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(Household pesticides)

Household pesticides are usually sold in a very dilute form as
ready-to-use products and are available in shops, drugstares
and superrmarkets. Some examples of household pesticides

include mosguito colls, asrosol insect sprays, rodent baits,

rmoth repellents etc.

Although household pesticides are guite safe
and easy to use, they must be handled with care

& = and In accordance with the label instructions.
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Improper handling of household pesticides may cause

adverse health effects as well as fires and explosions.
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‘Here are some general guidelines for
the safe use of household pesticides

Before using:
@i} Buy only properly packed, labelled and registered pesticides.
@Chooae the nght product for the target pest.
@ Buy no more than yvou need.

When using:

f@”;&lwaya read and follow label instructions.

f@}ﬁwoid direct exposure to the pesticides or any contact
with food,

F@ Do not gat, drink or smoke when applving pesticides.

@ Do not apply more than necessary.

f@” Do not allow children to apply pesticides,

@ Do not apply directly to household utensils or tables used for food preparation.

@ some animals, especially fish are very sensitive to certain pesticides. Avold spraving

animals with these products.

After using:

@ Keep all children and pets away from treated areas where there are pesticide residuss.
@Wash thoroughby with soap and water after handling or using pesticides.
@ﬁalwaya keep pesticides in their ariginal, labelled containers,

J@?Store pesticides away from food and drinks.

@' Store pesticides ina cool, dry place out of reach of children.

@DD not reuse old containers. Dispose of them as
dornestic garbage after using all the contents.

J@ If vou feel unwell after using pesticides, seek medical

attention imrmediately and bring along the label
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| Aerosol sprays - Fire and Explosion hazards )

Aerosol sprays are very common household pesticides used to kill cockroaches, fleas,
tlies, mosguitoes and other pests. There are three main components in an asrosol
spray, namely the active ingredient, the solvent and the propellant In most cases,
the solvent and propellant constitute more than 90% by welight of the product content.

The prapsllant, which is the driving force for the aesrosol, 13 usually made up of highhy
tlarnrnable materials. One of the rmost common propellants 13 liguefied petroleum
gas (LPG). The other components of the asrosol spray, apart from the propellant, may
also be flarmrable. Besides, the aerosol spray 1s packed in a pressurised container
that may explode If exposed to excessive heat

Here are some additional safety tips for you to follow.

@ Do not use excessive amounts of pesticide. The flarmmable vapours can build up
to dangerous levels in a smallenclosed area and may explode.

,@ Do not spray near naked flarme or other ignition sources such O

as stoves, pllot ights and running electrical appliances. 4 .
,@ Do not spray in or on electrical appliances and wall sockets | 3_'__ . _
due to the possibility of shock hazard, \

/@” Do not place asrosol spravs in direct sunlight or near
any heat source. Excessive heat may cause the

containers to explode, »

Alwavs keep aerosol spravs In a cool dry place.
The containers may rust in a damp environment § s

and cause the propellant to leak, which can further A
lead to a fire or explosion, ‘ .:._;:j:-'--:_,_-:-:_
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Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division
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5/F., Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices,
303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.
=ERE Tel. : (852)2150 7007 {#E Fax : (852)2314 2622
\_ #E Web-site : hitp://www.afcd. gov.hk ZH e-mall : afedeng@afcd.gov.hk




