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PR %5 Adult wild pig

Ecology & Habits

B 5 (B2 4 A Sus scrofa) AN, Wild Pig or Eurasian Wild Pig (Sus scrofa)
AR AR REEZEMILE)Y) - BX s the largest native terrestrial mammal
FEEEE R E200A T NEERZE in Hong Kong: the adults weigh up to
2K - MM RBEMMAEEANLE 200 kg and reach a body length up to
E - ERCEKIZEE o 4h584) 2m. They have thick and short bristly
HAREBE R SIFEEIEH »  coats of brownish grey to black colour.
G £ e B 21581812 Young wild pigs are born with a coat of
Bk o HEFERBIET - FH{EY]  chocolate and cream coloured stripes
‘ 2 F o along their torso. This pattern fades
- within the first six months to one
year. Adult males have tusks
for fighting.
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Wild pigs are common and widespread
in Hong Kong, especially in the
countryside areas in the New Territories.
They are widely distributed in habitats
like forests, grasslands and farm areas,
etc. Being omnivorous, they use their
nose to sniff out food including roots,
bulbs, and small animals (e.g. insects or
earthworms) living underground.

In general, wild pigs are secretive and
wary of human contact. However, if
provoked or threatened they may
become aggressive and may attack
humans, particularly dominant males or
sows with piglets.

Wild Animals Protection Ordinance
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Under the Wild Animals Protection
Ordinance (Cap. 170), no person shall,
except in accordance with a special
permit, hunt wild pigs and other wild
animals by means of any hunting
appliance such as a live decoy or the
emission of recorded noises, any pitfall,
any arms; or any hunting appliance other
than a hunting appliance approved by
the Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation (the Director), or has in his
possession of any hunting appliance
other a hunting appliance approved by
the Director. Any person who
contravenes the above shall be liable on
conviction to a fine of HK$50,000.
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Droppings and footprints of wild pigs,
and signs of rooting indicate the
presence of wild pigs in the area. Wild
pig droppings may appear as masses of
pellets or in strings of sausage-like
segments. The wild pig’s hoof has
rounded tips which leave crescent
shaped prints in soft soil. The prints of
the dew claws look like two dots.
Rooting is a common food searching
behaviour of wild pigs.
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Negative Consequences of Feeding Wild Animals
including Wild Pigs
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Some people enjoy feeding wild animals
including wild pigs, and some even worry
that the animals are starving in the wild
and need to be fed regularly like pets.
However they may not be aware of the
negative consequences of human feeding
of wild animals, as follows:

1. Human feeding attracts wild animals to
stay and gather in large numbers. The
animals may lose their ability to forage
for natural food, and may even end up
harassing people.

2. Through frequent contact with
humans, some wild pigs are losing their
natural fear of humans and even
become habituated to stray into nearby
residential areas in search of easy food.

3. Food residues from human feeding
would cause environmental hygiene
problems.
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Wild Pig Nuisance
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Some wild pigs intrude into villages and
urban areas in search of food, causing
disturbance and damage of crops and
personal properties. In order to reduce
the nuisance caused by wild pigs,
preventive measures are recommended
as follows:

e Do not feed any wild or stray
animals, as food remains will attract
wild pigs to stray into your area.

e Manage outdoor rubbish bins
properly or use animal-proof rubbish
bins to reduce any possible food
sources for wild pigs.

e Erect sturdy fences to protect crops or
use infrared auto-trigger lightings to
deter wild pigs.
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What should I do if | see a wild pig?
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If you see wild pigs in the wild, you
should keep calm, stay away and
leave them undisturbed.
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Do not approach
any wild pigs,
including piglets.
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If necessary, you may hide behind a

big tree or boulder and wait until the
wild pigs leave before you proceed.
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You must not drive them
away with any object as it is
dangerous to provoke the
wild pig.
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When a wild pig is posing immediate threats to life
and property, you should report to the police by
calling 999 for emergency assistance.
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Contact Us
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If you are disturbed by wild pigs or find any wild pig injured or trapped, or
straying in urban areas, you may call 1823 to notify AFCD for follow-up
actions.
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