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To Whom does the Ordinance Apply?
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The Ordinance applies to all parties, including traders, tourists and individuals, who conduct
activities involving endangered species.
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Endangered species in transit must be accompanied by a CITES permit issued by the CITES
Management Authority of the exporting place at the time of import. During its stay in Hong Kong, it
must be under the control of an authorized officer.

In the case of live animals, this Department must be notified in writing the details about the
shipment at least 3 working days before the date of the expected arrival of the animal. If required,
the Director may, by notice published in the Gazette, specify a number of working days in
substitution for the aforesaid 3 working days requirement in respect of a scheduled species.
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Personal or Household Effects
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Personal or household effects, including certain tourist souvenir items, are subject to exemption

from licensing requirements if they meet specific criteria. For the purposes of the Ordinance,

personal or household effects means a specimen which -

® is personally owned or possessed for non-commercial purposes only; and

® is worn or carried by a person, included in a person’s personal baggage or forms part of a
household move when the specimen is being imported, exported or re-exported.
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How to Apply for a Licence?
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Each licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment

or keeping premises. Application for a licence must be

made in the specified form to this Department, by fax, mail

or in person, supported by documents such as:

- photocopy of import or possession licence issued by this Department or previous CITES export
permit issued by the country of export showing the legal source of the specimen concerned;

- photocopy of invoices or related transaction documents.

Application form could be obtained from this Department or downloaded from this Department’s
website. Normally 2 working days are required for processing an application (5 working days in the
case of import of live animals). You have to pay a prescribed fee when you collect the licence.

The issue of a licence is by no means automatic and shipping or delivery should only be arranged
after the relevant licence has been issued. Licensees must comply with the conditions stated on a
licence. All shipments have to be inspected by an authorized officer upon import or prior to export
or re-export.
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