Examples of commonly
seen pets of

endangered.

- .
anima :

Psittaciformes species, such

as:
Cacatua sulphurea
Psittacus erithacus

Gracula religiosa

Garrulax canorus

Emydidae / Geoemydidae /
Platysternidae species, such as:

Cuora trifasciata

Emydoidea blandingii

Mauremys mutica
Sacalia bealei
Platysternidae spp.

Testudinidae species, such as:

Geochelone radiata

Geochelone elegans

Chamaeleo spp.
Iguana spp.
Pythonidae spp.

Scleropages formosus

Hippocampus spp.
Tridacnidae spp.

Scleractinia spp.
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t is not always easy to know which pet animal or aquarium
species is endangered and controlled by law. If you are in
doubt, please check before you buy.
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The list below is for reference only. For details of all species
under control, please refer to Cap. 586, the Laws of Hong Kong,
which can be downloaded from the website: www.cites.hk of
this Department.

Common Name

(RK) Wisk
CITES Appendix

85 - AHlad Parrots, such as: 1/
I\ B R T Lesser sulphur-crested cockatoo I

IREIR Grey parrot [

na Hill myna [

B8 Hwamei I

IKER - BIa0 Freshwater turtles, such as: 1/l
—ZERRE Three-striped box turtle [

vk 2

Ci)aved ] Blandings turtle I

EIEEKTE Yellow pond turtle [

IRPEXEE Beal's eyed turtle [

YRERaE Big-headed turtle [

fEsR - B0 Tortoises, such as: 171
B ESR Radiated tortoise |

MmELZ%E Indian star tortoise [

BHEEE Chameleons I

TR Iguanas I

By Pythons il
BEOtER Asiatic bony tongue [

BE Seahorses I

B - @R Giant clams I

P e Stony corals I
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Exclude Agapornis roseicollis, Melopsittacus undulates, Nymphicus hollandicus and Psittacula Krameri.
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ndangered species in transit must

be accompanied by a valid CITES
permit issued by the CITES Management
Authority of the exporting place at the
time of import. During its stay in Hong
Kong, it must be under the control of an
authorized officer.

In the case of live animals, this Department
must be notified in writing the details
about the shipment at least 3 working
days before the expected arrival date of
the animal. If required, the Director may,
by notice published in the Gazette, specify
a number of working days in substitution
for the aforesaid 3 working days in respect
of a scheduled species.
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ach licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment or

keeping premises. Application for a licence must be made
in the specified form to this Department, by fax, email, mail or
in person, supported by documents such as:
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photocopy of import or possession licence issued by this
Department or CITES export permit issued by the place
of last export showing the legal source of the specimen
concerned; and
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photocopy of invoices or related transaction documents.
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Application form can be obtained from this Department or
downloaded from this Department’s website. Normally 2
working days are required for processing an application (or
5 working days in the case of import of live animals). You
have to pay a prescribed fee when you collect the licence.
The issue of a licence is by no means automatic and shipping
or delivery should only be arranged after the relevant licence
has been issued. Licensees must comply with the conditions
stated on a licence.
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[ shipments of endangered species have to be inspected by

an authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen in
Hong Kong, or prior to export or re-export out of Hong Kong. To
ensure that clearance is not to be delayed, the importer or his
agent should notify this Department at least 2 working days in
advance to make an appointment for inspection.
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icences issued under the Ordinance do not in any way exempt

the licensee from the provisions of other legislation. The
licensee should also ensure compliance with the requirements
under other legislation, such as the Public Health (Animals and
Birds) Ordinance (Cap. 139), the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Ordinance (Cap. 169), the Rabies Ordinance (Cap. 421) and the
Wild Animals Protection Ordinance (Cap. 170).
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What s CITES?
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ITES aims to regulate international

trade in endangered species to protect
wildlife from over-exploitation. It requires
control over the import, introduction from
the sea, export and re-export of the species
listed in its three Appendices, including their
readily recognizable parts and derivatives.
Since it was first signed in 1973, there are
currently more than 180 contracting Parties.
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ome unusual pets and aquarium species are sought

for its unique and extraordinary appearance or
its rarity. You may not be aware that some of these
animals, such as parrots, tortoises, certain freshwater
turtles, some lizards, Asiatic bony tongue, stony corals
and giant clams, are in danger of extinction because
of over-exploitation. The trade in these species is
regulated under the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

CITES=
Conventionon
International
Tradein
Endangered
species of Wild
Fauna and Flora
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Over 1,000 species threatened with extinction
which are or may be affected by trade.
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Over 34,000 species which, although not
necessarily now threatened with extinction,
may become so unless trade in specimens of
such species is subject to strict regulation in
order to avoid utilization incompatible with
their survival.
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Species which any Party to CITES identifies

as being subject to regulation within its
jurisdiction for the purpose of preventing or
restricting exploitation, and as needing the
co-operation of other Parties in the control of
trade.

