Soko Islands .
ana Their History
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Soko Islands consist of some closely

scattered islands, namely Tai A

Chau, Siu A Chau, Cheung Muk Tau,

Ma Chau and Tau Lo Chau, etc.

Historically, both Tai A Chau and Siu
A Chau were inhabited with Tin Hau

Temple found on both islands. Villagers in Tai A Chau left in
the 1980s when a detention centre for Vietnamese
refugees was being built. Tai A Chau Detention Centre was
once home to thousands of Vietnamese refugees from 1991
to 1996. It was closed in 1997 with all buildings demolished.
Soko Islands since then remain uninhabited.
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THE MARINE PARKS VISITOR CODE

In marine parks, visitors (including dolphin watching groups) are
encouraged to appreciate the rich and diverse marine life, and
reminded not to disturb their habitats. It is important to protect
our marine environment and marine life by the following visitor
code

Do not dig-up sand and rubbles

Do not hurt or disturb any marine wildlife

Do not litter

Do not anchor outside the mooring sites

Do not collect any live or dead specimens (it is suggested to
take photos or video as records)

Do not overturn stones and boulders

Do not pollute water bodies

Respect our marine environment

Watch from a distance, and do not seek to touch, feed or harm
dolphins

Always slow down to no-wake speed, and stop if dolphins
appear directly ahead within 100 metres

Listen and follow the advice of Marine Parks Wardens
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MAJOR MARINE PARKS PROVISIONS

According to the Marine Parks and Marine Reserves Regulation

(Cap. 476A), the following activities should not be carried out

within the marine parks:

» Operation of a power driven vessel at a speed exceeding 10
knots.

» Unauthorised fishing, hunting and removal or taking away any
animal or plant.

» Unauthorised collection of any marine life or resources.

» Obstruction or pollution of the water body or discharge of
waste.

» Unauthorised anchoring or mooring outside the designated
mooring site.

» Unauthorised commercial or hawking activities.

& :f) Enquiries: 1823

EH Email: marineparks@afcd.gov.hk
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Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong
www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap
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South Lantau Marine Park
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Conservation Department
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South Lantau Marine Park

South Lantau Marine Park is situated in the southern Lantau
waters, with a total sea area of about 2067 hectares. It was
designated as marine park in June 2022, with the aim to
help better conserve the Chinese White Dolphins and
Finless Porpoises, their habitats and to enhance the
fisheries resources therein. The landward boundary
generally follows the high water mark along the coastline
while excluding the four inner bay areas of Siu A Chau and
two inner bay areas of Tai A Chau. The boundary is
generally demarcated by yellow lighted buoys at the
periphery of the marine park. Please refer to the gazette
map and explanatory material for the actual boundary. The
maximum speed limit of vessels within the South Lantau
Marine Park is 10 knots in accordance with the Marine Parks
and Marine Reserves Regulation (Cap. 476A).

FZEREBK Chinese White Dolphins
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Core area of South Lantau Marine Park
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Core Area

South Lantau Marine Park is the third marine park in Hong Kong with the
implementation of “Core Area” after Tung Ping Chau Marine Park and The Brothers
Marine Park. A Core Area of about 145 hectares between the Soko Islands in the
South Lantau Marine Park is set up. To further conserve marine and fisheries
resources within the area, fishing activities are prohibited within the Core Area.
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Iicologyof

South Lantau
Marine Park
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South Lantau Marine Park is adjacent to the Southwest
Lantau Marine Park, located in southern waters of Hong
Kong. It serves as an important habitat for Chinese White
Dolphins (Sousa chinensis) and Finless Porpoises
(Neophocaena phocaenoides). The fisheries resources of
Soko Islands is one of the best within southern Lantau
waters, thus it also serves as an important feeding ground
of both species.

SIBKX Finless Porpoises
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