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Guidelines of Ornamental Agquatic Animals and Turtles Disease Surveillance
Programme
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Background
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The Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) has established the
Ornamental Aquatic Animal and Turtles Disease Surveillance Programme which aims at
assisting traders to export ornamental aquatic animals and turtles to the countries
requiring official animal health certificate.
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Local ornamental aquatic animal farms (for ornamental aquatic animals* export only) or
licensed animal traders (for ornamental turtles export to the Mainland only) must comply
with the following infrastructural and managerial criteria before joining the programme
and applying for official animal health certificates from AFCD.
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General Criteria
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Records of the import and export of aquatic animals and turtles should be
established and kept on ornamental aquatic animal farm (farm) or licensed premises
(premises) for readily inspection by AFCD officers;
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Daily operation records should be established to ensure proper running of the
farms/premises. A brief pamphlet on aquatic animal diseases should also be
available to the workers on farms for reference;
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AFCD officers will visit the farms and premises from time to time, during which
relevant operation and inventory records shall be presented for their inspection;
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Movements and mortality records of aquatic animals and turtles should be kept in
the premises and made available to AFCD on request;
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Apply on ornamental aquatic animals:
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5.1 Farms must be examined and checked for aquatic animals health and water
quality by AFCD for a period of not less than 2 years. The inspections consist of an
annual disease surveillance test and an additional test at least 3 months apart but not
more than 6 months as advised by the veterinary officer of AFCD. The tests on OIE
notifiable diseases shall be conducted according to the OIE standards. The
ornamental aquatic animal farms must pass all the tests before qualifying to export
aquatic animals and turtles under the programme. Regular checks shall also be
conducted thereafter according to the mentioned schedule;
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5.2 Ensure that all aguatic animals come from recognized and uninfected suppliers;
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Apply on ornamental turtles:
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6.1 Premises must also comply with the terms and conditions of Animal Trader
Licence and relevant ordinances;
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AFCD may impose further conditions when necessary.
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Infrastructure conditions
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A registered farm/premises shall consist of a primary enclosure, a kind of structure
for keeping ornamental aquatic animals and turtles to a confined space, in structurally
sound condition to prevent disturbance and injury caused by animals outside of the
farm;
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Tanks or pools should be strongly built with their surfaces easily cleaned and
equipped with drainage facilities;
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Tanks or pools should be numbered properly with labels;
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The floor surface of the fish farms/premises should be impermeable, easy to clean and
drain of waste water;
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Suitable drainage facilities shall be provided to drain the waste water;
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The packing premises shall be a roofed and enclosed structure to prevent
contamination from exterior sources. If water is required in the packing process,
ultraviolet lamps or other disinfection facilities should also be provided for
disinfection purpose;

H B F i SO R T

Storage facilities for packing materials and disinfectants should be available;
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A sketch layout of the aquatic animals/turtles holding facilities should be submitted to

AFCD. If there is any alternation for the holding facilities, prior approval must be

sought from the Permit and Certification Section of AFCD;
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No Food aquatic animals/turtles or any animal not under the surveillance programme
is allowed in the premises;
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Apply on ornamental aquatic animals:
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If both goldfish and tropical fish are being kept in the farm, they must be kept in
different compartments of the premises;
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Apply on ornamental turtles:
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11.1 Any pen, cage, compartment etc. should be structurally sound and maintained
in good repair, so as to enable the turtles kept therein to remain clean; easy access to
food and water; move freely and with optimum temperature;
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11.2 If the premises also keep other animals, there must be suitable facilities to
separate the turtles that require certification from AFCD.
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Biosecurity conditions
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All ornamental aquatic animals and turtles imported/exported must be healthy and
free from any clinical signs of disease;
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Disinfectant facilities such as foot bath shall be installed outside the primary
enclosure;
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Isolation and quarantine facilities should be provided for isolating/treating sick
aquatic animals and turtles;
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A quarantine system for newly acquired aquatic animals and turtles should be put in
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place to ensure that the animals exported are healthy. Tank/pool water and tools must
be disinfected or treated if being reused,;
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Quarantine facilities shall be restricted to authorised personnel only. No entry shall be
allowed for unauthorised persons;
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For non-breeding farm, “all-in all-out rule” must be strictly followed,
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There must be a tools disinfection point in the farm/premises;
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Disinfect farms / premises regularly. Sick fish should be isolated / treated under the
instructions of a private veterinarian when necessary. Any use of veterinary drug must
be done by trained staff and well recorded;
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Water for keeping ornamental aquatic animals and turtles must be originated from a
clean and uncontaminated source;
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No Water from the isolation facilities should be reused ;
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Tools and utensils etc. from the isolation facilities should be used in quarantine area
only. They must not be used in other quarantine tanks/pools without disinfection or
treatment;
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All aquatic animals and turtles to be exported shall be isolated from the rest of the
stock in the farms/premises at least 72 hours before export;
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Apply on ornamental aquatic animals:
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13.1 Each consignment should come from the supplier which on AFCD’s record and
should better be covered by an animal health certificate issued from the place of
origin;

