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香港特別行政區政府漁農自然護理署  
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 

AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 

（如需中文版本可向本署索取）  

(Chinese version is available on request) 

 

A Guide to the Definition of Pesticide 

under the Pesticides Ordinance (Cap. 133) 

 

Introduction 

1. The manufacture, import, supply, storage and sale of all pesticides in Hong Kong are controlled 

under the Pesticides Ordinance (Cap. 133) administered by the Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation Department. 

 

2. This document aims to provide guidance to pesticide traders to determine whether a product falls 

within the definition of a pesticide under Cap. 133. 

 

Definition of “Pesticide” 

3. Under section 2 of Cap. 133, a “Pesticide” means: 

(a) any insecticide, fungicide, herbicide, acaricide or any substance (whether organic or 

inorganic) or mixture of substances used or intended to be used for preventing, destroying, 

repelling, attracting, inhibiting or controlling any insect, rodent, bird, nematode, bacterium, 

fungus, weed or other form of plant or animal life or any virus, which is a pest; or 

(b) any substance or mixture of substances used or intended to be used as a plant growth 

regulator, defoliant or desiccant. 

Examples are: 

 insect spray  

 weed killer 

 anti-fouling paint 

 moth ball/tablet/hanger 

 rat bait 

 mosquito coil/mat/liquid/repellent patch 

 ant/cockroach bait 
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4. “Pesticide” does not include: 

(a) any purely mechanical device for trapping or catching insects, rodents or other animals; 

Examples are: 

 mouse trap/rodent cage 

 insect pitfall trap/insect vacuum trap 

 cockroach catcher 

(b) any purely electromagnetic or ultrasonic device for the control of mosquitoes, rodents or 

other pests; 

Examples are: 

 insect light trap/ultraviolet (UV) lamp 

 insect electrocutor 

 ultrasonic insect repellent device 

(c) any antiseptic, disinfecting solution or preparation in clinical or sanitary applications that is 

neither specified in Schedule 1 nor in Part 1 of Schedule 21; 

Examples are: 

 clothes/floor cleaning and disinfecting detergent/solution 

 disinfecting deodorizer and sterilization product 

 insect repellent spray/bracelet/lotion/gel/cream/roll-on for use directly on humans 

(d) any pharmaceutical product within the meaning of section 2 of the Pharmacy and Poisons 

Ordinance (Cap. 138) ; and 

Examples are: 

 flea/tick collar 

 veterinary drugs 

(e) any insecticide, fungicide, herbicide, acaricide or any substance (whether organic or 

inorganic) or mixture of substances described in paragraph 3(a) or 3(b) of this Guide, if— 

(A) it is neither specified in Schedule 1 nor in Part 1 of Schedule 21; 

(B) it is contained in an individual package or container and does not exceed 10 g or 10 mL; 

and 

(C) it is used or intended to be used indoors— 

(I) for laboratory research; 

(II) for chemical analysis; or 

(III) as a reference standard. 

 

Disclaimer 

This guide is for reference only and the examples given are by no means exhaustive.  Pesticide 

traders are required to comply with the legal requirements as set out in Cap. 133 and its subsidiary 

legislation. 

 

                                                       
1 For the list of scheduled pesticides, please visit the following website: 

https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/quarantine/qua_pesticide/qua_pes_con/qua_pes_sch_pes.html 

https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/quarantine/qua_pesticide/qua_pes_con/qua_pes_sch_pes.html

