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raditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) has been
widely used for thousands of years with
remedies mainly obtained from nature. Over the
years, many of the animals and plants found in
TCM prescriptions have become endangered due
to habitat destruction or over-exploitation. Tiger
and rhino are the best known examples in this
plight, but many other less well-known species are
also facing a drastic decrease in number.
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o ensure the sustainable use of precious natural

resources, the Protection of Endangered
Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (the
Ordinance), Cap. 586, the local legislation which
gives effect to CITES in Hong Kong, has been
implemented. The Ordinance stipulated that a
licence to be issued in advance by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and  Conservation  Department
(this Department) is required for the import,
introduction from the sea, export, re-export or
possession of specimens of a scheduled species,
whether alive, dead, parts or derivatives (including
medicines).

The control regime in Hong Kong follows closely
the requirements under CITES. For Appendix
| species of wild origin, commercial trade is
prohibited. Trade in these species is allowed only
in certain circumstances in accordance with CITES
and must be under a licence. As for Appendices
I and Il species, a licence is not required for their
import except live specimens of Appendix |l
species of wild origin, subject to the production
of a valid CITES permit issued by the exporting
place and inspection by an authorized officer
upon the landing of the specimen. Possession of
live specimens of Appendix Il species of wild origin
as well as export or re-export of specimens of any
scheduled species must be under a licence.

T

TAERRZEREEIBRFT
EBS%EE ’ j}@*ﬁ/\}%‘u: ©

ny person contravening the licensing
requirements of the Ordinance will be
prosecuted and
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ndangered species in transit must be accompanied

by a valid CITES permit issued by the CITES
Management Authority of the exporting place at the
time of import. During its stay in Hong Kong, it must be
under the control of an authorized officer.

IRETRSIRBYE (BREM RSHER
VB DBEEY) ) B9GE - BINBBTH
BAVTERVETOBIRE -

n case you conduct activities involving endangered

species as Chinese materia medica or proprietary
medicines containing such ingredients, you should
comply with the licensing requirements in respect of
the species.
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o #0 - B0 - BHOAESEBLENMHER | MEMREBNELNEY (PAINRERELS ) - WRBELH
BAZSEHNTTE - BELYBNEEEZEREL - MAZTINASEHLFTBE -
The import, export, re-export or possession of Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived
from Appendix | species of wild origin (e.g. tiger bone and rhino horn) requires a licence issued in advance
by this Department. However, the commercial trade in these species is banned and this Department will
notissue a licence.

o RISk | REXBENMBBEEAATSENYEMEMNEM NEEY) (BINEARSE ) WEEBRE
BEENATLEE - AIRRBHER || OYEMERNOYREE -
Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived from artificially propagated or captive bred
Appendix | plant and animal species, such as costus root, for commercial purposes are treated as things
made from Appendix Il species if there is evidence showing that the species are artificially propagated or
bred in captivity.
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Some species are listed in both Appendices | & II. Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines
derived from these species (such as musk or bear gall bladder) are deemed as Appendix | products unless
there is evidence showing that they are not originated from Appendix | species (e.g. the medicines are
accompanied with CITES export permit showing that the species therein are listed in Appendix Il).
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o EOMER | PBATRBNEMNEY REREOMEZFNTIR(RK) HOKESTS - WRRDBEA
BEERRKKEREASER -
The import of Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived from Appendix Il species is subject
to the production of a valid CITES export permit issued by the exporting place and inspection by an
authorized officer upon the landing of the specimen in Hong Kong.

o HONBLEOM R || WEATRMZENEEY) - INVRIRFTOAZSDHHEFTIE - F—
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The export or re-export of Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived from Appendix Il
species requires a licence issued in advance by this Department. Each licence is valid for one shipment at
one time and in one lot.
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The possession of Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived from Appendix Il species does
not require a licence issued by this Department.

o MEOPFER 11| MREPTRMVEM LY A BRE O RHBR(AN) BOESFEUEMIRE - 1
RIMBEABTBERNRITEREASER -

The import of Chinese materia medica or proprietary medicines derived from Appendix lll species is
subject to the production of a valid CITES export permit or a certificate of origin issued by the exporting
place and inspection by an authorized officer upon its landing in Hong Kong.
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Its export or re-export requires a licence issued in advance by this Department.
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ach licence is issued on the basis of individual shipment or keeping premises.

Application for a licence must be made in the specified form to this Department,
by fax, email, mail or in person, supported by documents such as:

» BNARRARESERRNIM  WABRPVEONETTIBEAR - AN
REHOMEFH(AK) BOESFBERN R
photocopy of import or possession licence issued by this Department or CITES
export permit issued by the place of last export showing the legal source of the
specimen concerned; and
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photocopy of invoices or related transaction documents.
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Application form can be obtained from this Department or downloaded from this
Department's website. Normally 2 working days are required for processing an
application (or 5 working days in the case of import of live animals). You have to pay
a prescribed fee when you collect the licence. The issue of a licence is by no means
automatic and shipping or delivery should only be arranged after the relevant licence
has been issued. Licensees must comply with the conditions stated on a licence.



