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The following AcTivities Are prohibirted
within mariNe parks ANd MARINE RESERVES:

* Unauthorized fishing, hunting, collecting or possessing any
wild animals or plants, or their parts

* Disturbing the eggs, juvenile or the nesting sites of any
protected marine species

* Possession of trawl net, spear gun, explosives, chemicals or
devices using electric charge which may be used for fishing

* Water skiing, jet skiing or water scootering
* Operating vessels exceeding the speed of 10 knots

* Damaging any shoreline features on a beach, mudflat, cliff or
seabed

* Damaging notices, markers or other installation used by the
Authority
* Obstruct waterways, pollute water body or littering

* Unauthorized commercial activities, group activities, mooring
and anchoring

* Conduct any mariculture operation

In addition, swimming, diving and boating are prohibited in
marine reserves

Contravention may lead to a fine of $ 25,000 and
one year imprisonment.

Notwithstanding the above, the Country and Marine Parks
Authority may, at its discretion, issue permits to conduct
controlled activities such as fishing by bone fide fishermen or
persons who ordinarily resides near a marine park, meetings,
group activities, sports competitions and commercial activities.
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The Marine Parks Visitor Code

In marine parks, Vvisitors (including SCUBA divers) are
encouraged to appreciate the rich and diverse marine lives, and
reminded not to disturb their habitats. It is important to protect
our marine environment and marine life by the following visitor
code:

* Do not dig-up the sand and rubbles * Do not litter

* Do not stand on the corals ~ * Do not pollute water bodies
* Do not overturn stones and boulders

* Do not hurt or disturb any marine wildlife

* Respect our marine environment

* Avoid diving in the coral area before you can master your
buoyancy properly

* Do not anchor outside the mooring sites

* Do not collect any live or dead specimens (it is suggested to
take photos or video as records)

* Listen and follow the advice of Marine Parks Warden

B8 Enouiries: 1823
Z EB e-mail: marineparks@afcd.gov.hk
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Marine Parks Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department Dec 2016
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Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong
www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap

ARBAREESF
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department
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Five Marine Parks and one Marine Reserve in Hong Kopg

Marine EnvironmenT iN Hong Kong

Hong Kong lies in the southern China and located in the
northern part of South China Sea. It has a total sea area of about
1650 km? and coastline of about 800 km in length. In the west,
Hong Kong is influenced by the freshwater discharge from Pearl
River while tropical monsoons and oceanic currents ward up
the coastal waters of Hong Kong. Such a combination of climatic
and hydrographic conditions results in the formation of a wide
variety of habitats for tropical and
temperate marine organisms such
as seagrasses, corals, reef fishes and
marine mammals.

Jung Ping Chau
~“Marine Park

IOy ATl
Marine,Park:

BRIESREREE
Cape D’Aguilar
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Why Needs Marine Parks and Marine
Reserves in Hong Kong?

Hong Kong is one of the busiest cities in the world. To cope with
the increasing population and economic growth, coastal
development such as reclamation is inevitable and of growing
importance. Meanwhile, this place is also threatened by the
impacts of sewage discharge, dredging, dumping, 4 i

and other forms of threats such as destructive
fishing. There is a need to protect and conserve
our marine environment for the purposes of
conservation, education and recreation, and
allow our next generation to enjoy a better
marine environment.

LegislaTion

In 1995, the enactment of the Marine Parks Ordinance (Cap.476)
laid a milestone for marine conservation in Hong Kong. The
Marine Parks Ordinance provides for the designation, control
and management of marine parks and marine reserves. It also
stipulates the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation
as the Country and Marine Parks Authority which is advised by
the Country and Marine Parks Board. The Marine Parks and
Marine Reserves Regulation was enacted in July 1996 to provide
for the prohibition and control certain activities in marine parks
and marine reserves.

Definition, ManaGgement and ConTrol

A marine park is a relatively large area of sea which can
. be set aside for conservation and recreation

will be adopted to allow activities that are
compatible with the objectives of marine parks
| and non-destructive to the marine environment
2 “such as swimming, SCUBA diving, canoeing,
sailing, underwater photography to be taken place.

By comparison, a marine reserve is a smaller
area of sea but with high conservation value
which is reserved for conservation,
scientific and educational study. Control
will be more stringent in marine reserves.
Actually, most of the activities will be
prohibited in marine reserves and only
prior authorized scientific studies and
educational activities will be allowed.




