wan
adjoining the beach (Fig. 1). It is also proposed to extend the restricted period of this
area from five months to seven months each year, i.e. from 1 June to 31 October, to 1
April to 31 October. During this period, unauthorised entry will not be allowed to
minimise disturbance to breeding Green Turtles.

Collection of views

4. You are most welcomed to provide us your views on the proposal by sending
them to naturereserve@afcd.gov.hk or by post to our Department, on or before 30
September 2020. After thoroughly considering the views collected, the Government
will prepare for relevant legislative amendment with a view to implement the proposed
expansion in the next year.
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(W.H. WONG)
for Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
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Figure 1. Proposed expansion of Sham Wan Restricted Area

&y
SHEK PAI WAN

rRe
TUNG O WAN

LB &
"~ LAMMAISLAND

\ >
X ; \.
o swan waw 2
L i
N 3
= X S
S
3 | ’
© \,\
} &
ky
(.
s b,
..... \ .
A\
~ =00
! et Yuen Kok
| w
- ? i 2=
j o
3 il
N -
{ _ o )
& =
=
i -
S
“ai Kok
LEGEND [&#1
% =) ; F —F =3 [—_—| R
A i Restricted Area
o s DI RA I .E. =1 I N
— ——  bHERBS
l ‘ Proposed
''''' Extension Area -
T'SCALE 1 100 000 IL#0 200 ! 0 200 ' w0 600 ok '




