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MARINE APPRELIATION STORY KIT

HOW TO PLAY

This story kit is designed as a miniature theater, allowing parents and
children to interact and create stories together. In addition to the three
marine stories provided below, parents and children can use their
creativity to invent their own stories using the marine animal characters!

To set up the theater:

Follow the instructions to fold and place the dividers inside the box to
create a ‘stage’ that holds the animal characters in place during the play.

To change the background:

Two background cards are included in the box; these can be secured to
the inner cover of the box to change the story setting as needed.

To prepare characters and scenes :

Six die-cut cards featuring marine animal characters and other scene
elements are also provided—please remove them carefully before use.

Samples of Hong Kong marine stories :

For each of the three marine stories, guidance is
provided on which background, scene, and animal
characters to use. Parents can follow the story
outline to help children place the appropriate
background cards, scenes, and animal characters to
complete the story.

BiEEYHEAE MARINE STORIES CHARACTERS

1 F4PEREK Little Chinese White Dolphin

2 FRERBKIEES Mommy Chinese White Dolphin
3 JEEEL Clams

4 )\ Octopus (Starry Night Octopus)

5 JLBX Finless Porpoise

6 #HZEFA Lion Head Fish

7 E %8 Horseshoe Crab (Chinese Horseshoe Crab)
8a /NFB ¥ Little boy

8b /&% Little girl

9 BEBH/GEZDEMKEEIAF

Parents/People with shovels and buckets
10 EEE Wwarden
11 28B4 Plastic bag
12 #BRBIKHE Plastic bottle
13 /MR Little Shrimp (Hingebeak Shrimp)
14 /R Clownfish
15 JE75 BHEEEE Fiddler Crab
16 B 7K} Jellyfish (Moon Jelly)
17 /B85 Seahorse

18 BZ7E%E Swimming Crab

19 HER A Butterflyfish

20 BEFAHREA Staghorn Coral

21 EEEA48 Abandoned fishing net

22 REMEBE Sea Star

23 GBI Grouper (Yellow Grouper)

24 7BfE Sea Urchin

25 KEZ M Boxfish

26 BEMIA Moon Wrasse

27 8% SeaTurtle

A Z/KE Shallow Water

% 7K& Deeper Sea

Vb Sandy area

YDHE Nice sandflat

ffaim 7 $ZEA9 D EE sandflat with many big holes
F1 AT Mangrove

F2 411 Mangrove

G BEAMAEEE Staghorn coral community
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MARINE APPRELIATION STORY KIT

ITEMS

A+1+2

B+1+2+6

B+1+4

B+1+4

B+1+23

B+1+5

C+1+8+9
C+1+10

B+1+2

GUIDANCE NOTE

REEAEBEZE
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department

NARRATION

One day, a little Chinese white dolphin is following his mommy, learning and practicing his
hunting skills.

Eager to impress his mommy, the little dolphin wants to show that he can chase and catch
fish all by himself. He swims further and further away excitedly into deeper waters, being
unnoticed.

After a satisfying meal, the little dolphin realizes that his mommy is nowhere in sight. He is
lost. Scared and distressed, he calls out loudly for his mommy.

An octopus passes by and asks what happened. The little dolphin explains that he is lost and
searching for his mommy.

The octopus tells him that he saw a big grey "dolphin" in the deeper waters, and he suggests
the little dolphin to search there.

The little dolphin swims into the deep sea, where he meets a grouper. He asks if the grouper
has seen his mommy, but the grouper replies that he hasn't. Instead, the grouper suggests
the little dolphin to try searching in the deeper sea.

The little dolphin swims toward the deeper sea, where he sees a grey dolphin in front. He
swims close by and discovers that it is not his mommy dolphin, but a finless porpoise.

The little dolphin is disappointed, and the finless porpoise comforts him by asking him to go
to the shallow sandy area instead.

As the little dolphin reaches the shallow sandy area, a huge wave suddenly crashes down,
pushing him onto the shore. Young and inexperienced, he struggles to return to the sea.

A little girl/boy passing by notices the stranded dolphin and quickly calls for help. The child's
parents arrive but do not touch the little dolphin, fearing they might unintentionally hurt the
dolphin. Instead, they call the government hotline 1823 for assistance.

After a couple of hours, a team of first responders arrives at the scene. The experienced
rescue team confirms the little dolphin is fit and healthy, then carefully lifts him onto a
stretcher and carries him back to deeper waters, where he is safely released.

Overjoyed, the little dolphin sings and splashes in the water. His joyful movements catch the
attention of his mommy nearby, and at last, he is reunited with her!

LEARNING GAINS

 Lost dolphins may enter shallow waters in Hong Kong » The Chinese White Dolphin’s body color changes as it

for food, mating, nursery, or rest. grows—from grey when young to pink or pinkish-white
» If you see a stranded dolphin, do not touch or disturb in adulthood.
it. Allow it to find its way back to deeper waters * Finless porpoise looks different from the Chinese White

whenever possible.

Dolphin by having a grey body colour, a short snout,

« Instead, call the government hotline 1823 for but no dorsal fin, for both adults and juveniles.

professional assistance.

e Lion-head fish is one of the most favourite food for
Chinese White Dolphins.

e Chinese White Dolphins prefer shallow estuarine habitats
and are mostly found in the western waters of Hong Kong.
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A Precious Home for Horseshoe Crab

ITEMS NARRATION
There is a little horseshoe crab living on a nice sandflat. Every day, he crawls out onto the
D+7 sandflat to feed. Over the years, he has observed many changes—tidal cycles, weather

patterns, and visitors on the shore.

