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11 January 2005

Plant importers, landscaping firms, properly management companies, horticultural
organizations and related associations in Hong Kong SAR

Dear Sir / Madam,
Pests on Palms — Red Palm Weevil

This department recently reveals the occurrence of Red Palm Weevil
Riynchophorus  ferrugineus (Oliv.) that affects Canary Date Palms (Phoenix
canariensis) newly planted in two construction sites in Hong Kong. These palms
were exported from Australia to Guangdong Shunde of China and subsequently
imported into Hong Kong, The weevil larvae form tunnels in the petioles and upper
trunk. Symptoms are difficult to detect until late in infestation when falling of leaves
and damage to the tree crown tissues have occurred. Other palm species, including
the Oil Palm and Royal Palm, could be host to the Red Palm Weevil. Details about

the Red Palm Weevil can be found in the enclosed fact sheet.

Under the Plant (Importation and Pest Control) Ordinance, Cap. 207 of the Laws
of Hong Kong, this department may direct any person who is the owner or in possession
or custody of any plant infested with plant pest to surrender the plant, destroy the plant
pest or take action to prevent its spread.  To prevent the spread of the Red Palm Weevil
in Hong Kong, you are requested to take the following actions:
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Palms alreadv planted in Hong Kong

1. Check if the Canary Date Palms and other susceptible palm species under
your custody are infested with Red Palm Weevil.

2.  Monitor the pest status through regular inspection on susceptible palm
species or using traps baited with Red Palm Weevil aggregation pheromone
{(Ferolure+).

3. Inform this department at 2150 7000 should you detect signs of infestation
or the pest.

4, Never remove the infested palm trees from the site unless prior consent 1s

sought from this department and proper disposal procedures are followed.

Importation of palms

1. Pay special attention when importing Canary Date Palms or other
susceptible palm species into Hong Kong, particularly from countries
where the Red Palm Weevil is known to occur.  (Please read the section on
“Distribution” in the fact sheet.)

2. Request the exporter to conduct thorough check for the presence of pest
and apply pesticides treatment where appropriate before shipment,

3. Conduct careful inspection for Red Palm Weevil on every palm trees on
arrival. Consult this department in advance when required and inform us
immediately on signs of infestation or pests detected so that we may exert

control in time.

Please help to pass this message to your plant suppliers, business partners or
fellow members involve in plant trading, Do not hesitate to call us at 2150 7000 if you
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have any queries.
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. BRG] Red Palm Weevil Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (Oliv.)
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Quarantine status A serious pest on palms in many tropical areas.
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Host plant Phoenix canariensis (Canary date palm), Elaeis guineensis (oil palm), Roystonea regia (royal palm), Cocos nucifera
(coconut), Phoenix dactylifera (date palm) and other palms.
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Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Laos, Burma, Bangladesh, Cambodia,
Vietnam, China, Taiwan, Philippines, Malaysia, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea.
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Mode of Spread By movement of infested offshoots, young and adult palms.

Qi) FHFE 2 ﬁ“}-{kfi DIV LA WHF\%"‘%’@E{%&E‘[‘&E iRl e Eiﬁﬁ’ﬁwﬂt‘ﬁfﬂﬁlﬁf.ﬂé{%’ > MU ]
Control G 1 NI AR ST AR A R [ RE R iJDfﬁL (2P92) AIPIZ (2P38) =57 i [ EAdt & pib 1= e
per ?ﬁhﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂi%@ RUAEEE RGP IR NS (Feroluret) i JBRTF” N B IEELE‘FEI °
Because of the concealed nature of the larvae, symptoms are difficult to detect until late in mfestatlon Eradication of
infested plants is thus the most appropriate action. As precaution and control at early stages, always maintain good field
sanitation. Insecticides such as Endosulfan (2P92) and Carbaryl (2P38) can be used in crown spraying or trunk injection
at a dilution rate as shown on the product label. Also, traps baited with the Red Palm Weevil aggregation pheromone

(Ferolure+) may be used at a density as recommended by the manufacturer to monitor the pest population.
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Inquiry Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.
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EXTUT TS

Life history and symptoms

DT AR B TR - B~
50 - 95 £ Pw%ﬁw H
Hy < iRk S (6]

Larvae form cocoons within
destroyed tissues. Cocoons are
50 - 95mm long, oval shape,
made of brown dried palm
fibers [6]) .
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Adults are dark reddish brown
in colour, usually 30 - 35mm
long with a long prominent
rostrum and six black spots in
two rows on the thorax [1]) .
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damage the crown [5]) .
Symptoms of attack are
initially difficult to detect.

head, fat, oval body
and legless [3]) .
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Adults are attracted to and
aggregate on dying or damaged
parts of palms, and lay eggs in
leaf scars in crown [2] or
wounds on trunk and splitting
barks. Female weevil can lay
250 eggs in her life.
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