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CODE OF PRACTICE FOR THE SAFE AND EFFICIENT USE 
OF PESTICIDES ON SPORTS 
 
PART I  INTRODUCTION 
 
1.  The purpose of the following Code is to promote the safe and 

efficient use of pesticides and ensure the protection of the 
environment (including indigenous flora and fauna), while 
maintaining good quality turf grass. 

 
2.  The practices detailed in the Code should not be taken as strict rules 

as turf grass management requires a flexible approach to wide 
ranging problems. The Code will, however, be adhered to as closely 
as individual circumstances allow. 

 
3.  This code of practice on the safe and efficient use of pesticides on 

sports turf has been drawn up by representatives from all golf 
courses in Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Jockey Club with 
assistance from the Hong Kong Agriculture, Fisheries & 
Conservation Department. 

 
4.  The code should be periodically reviewed in order to keep it 

up-to-date and effective, taking into account technical, economic 
and environmental benefits. 

 
 
PART II  APPOINTMENT OF COMPETENT PERSONNEL 
 
5.  Management should employ a person trained in the theory and 

practice of turf grass management and maintenance as the 
responsible person who will implement the Code. It is the 
responsibility of the turf grass manager to keep abreast of relevant 
up-to-date information on pesticides. 
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PART III  GUIDELINES 
 
a)  Training 
 
6.  To ensure that pesticides, where needed, are applied safely and 

efficiently, management will ensure that all pesticide applicators 
have received training on basic issues including pesticide 
formulation, application methods, safety measures, effects on the 
environment and operation of application equipment. 

 
 
b)  Storage, Handling and Disposal 
 
7.   Pesticides must be stored in compliance with relevant Ordinances 

and Regulations. In particular, requirements under the Pesticides 
Ordinance, Cap. 133 must be met. Chemicals should be kept in 
secure, well ventilated storage areas with adequate fire control and 
spillage containment facilities.  

 
8.   Management should develop emergency procedures (e.g. action 

plans) for dealing with pesticide personal contamination, spillage, 
poisoning and fire. 

 
9.   A responsible person at the appropriate level should be appointed to 

receive pesticide deliveries and to ensure prompt transport to the 
established storage facility. He will also ensure all deliveries are in 
original, undamaged containers. 

 
10.  Any waste chemicals and/or containers should be disposed of 

through a licensed waste collector in accordance with the Waste 
Disposal (Chemical Waste) (General) Regulations. 
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c)  Planning Pesticide Use 
 
11.   When any turf grass problem occurs, the cause must first be 

correctly identified. If the cause is found to be a pest, non-chemical 
control methods should initially be considered (e.g. hand weeding). 
If these are not applicable, the safest (in terms of human exposure 
and effects on the environment) effective chemicals should be 
considered. When making such decisions, it is recognized that not 
all chemicals registered in Hong Kong are necessarily 
recommended for use in turf grass management. At all times, long 
term effects, as well as short term controls, should be considered 
when selecting pesticides and chemicals should be chosen which 
best fit into an Integrated Pest Management programme. 

 
12.  Once a chemical has been identified, formulation and concentration 

should be selected to maximize effect against the target while 
minimizing risk of affecting non-target organisms and the 
environment. Before any control programme is initiated, the safety 
rules as advocated by the Agriculture, Fisheries & Conservation 
Department in their leaflet on "Safe Use of Pesticides" should be 
considered. 

 
 
d)  Pesticide Application 
 
13.  It is the responsibility of the turf grass manager to ensure that all 

applications of pesticides are in accordance with the product label 
instructions. Following such instructions (which should be in 
English and Chinese) will ensure the safe and effective delivery of 
the chemical to the target. The guidelines laid down in AFCD 
advisory leaflet should be followed and from that, a pesticide 
operation manual be developed, including a checklist of do's and 
don'ts in pesticide use. 
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e)  Protective clothing and personnel health. 
 
14.  Management will provide appropriate protective clothing for 

pesticide applicators and ensure that it is worn when chemicals are 
being handled as recommended on the specific product label or 
material safety data sheet. Management should monitor the health 
of pesticide applicators and arrange proper care for them as and 
when necessary. 

 
 
f)  Posting notices. 
 
15.  As an integral part of the pesticide application process, management 

should post notices informing the turfgrass users of product 
application to the turf prior to the application. Notices should 
include information on the pesticide and where it will be applied. 

 
 
g)  Record Keeping. 
 
16.  Records should be kept on pesticide stocks, analytical data and 

pesticide use. Turf grass managers should also keep reference 
material such as copies of relevant Ordinances, material safety data 
sheets and label information. 
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