How is CITES
implemented in
 Hong Kong?

¥ RNABSIEEEENTBECERER
BBFREEABBALRIMNZIREE
AEE -
Introduction from the sea means to
bring, or cause to be brought, into
Hong Kong directly from a marine
environment that is not under the
jurisdiction of any state.
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he Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and

Plants Ordinance (the Ordinance), Cap. 586, is the local
legislation which gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong. The
Ordinance stipulates that a licence to be issued in advance
by the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
(this Department) is required for the import, introduction from
the sea¥, export, re-export or possession of specimens of a
scheduled species, whether alive, dead, its parts or derivatives.

The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely the
requirements under CITES. For Appendix | species of wild
origin, commercial trade is prohibited. Trade in these species
is allowed only in certain circumstances in accordance with
CITES and must be under a licence. As for Appendices Il and
Il species, a licence is not required for their import except live
specimens of Appendix II species of wild origin, subject to
the production of a valid CITES export permit issued by the
exporting place and inspection by an authorized officer upon
the landing of the specimen. Possession of live specimens of
Appendix Il species of wild origin as well as export or re-export
of any scheduled species must be under a licence.
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ny person contravening the licensing requirements of the
Ordinance will be prosecuted and is liable to a fine of

ten million HK dollars and imprisonment for 10 years on
conviction.
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fyou are a pet trader involved in the import, export, re-export
or sale of an endangered animal, you should comply with the
licensing requirements in respect of the species.

Pt &% APPENDIX I Y& SPECIES

e The import, export, re-export or possession of Appendix
| species requires a licence issued in advance by this
Department.

Commercial trade in Appendix | species of wild origin is
prohibited and this Department will not issue a licence.

A licence will be issued only under certain
circumstances in accordance with CITES, e.g. exhibitions
or scientific research.

Appendix | animals bred in captivity for commercial
purposes from CITES registered farms are treated as
Appendix |l species and therefore subject to the same
control as Appendix Il species of wild origin.
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e The import of an Appendix Il species is subject to the
production of a valid CITES export permit issued by the
exporting place and inspection by an authorized officer
upon the landing of the specimen in Hong Kong. If it is a
live specimen of wild origin, a licence issued in advance
by this Department is also required. Each licence is valid
for one shipment at one time and in one lot.

The export or re-export of an Appendix Il species
requires a licence issued in advance by this Department.
Each licence is valid for one shipment at one time and
in one lot.

The possession of a live animal of wild origin of these
species requires a licence, which is issued for each
keeping premises. For example, a pet shop selling
different species of endangered animals of wild origin
needs to obtain one licence only.

e The import of an Appendix Ill species is subject to the
production of a valid CITES export permit or a certificate
of origin issued by the exporting place and inspection
by an authorized officer upon its landing in Hong Kong.

e |ts export or re-export requires a licence issued in
advance by this Department.

PersonalPets
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he licensing control on endangered species also covers

personal pets. However, exemption from licensing requirement
is provided for personal pets under certain circumstances.

Under the Ordinance, a specimen shall be treated as part of the
“personal or household effects” of a person if the specimen is:

FENEERIFEEENMBARKETAES : R
personally owned or possessed for non-commercial purposes
only; and

o RATED  BOABHOK - RAZHIBETARTES
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worn or carried by the person, included in his personal baggage
or forms part of his household move when the specimen is
being imported, exported or re-exported.

BhSEEREE
Personal pets of live endangered animals
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A licence is not required for their import if the animals were
legally acquired and a valid CITES export permit issued by
the exporting place can be produced upon the landing of the
animal in Hong Kong.
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Their export or re-export requires a licence issued in advance by
this Department.
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For possession, no licence is required but the live animal must
be legally acquired.
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The exemptions mentioned above do not apply to giant panda
and rhinos, or specimens of tourist items which were acquired
by a person outside his usual place of residence and are being
taken into or out of Hong Kong.




