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The Ffollowing Acrivities ArRe prohibited
wiThin mARiNe parks ANd MARINE RESERVES:

* Unauthorised fishing, hunting, collecting or possessing any wild
animals or plants, or their parts

* Disturbing the eggs, juvenile or the nesting sites of any
protected marine species

* Possession of trawl net, spear gun, explosives, chemicals or
devices using electric charge which may be used for fishing

* Water skiing, jet skiing or water scootering

* QOperating vessels exceeding the speed of 10 knots

* Damaging any shoreline features on a beach, mudflat, cliff or
seabed

* Damaging notices, markers or other installation used by the
Authority

* Obstructing or polluting water body, or discharge of waste

* Unauthorised anchoring or mooring outside the designated
mooring site

* Unauthorised commercial or hawking activities

* Conducting mariculture operation

In addition, swimming, diving and boating are prohibited in
marine reserves

Contravention may lead to a fine of $ 25,000 and
one year imprisonment.

The Country and Marine Parks Authority may, at its discretion,
issue permits to conduct controlled activities such as fishing by
bone fide fishermen or persons who ordinarily resides near a
marine park, and may allow educational and scientific studies.
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THE MARINE PARKS VISITOR CODE

In marine parks, visitors (including SCUBA divers) are encouraged
to appreciate the rich and diverse marine lives, and reminded not
to disturb their habitats. It is important to protect our marine
environment and marine life by the following visitor code:

Do not dig-up the sand and rubbles

Do not hurt or disturb any marine wildlife

Do not litter

Do not anchor outside the mooring sites

Avoid diving in the coral area before you can master your

buoyancy properly

Do not collect any live or dead specimens (it is suggested to

take photos or video as records)

Do not overturn stones and boulders

Do not stand on the corals

Do not pollute water bodies

Respect our marine environment

Listen and follow the advice of Marine Parks Warden

&) Enquiries: 1823

ZEEP e-mail: marineparks@afcd.gov.hk
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Marlne Parks Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
June 2022
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Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong
www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap
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Marine EnvironmenT iN Hong Kong

Hong Kong lies in the southern China and is located in the
northern part of South China Sea. It is adjacent to the Pearl River
Estuary’s freshwater area in the west, while on its east lies the vast
South China Sea. Hong Kong consists of 235 islands and has a
marine area of 1,650 sq. km, accounting for about 60% of the
total area of Hong Kong. The climate in Hong Kong is subtropical,
coupled with that in the east and west sea areas are respectively
affected by oceanic factor and river
emissions, shaping the unique and
diverse marine characteristics and
coastal ecology of Hong Kong.
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Why Need Marine Parks and Marine
Reserves in Hong Kong?

The combination of climatic and hydrographic conditions results in
the formation of a wide variety of habitats for tropical and temperate
marine organisms such as seagrasses, corals, reef fishes and marine
mammals. In order to effectively protect the unique marine
environment and species diversity in Hong Kong, the 4%
o . 1
Government has especially implemented the marine
parks plan for the purposes of conservation,
education, scientific research and recreation. We
wish that through the establishment of marine
parks and marine reserve and through
understanding their objectives, the coexistence
of marine species and humans can be achieved.
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LegislaTion

In 1995, the enactment of the Marine Parks Ordinance (Cap.476)
laid a milestone for marine conservation in Hong Kong. The
Marine Parks Ordinance provides for the designation, control
and management of marine parks and marine reserves. It also
stipulates the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
as the Country and Marine Parks Authority which is advised by
the Country and Marine Parks Board. The Marine Parks and
Marine Reserves Regulation was enacted in July 1996 to provide
for the prohibition and control certain activities in marine parks
and marine reserves.

Definition, ManaGgement and ConTtrol

< A marine park is a relatively large area of sea which can be
set aside for conservation and recreation purposes. In
marine parks, a multiple-use approach will be adopted
to allow activities that are compatible with the
- objectives of marine parks and non-destructive to
" the marine environment such as swimming,
SCUBA diving, canoeing, sailing, underwater
photography to be taken place.

By comparison, a marine reserve is a smaller area of sea but with
high conservation value which is reserved for conservation,
scientific and educational study. Control will be more
stringent in marine reserves. Actually, most of the
activities will be prohibited in marine reserves
and only prior authorized scientific studies
and educational activities will be allowed.




