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Problems Caused by Feeding Activities
Environmental Hygiene

| . Risk of Avian Influenza

Avian Influenza, a type of influenza A, is a
zoonotic disease transmissible to humans

through contact with infected birds or =
their droppings. y -
"
T ‘i\\.‘ I can find
, o AS S + 7= in nature {\
2. Fouling of Buildings }4 5 /; L -t V-
Buildings are where feral pigeons {\ . 3 D =
nest and roost. Bird droppings "\-/
could be easily found at places e f;\ {ﬂﬁ;‘% ’W’ \ S
where they congregate, which g{\ S A
affect environmental hygiene. \\ﬁ / } €. o /}#v 2 < - V- £
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& 3. Attracting Pests
Food residue may attract pests
(e.g. rats and cockroaches).
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Reasons why Feral Pigeons Congregate

in Urban Areas Problems Caused by Feeding Activities

Feral pigeon nuisance is a common problem in many cities around
the world. Feral pigeons congregate in urban areas partly because of
their social behaviour, but the most important reason is the feeding
activities by the public.They are not afraid of people and consume
almost any kind of food that human offers e.g. rice, bread, sushi or
even fast food.

Animal Welfare

l. Overweight or
Nutritional Imbalance

Over feeding by the public will easily
cause feral pigeons to become
overweight. In addition, as most of
the food residues are not suitable
for feral pigeons, it may cause
nutritional imbalance.

3. Loss of Foraging
Instinct

Feeding activities will change the
dietary habits of feral pigeons.
They will gradually lose their
foraging instinct as they have no
need to forage for food.

2.0vercrowding
Increases the Risk of

: S 4. Put Them in Danger
Disease Transmission

Feeders usually spread the
food residue on the ground,
therefore feral pigeons get
used to wandering or eating
on the ground (for example,
on the road).This puts them
in danger.

Feeding activities result in over-
breeding of feral pigeons. When
there is overpopulation, the risk of
disease and parasite transmission
among the pigeon population may
increase.
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