Codes for visiting coral areas

For all visitors:

» Do not collect, disturb or hurt any marine
organisms including corals;

» Do not touch any corals and other marine life.
Some organisms can be potentially dangerous;

m Do not step on corals while walking along the
coast during low tide;

® Do not feed marine animals;

® Do not litter or pollute the environment;

u Respect our marine environment, learn about the
characteristics of corals, and join and support
marine conservation activities:

= Never anchor your vessel In coral areas;

w Sall slowly and exercise special care In coral areas,
and avold sailing in shallow coral areas.

For snorkellers and divers:
m Make sure all diving equipment is securely attached;

® Check the seabed environment before entering the water to avoid
stepping on corals;
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1 Beginners should practise diving and snorkelling techniques away from
coral areas, and should dive over sand until they have mastered
buoyancy control;

» Proactively seek for improvement in buoyancy control skills;
# Do not conduct any scuba diving training in coral areas;

w Conduct snorkelling instead of scuba diving when visiting shallow
coral areas;

w Check if you are weighted correctly before diving, and practise
buoyancy control away from coral areas;

% Do not rest or stand on corals;

w Constantly check with your companion, and alert each other to any
unintentional impact caused on marine biota;

w Avoid touching anything with your fins and stirring up sediment;
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= Avoid hovering over or leaning on corals when taking underwater
photographs;
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+ Do not swim Into narrow crevices, small depressions and very shallow
water where coral formations are found;

Allow enough turn-around space when diving in crevices or other
semi-open areas;

Do not spearfish;

While bathing on the boat or near the beach, avoid using shampoo or
soap to reduce pollution of seawater; take a short shower and do not
waste water.
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Visiting Coral Areas Codes
for SCUBA Divers and Snorkelers
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Corals in Hong Kong

Hong Kong is located at the northern edge of the tropical
Indo-Pacific region. Neither glant calcium carbonate framework
nor true reef structures can be found in Hong Kong waters. The
reef-building corals in Hong Kong, which consist of 84 species
under 28 genera and 12 families, are usually attached to
boulders and bedrocks, forming scattered fringing coral
communities along the coast. The richest coral communities
prevail in the eastern waters which are sheltered and free from
the influence of freshwater from the Pearl River.

Similar to coral reefs, large coral communities have high primary
productivity and support a great diversity of marine life by
providing them with habitats and food. The coral-associated
marine animals in Hong Kong are diverse. Over 300 fish species
have been recorded around local rocky habitats and coral
communities. Coral areas are also important spawning and
nursery grounds of many commercially significant fisheries
resources, such as fish, shrimps, crabs and shellfish.

Corals are delicate and slow-growing marine animals. They are
sensitive to changes in the marine environment and vulnerable
to all kinds of physical disturbance such as boat anchoring and
recreational activities. Your support and effort in conserving this

important member of our marine ecology are of vital importance.
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What SCUBA divers and snorkellers
should do to conserve corals?

Scuba diving and snorkelling are the most popular ways to
experience and explore the unique and beautiful underwater
world. While deliberate damage to coral communities is rare,
accidental damage by divers can occur. As a responsible
visitor or diver to coral areas, you have the responsibility to help
conserve the corals and associated marine resources so that
other people can also enjoy such precious environment. When
you are appreciating the beauty of the coral areas, please
adhere to the following codes to ensure the sustainability of
corals In Hong Kong.

o 3he 3 34 (= <7
PRENS :
" R  BBRBEED

LY - BEmE

v O7MEMBAEMBELEY
RELYTRERBRE

o RABEE BT
DD ¢

» UZREEFRY

= YD ZRLIBETRBSREE |

" GEBFRE  KEMWSE SRS EEER

" 2EMBERTE

= AMEERABIMVIL - MERIERRT -
BHARERNMAE -

EFBKA LRI KMBKAL :

BREREEKER
" NKRIREBKRRE + DGRBS

= ASSRIFBMIEE 2 RRBKETRFEF BRI
T NBHRIRITEARFR - BIED TBAREX

» BENETNEHEI
= D2 MBAE POEFT K & 7K HIR <
» ERKMHEEBBE - SUEFEXKAEKIEX ;

" BKRl - BREASERBIERE « MBTNEHEIR
RS

o D)2 CISTISUHRR |

« BERENDERSE WREROHTFEESHEEY
BHENERBE

R REERN T IRORRIITEY

¢ BRKERRF  BREMINISHOE S ;

o U2EES MR RR R « 8/ MIFSEERRKE
= BARRSUE MY FRIUKEER - HERHNERRE
» DZ2RRIUAREFRER |

" FEMSETUBRNDOAS RS E Ak LR - DR
IBACSH ¢ BRMBRE - HHAEK -

2013F6H



