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refers to the use of living
organisms to control pests.
These living organisms are
the natural enemies of the
insect pests and they mainly
fall into three categories:

predators, parasites and
pathogens. Predators catch
and eat their prey.Some

common predatory arthropods include ladybird beetles, lacewings, carabid
beetles and spiders.
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How to attract natural enemies
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Mixed cropping to increase biodiversity
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Plant a variety of flowering plants with different
flowering periods to provide food (pollen and nectar)
for beneficial insects
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Flowering plants such as mint, dill, parsley, lantana,
milkweed, clover, buckwheat are good choices
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Use plant residue as mulching to provide a habitat
for beneficial insects
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Parasites which are commonly used for pest management include parasitic
wasps and the nematodes. Parasitic wasps are also known as parasitoids.
These wasps do not kill their hosts directly but lay their eggs within the
hosts during a particular stage of the insect. When the eggs hatch, the
larvae feed on the hosts and ultimately kill them.
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Parasitic wasp laying eggs
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Larvae
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Larvae feeding on the pest
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For biological control agents that are pathogens, they mainly refer to the
disease-causing micro-organisms such as bacteria, fungi and viruses etc. As
itis very difficult to use them in its natural forms, they are mostly formulated
as microbial pesticides products that are easy and convenient to use.
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Natural enemies are common

in the natural environment

and organic farmers just need

to know how to attract and

keep the natural enemies

in their system by providing

environmentatonditions

conducive to their survival.

Planting different species of

flowering plants may attract many beneficial insects to the farm.




