Know more about

Organic Farming
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CI“Op Rotation is an integral part of the organic production
system. It refers to the practice of growing a different crop on that particular
piece of land for each growing season. Organic farmers usually divide their
fields into different sections and carefully plan out and rotate the crops to
be planted in each sections of the farm in sequence. A variety of crop types
which are distant and unrelated species in other plant families are usually
selected and planted in succession of others
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Breaks pests and diseases cycle

Insect pests and diseases are usually quite hosts specific. Growing the same
vegetables in the same plot of land will build up the pests and diseases that
continue to thrive on that particular crop. On the other hand, thoughtful
crop rotation disrupts this cycle. By moving the crops around, insect pests
will have a harder time finding their target. Also, organic farmers try to an-
ticipate where and when different pests will threaten their crops, and then
they will strategically adjust crop planting schedules to avoid the likelihood
of a serious infestation.
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Each crop has different nutrient requirements. By changing the location of

the crops, the risk of depleting the soil of specific nutrients can be avoided.
Some leguminous crops like beans and peas etc. will actually add essential
nutrients to the soil as their roots can fix nitrogen from the air.
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Promotes a diverse, healthy ecosystem

A healthier soil ecosystem exists when a variety of crops are grown. Differ-
ent crops promote the growth of different types of soil organisms. This
results in greater diversity in the soil ecosystem and also reduces the likeli-
hood of a pathogen, nematode or fungus from becoming detrimental to

crop growth.




