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The 23 country parks and 15 special areas in

Hong Kong cover about 38 per cent of the

total land area. There are four marine parks
and one marine reserve, covering 2 430

hectares.
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Reef fish around Platygyra sp.

INTRODUCTION

To conserve the countryside, some 41 582 hectares, about 38 per cent of Hong Kong's
land area, have been designated as country parks and special areas. All 23 country parks
and 15 special areas are managed for conservation, recreation, education and tourism.
Hiking trails, arboreta, picnic sites, camp sites and visitor centres are provided in the country
parks. About 11 000 000 visitors were recorded in the year.

Marine parks and marine reserves are managed for conservation, recreation, education
and scientific studies. At present, there are four marine parks and one marine reserve,
covering 2 430 hectares. They comprise scenic coastal areas, seascapes and important
marine habitats with interesting marine fauna and flora. Diving, snorkelling, canoeing and
underwater photography are popular activities in marine parks.

Hong Kong's long coastline and marine waters support species of both tropical and temperate
climate. The fresh water from the Pearl River heavily influenced Hong Kong's western waters
but has little impact on the eastern waters which remains largely oceanic. This hydrographic
condition helps explain the diverse marine life forms in Hong Kong, with the presence of
coral reefs in the east and Chinese White Dolphins in the west.
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WORK OF COUNTRY AND MARINE PARKS BRANCH

» To conserve the natural environment through identification, designation and management
of suitable areas as country parks, special areas, marine parks and marine reserves;

» To conserve important marine fauna and flora such as Chinese White Dolphins, Finless
Porpoises and coral reefs;

» To promote hature appreciation through publicity and educational activities; and

 To carry out maintenance inspections and works to man-made slopes adjacent to country
park facilities.

TREE PLANTING AND ENHANCEMENT OF HABITAT

Tree Planting

Over 790 000 seedlings were planted in 2001-02, as compared to some 643 000 in 2000-01.
More native species, such as Machilus oreophila, Castanopsis fissa, Liquidambar
formosana have been planted to enrich the diversity of habitats for native animals. Native
species constituted 38 per cent of total seedlings planted five years ago and the percentage
has increased to 58 per cent this year.

The AFCD launched a joint project "Native is the Best" in March 2002 with the University of
Hong Kong and Kadoorie Farm & Botanic Garden. The project would examine the growth
of different native tree species and the effectiveness of different planting methods, and
explore the feasibility of building up an Eco-corridor at Middle Gap, Aberdeen.

Bird Nest Box
Some birds such as Owls, Great Tits and Magpie Robins,
have to build their nests in tree holes but may have difficulty
in finding them for nesting in Hong Kong. Thus, nest
boxes of different sizes and shapes are hung on trees
for these birds. More than 600 nest boxes were provided

in various country parks in the year.

EHRENALLENS
Baby Great Tits at a nest box
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Legislator Mr Lo Wing-lok (first
from right) and former Director
Mrs Lessie Wei (third from right)
officiating at the International
Hiking Days
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ECO-EXPLORATION

A campaign was launched to enhance public awareness on conservation of the natural
environment to mark the designation of the year 2002 as International Year of Eco-tourism
and International Year of Mountains by the United Nations. The campaign covered hiking
activities and publication of books on nature conservation.

Hiking Activities

The International Hiking Days were held at Sai Kung Country Parks in early December 2001,

with overseas hiking groups joining thousands of local hikers. To promote "Hiking is Fun",
12 hiking trails of different lengths and levels of difficulty in various country parks were
identified. Over 12 000 hikers participated in the event from January to March 2002. Thirty
Country Parks Ambassadors were mobilised to assist hikers along the trails.
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Eco-exploration
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Typhoon Dragonfly is one of the
species introduced in Eco-diary

Tai Po Kau Outdoor Study Centre

Located at Tai Po Kau Nature Reserve, the Outdoor Study Centre was originally
an abandoned orchard but has now become a habitat for parasitic plants,
butterflies, birds and insects. The department has enriched the centre with new
plants and interpretive facilities to help visitors learn more about the nature. Opened
in November 2001, the centre has been offering guided tours for students.

Eco-diary

"Eco-diary" is a lively descriptive photo album of local animals, plants, insects and birds collected
by country park wardens during their daily patrols. It serves as a database of Hong Kong's nature
resources. Starting from August 2001, over 150 diaries had been presented through one of the
department’s websites (www.hknature.net) and in several local newspapers. This website was
selected as one of the winners in the Ten Healthy Website Contest 2001.

Books on nature education

To increase the public’s understanding of the natural environment, the department and the Friends
of the Country Parks have jointly published a series of guidebooks covering country parks, butterflies,
birds, monkeys, endangered species and villages under the "Eyes on Nature" series. These books
are very popular at country park visitor centres and major bookstores.
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Legislator Miss Choy So-yuk (third from right) and
former Director Mrs Lessie Wei (first from right)

at the Marine Treasures Photo Exhibition



BFERAE
B 18 5 S

_SEFEEMINKEE - RXIEEMREN IR - 5%
EHHFESIEMING - EREEHASEMBEEEELSRET
G1F - DE200ZHRENEAR  RIRBEEE - PUFELPIAIS FEUT
BOAL > EREMBERNSEERE - 5051 BRI
SR BIMIEEREB23.1%E 71.9% 1% - MMIBERRS
B RFERNEERIL BN

REBHRESBOMINEGE - 23 ANEEMHBEERRSH
K PIREHIBOUNELE - RERH IR @ REMNEAZAE
ZEie8 - IRIMBESEIN - ABNET—BSETFBEKS
B8 E— S EZENEIMPEZNERIBEERER -



MARINE CONSERVATION
Reef Check

The Hong Kong 2001 Reef Check is part of a global survey and research programme to
promote sustainable management of coral reefs. Under the coordination of the department
and the Reef Check Foundation, some 200 volunteer divers from local universities, green
groups, government departments and non-government organisations took part in recording
the coral conditions of 19 sites during the two-month survey period. Coral coverage of these
sites ranged from 23.1 per cent to 71.9 per cent with the best coral sites being at Port Shelter
and the northeastern part of Hong Kong waters.

To better protect coral sites in Hong Kong, marker buoys have been installed at areas of
high coral coverage to discourage anchoring such as at Ung Kong Wan of BIuff Island. In
addition to the Reef Check, the department has commissioned a study on underwater survey
in coastal waters of Hong Kong to extend knowledge and baseline information on coral
communities in Hong Kong.
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An adult Chinese White Dolphin with a calf, which is
dark grey in colour
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Products on marine organisms

Conservation of Important Species

The AFCD implements the Conservation Programme for Chinese White Dolphins in Hong
Kong which aims to undertake a long-term monitoring on the distribution and abundance
of the species.

To publicise conservation of Chinese White Dolphins and promote community awareness,
the department launched a website, http://chinese-white-dolphin.net. The site not only allows
public access to useful and interesting information on this marine mammal, but also encourages
people to share their inputs, including photographs, movie clips, drawings or writings. Up
to the end of March in 2002, about 30 000 visitors had browsed this website.

To step up efforts in protecting Finless Porpoises, another resident marine mammal species
in Hong Kong, the department collected sighting information of them during field surveys
for dolphin monitoring. Other conservation efforts for enhancing the continual survival of
Finless Parpoises in Hong Kong are being formulated and a draft action plan would be ready
by the end of 2002.






