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How many species of
stony coarals are found in
Hong Kong waters?

In the heart of the tropical Indo-Pacific, there are
over 200 species of stony corals on a single reef.
Some sites may house as many as 300 to 400
species of stony corals. Under the influence of
local weather, hydrological conditions and
anthropogenic perturbations, Hong Kong supports
only 84 species of reef-building corals from 28
genera. Those coral species can tolerate wide
annual fluctuations in water temperature and
salinity as well as periodic typhoons and
monsoons. The dominant species of reef-building
corals are mainly encrusting or massive faviids
and poritids.
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What is the diversity of other corals in
Hong Kong?

In addition to stony corals, soft corals, gorgonians,
black corals and sea pens are aslo found in Hong
Kong water. 29 species of soft corals from 14
genera have been recorded. In addition, there
are 38 species of gorgonians from 19 genera
found in Hong Kong waters. Gorgonians prevail
in the eastern waters of less variable salinity.
They require a firm substratum for anchorage
and reach maximum abundance at about 20-25M
deep. Six species of black corals from 2 genera
have been recorded in Hong Kong waters. Most
of them are found in the north-eastern waters at
a depth of 10-20M.
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Coral-associated marine life of
Hong Kong

Although there has no reef structure in Hong
Kong, large coral community can provide hiding
spaces, shelters and substrata for other
organisms to settle and grow. Similar to coral
reef, large coral community has also high primary
productivity and therefore can provide numerous
organisms with aboundant food resources. The
coral-associated animals found in Hong Kong
are very diverse. Examples are sponge, sea
anemone, starfish, sea urchin and reef fish.
Some 320 fish species were recorded around
local rocky reefs and coral communities.
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What are the threats to corals?

In Hong Kong and other places in the world,
corals are threatened by:
® Anchor damage

©® Coastal development

® Overexploitation and destructive
fishing practices

@ Inland and marine-based
pollution

©® Extensive recreational use

Why do we need to protect corals?

Local coral communities are important spawning
grounds and nursery grounds for many
commercially significant fishery resources, such
as fish, shrimps, crabs, and shellfish.

Corals and many coral-associated organisms
contain natural products which are important
pharmaceutical resources.

Corals not only deposit limestone and create
beaches, but also protect the coastline and
stabilize the substrata from wave action and
storms. They are extremely important to the
conservation of soil on the coast.

Although giant reef structure could not be found
in Hong Kong, the myriad shapes of corals and
the diversity of coral-associated organisms still

attract lots of local snorkelers and scuba divers.
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How to conserve corals?

The following guidelines will help to
conserve corals in Hong Kong:

Boating

® Do not anchor in coral areas, choose sandy or
rubble seabed instead.

® Use mooring buoys where provided.

® Keep anchoring rope or chain short to avoid
dragging.

Coastal development

® Map the location and distribution of corals in the
areas of concern prior to commencement of
works.

® Plan, control and monitor the
sewage discharge and
sedimentation affecting
coral areas.
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