® © ® ® © © ® © © ® © ®© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © o © o ® o o

Today is a hot, sunny day at the start of summer vacation. The horseshoe crab is happy

2 D+7 because this is his favorite time of the year. During low tide in the daytime, he can stay on the

sandflat and enjoy the warm sunlight for hours.

® © ® ® © © ® © © ® © ®© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © o © o ® o o

3 D-+9 Around midday, a large crowd of people arrives the sandflat. They come with shovels and

buckets, ready to dig in the sand for fun.

® © ® ® © © ® © © ® © ®© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © o © o ® o o

4 D+7+9 The horseshoe crab becomes frightened and buries himself under the sand. He crawls as fast

as he can (though still very slowly) toward deeper sand, trying to escape from the crowd.

® © ® ® © © ® © © ® © ®© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © o © o ® o o

Before long, the sandflat is full of large holes. To the people, the holes are just little humps on

E+7+9 the sandflat, but to the tiny horseshoe crab, these act as giant traps, making him difficult to
y g P 9
crawl out once he falls in.
6 E+7+9+ As he moves, he sees many of his friends -fiddler crabs, clams, and sea stars - getting caught
15+22+ 3 by the people. He feels sad watching his home being destroyed.

® © ® ®© ® © ® © © ® ®© © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © © o © © o © o ® e o

While struggling to escape, he accidentally gets entangled in an abandoned fishing net. He
cannot move.

For hours, he sits helplessly on the shore, missing his family, his friends, and his once peaceful
sandflat home.

A little girl/boy passing by notices the helpless horseshoe crab caught in the net and calls his
parents for help.

The parents nearby come to help, carefully freeing him from the abandoned net. Seeing the
harm people have caused, the parents and the little girl/boy realise the importance of

o) E+7+8+ protecting marine life. They promise not to disturb the horseshoe crab’s home, dig sandflat,

8 +21 collect marine creatures, or leave litter on the shore in the future. They gently place him back
to the coastline and watch him slowing crawls back into seawater. At this moment, the little
horseshoe crab is very grateful because he can finally back home.

GUIDANCE NOTE LEARNING GAINS

Young horseshoe crabs live in sandflats until they « Human disturbance is a major threat to horseshoe crabs.
become mature and move to deeper waters. « We should avoid disrupting their habitat and refrain from
They return to the shore to lay eggs, and young collecting marine life to protect shore animals.

horseshoe crabs rely on sandflats for food and shelter.

Excessive clam digging and marine life collection will
cause ecological imbalance.

Abandoned fishing gear can entangle horseshoe
crabs, often leading to their death.

When visiting coastal sandy areas, leave no trace and
avoid disturbing marine animals. Let's protect our
environment together!
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MARINE APPRELIATION STORY KIT

Coral And Her Friends

NARRATION

A+G-+20 In the shallow water, a staghorn coral colony has been living on the same rock for decades.

1
2 A+G+20 Every day, the coral feels bored, as she cannot move like the reef fish and crabs that explore
new areas. She admires their mobility and wishes she could do the same.

One day, a little shrimp rushes toward the coral, terrified. He seeks shelter behind the coral
A+G-+20+
3 13+23 to escape a hungry grouper. After the grouper leaves, the shrimp thanks the coral for
+
her help.

Another day, an octopus approaches and asks if she can lay her eggs behind the coral. The
coral happily agrees, as she loves watching baby sea creatures hatch and grow. She promises

4 A+-G+20+4 to protect the eggs from disturbances. After a month, the octopus babies are hatched from
the eggs and start their journey in exploring the sea.

On a hot summer day, a seahorse passes by and notices that the coral looks pale. The coral
explains that she isn't feeling well because the seawater is too hot.
5 A+G+20+17 Concerned, the seahorse alerts other marine animals, asking them not to disturb the coral so
she can rest and recover. Fortunately, as summer ends and the water cools down, the coral
regains her health and becomes energetic again.

One day, a jellyfish drifts by, and the coral is mesmerized by its graceful movements.

Suddenly, a white “cloth” covers the coral, blocking the sunlight. Thinking it's a prank by

A+G+20+ another jellyfish, she feels frustrated.

16+11+18 A swimming crab notices the coral is in trouble and rushes to help. He removes the white
“cloth”, revealing that it is actually a plastic bag!

Thanks to the swimming crab, the coral is saved.

Although the coral cannot move, she still makes many friends and enjoys her life in the ocean,
7 A+G+20 either helping others, or others helping her. This makes her feel happy and understands
deeply her value in the marine ecosystem.

GUIDANCE NOTE LEARNING GAINS

» Hard corals, like staghorn corals, are animals, « Corals are crucial to marine ecosystems, providing shelter,
even though they look like plants or rocks. nursery grounds, and feeding areas for other marine life.
They have calcified body tissue. o Corals are sensitive to environmental changes such as

O warm water, @low salinity, and ©lack of sunlight,
which can cause coral bleaching. However, when the
environmental conditions return to optimal state, corals
may restore again.

e Marine debris, like plastic bags and abandoned fishing nets,
is a serious threat to coral's survival.
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