13.2 TAE N B FE B RE Rl K AR Bh P saa s K AR BT /K s B2 R 7K DU R
TR

13.2 To minimize the spread of diseases, authorised personnel should not direct
contact with the aquaculture and packing water;
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13.3 Dead aquatic animals shall be removed and recorded at the beginning of each
day. Immediate report must be made to AFCD if there is any abnormal mortalities
and/or diseases;
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Apply on ornamental turtles:
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14.1 Each consignment should be covered by documents from the country of origin,
e.g. animal health certificate issued by the competent authority of export
country/place, laboratory report about salmonellosis, CITES import or export licence;
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14.2 Turtles’ health conditions and adequate supply of food and water should be
checked at the beginning of each day. Immediate report must be made to AFCD if
there is any abnormal mortalities and/or diseases.
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Exportation notes
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AFCD issues official animal health certificates for eligible exporters. Applications
and all payment must be submitted at least 10 working days before the expected date
of examination;
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Exporters must check and ensure in advance that they satisfy all import requirements
of the destination countries/places. Should there be any additional health certificate
conditions to be added, relevant documents and conditions must be provided to
AFCD for consideration. Confirmation must be sought before making any
application;
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Exporters must submit the original invoice, packing list, declaration, (If applicable,

CITES import and re-export licences) together with the consignment to AFCD for

inspection;
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Generally, an official animal health certificate is valid for 10 days from the date of
issue, or a period decided by the destination country/place;
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If an endangered species is involved, the Permit and Certification Section will only
accept the application if a certificate for exporting endangered species has been
obtained;
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Each consignment must be delivered to the AFCD Headquarters 15 minutes before
the scheduled appointment for registration and inspection unless otherwise approved
by AFCD. The exporters must submit the documents (mentioned in point 3 above) in
original for registration. Inspection may have to be rearranged for late comers;
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The packing water (if applicable) must be disinfected while the animal holding
container must be unused or disinfected,
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Apply on ornamental aquatic animals: There must be only one kind of aquatic animal
in each packing bag. Packing bags must be made of durable materials and transparent
that allow easy viewing;
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Apply on ornamental turtles: There must be only one kind of turtle in each packing.
International Air Transport Association (IATA) standard can be used as a reference for
basic package requirements. If plastic box is being used, it must be made of durable
materials and transparent that allows easy viewing;
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The packing conditions should be the same as export;
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No drugs including antibiotics are allowed in any consignment without AFCD’s
approval;
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No insects or other extraneous materials are allowed in any consignment except
activated carbon or other attachments that are approved by AFCD;
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The exterior packaging must carry appropriate International Air Transport Association
(IATA) labels which specify consignment details to facilitate inspection;
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Animal Health Certificate may not be issued and the application fee shall be forfeited
if aquatic animals or turtles are found in poor health during the pre-export inspection.
The above animals may also be sent to the veterinary laboratory for further
examination and testing, and veterinary officer may visit the farm/premises for
inspection whenever necessary. The exporters shall bear all the cost so caused;
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The Department holds the right to postpone or terminate any stage of the inspection
or certification if the exporter fails to follow the guidelines or if any irregularity is
found on site. No refund will be available;
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Enquiries

BEEE: (852) 2150 7072; [E S {H E.: (852) 2375 3563 ; BE [ health cert fish@afcd.gov.hk
Tel: (852) 2150 7072; Fax: (852) 2375 3563; E-mail: health_cert_fish@afcd.gov.hk
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* Exported ornamental aquatic animals usually refer to fresh water species including
tropical freshwater fish, goldfish, koi, ornamental shrimps and ornamental amphibian. No
official animal health certificate will be issue if any species failed the test(s) or not being
inspected.
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Permit & Certification Section
Import & Export Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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