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Agriculture in Hong Kong is undertaken mostly
in the urban fringes. Only 24 square kilometres
of the territory’s 1 100 square-kilometre land
area are currently farmed. About 5 800 farmers,
or 0.17% of the territory’s total work force, are

engaged in agriculture.
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Peach blossom is one of the favourite flowers to mark the Lunar New Year

STATE OF AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY

Agriculture in Hong Kong is undertaken mostly in the
urban fringes. Only 24 square kilometres of the territory’s
1100 square-kilometre land area are currently farmed.
About 5 800 farmers, or 0.17 per cent of the territory’s
total work force, are engaged in agriculture.

The local agricultural industry involves producing
quality fresh food through intensive land use and
modern farming practices. Despite its relatively small
size, the industry produces a substantial amount of
vegetables, poultry and pigs for daily fresh food
consumption. Chicken and pig production (in terms
of body weight) increased by 24 per cent and four per
cent respectively compared to the year before. Local
agricultural production in the previous 12 months was
valued at about $1.22 billion. Statistics on agricultural
production, fresh foodstuff consumption and agricultural
land utilisation are shown in Appendices.

Vegetable crops grown all year round include white
cabbage, flowering cabbage, lettuce and Chinese
kale. Long bean, water spinach, Chinese spinach,
cucumber and several species of Chinese gourd are
produced in summer. Spinach, watercress and
matrimony vine are grown in cooler months.

Flower cultivation has gained importance in recent
years. Gladiolus, lily and chrysanthemum are grown
all year round; dahlia, snapdragon and rose in winter;
and ginger lily and lotus flower in summer. Peach
blossom is grown for the Lunar New Year.
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Secretary for the Civil Service Mr Joseph Wong (left)
seeing for himself the running of the cage washing
machine at the poultry wholesale market
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Farmers looking at the growth of white bitter cucumber



WORK OF AGRICULTURE AND
ADMINISTRATION BRANCH

e To provide basic agricultural infrastructure and
technical support for the development of modern,
efficient and environmental-friendly farming;

e To ensure adequate provision and efficient operation
of government wholesale marketing facilities for
fresh food produce;

e To supervise credit unions and co-operatives and
regulate these bodies through audit and examination
of their accounts;

e To provide general and personnel administrative
support to the department; and

e To assist advisory statutory boards and committees
which advise the department in formulating and
executing related policies.

EERHmEa T E/MN
New type of premium vegetable, white bitter cucumber

PREMIUM VEGETABLES

The department actively promotes the cultivation of
premium vegetables to farmers for better economic
return and to meet the need of consumers. Examples
of well-received new produce varieties are supersweet
corn, coloured sweet pepper, spaghetti squash and
zucchini. Two varieties of vegetables, white bitter
cucumber and garden pea, are introduced to farmers
during the year.

White Bitter Cucumber

A seminar was held in June 2001 to introduce to
farmers a hew type of premium vegetable, white bitter
cucumber. The vegetable, suitable to be grown in
summer, gives high yield and the harvest period
is long.
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Garden pea is one of the new vegetable species introduced to farmers




Garden Pea

REERZENY)
=GOS
Cherry tomato is
successfully
grown in controlled-
environment greenhouse

Garden pea is commonly grown in winter. Most of the garden
pea sold in Hong Kong are imported. To encourage local farmers
to grow new vegetable species to meet consumers’ need, the department
held a seminar in January 2002 to introduce to farmers the cultivation of garden
pea. Garden pea gives high yield and the harvest period is two months long. It is
suitable to be grown in Hong Kong during the cool season.

GREENHOUSE

As a metropolis, Hong Kong has a high demand for different species of vegetables
and flowers of high quality. The hot and rainy summer is, however, not favourable
to the production of high value and quality crops. As a consequence, greenhouse,
which allows the production of premium crops in controlled climatic conditions, has
development potentials in Hong Kong. It ensures stable quality and quantity of crops
with enhanced productivity. Organic cultivation is also best carried out in greenhouse
as plants are better protected from pests, diseases and pollution.

The department is exploring development potentials of various types of greenhouse
at Tai Lung Experimental Station in Sheung Shui, where high value premium
vegetables and flowers such as coloured sweet pepper, cherry tomato and lily cut
flower are successfully grown.
Plans are being made to
introduce to farmers the
potentials of greenhouse
production technology. Three
Newsletters on Greenhouse
have been produced for
distribution to farmers and
uploaded onto AFCD’s website
in the year.

REERESIARE
Greenhouse at Tai Lung Experimental Station
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SUPPORT SERVICES

Agricultural Support Services

The department promotes the return of fallow land not
earmarked for development to cultivation by helping
farmers arrange land tenancy, improving soil conditions,
and providing marketing facilities and farm road access.
During the year, 45 hectares of such rehabilitated
agricultural land were serviced. In addition, the
department had organised 110 meetings, including
seminars, workshops and training courses to promote
farming techniques and post-harvest treatment of
produce. Staff also responded to 1 398 technical
inquiries related to agricultural production or
development.

Agricultural Credit

The department operates the Kadoorie Agricultural
Aid Loan Fund, the J.E. Joseph Trust Fund and the

MESEREHEEED
Members of the public
visiting organic fields

Vegetable Marketing Organisation Loan Fund to meet
the credit needs of farmers. A total of 17.5 million was
lent to farmers during the year, including 80 loans
totalling $3.4 million to crop farmers; 139 loans ($11.2
million) to livestock farmers; 22 1o0ans ($1.4 million)
to pond fish farmers; six loans ($0.4 million) to
mariculturalists and five loans ($1.1 million) to
agricultural co-operative societies.

Emergency Relief Operation

Emergency relief grants are issued to needy farmers
who suffered from natural disasters. Grants totalling
$3.4 million were distributed to 1 007 farmers in
the year.
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