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Characteristics of corals

® Coral possesses a fragile calcareous exoskeleton

® Very slow growing animal with growth rate less than
1cm per year in some coral species ;
® Grow at above 10m water depth
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Anchor threat to the coral

e A vessel’s anchor and chain dropping or dragging on
coral

e A vessel grounding when the wind changes or the tide
ebbs

e A chain or rope wrapping around coral and breaking
pieces off
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Functions of the “No-anchoring area”

To protect corals, “No-anchoring area” can be used as an
indicator for the vessel operator to avoid anchoring their
boats inside the “No-anchoring area”. To remind operator
of vessels with considerable size not to enter the “No-
anchoring area” and avoid sailing over any shallow coral
area, as this may cause groundings, damage large area
of corals and the vessel itself. Also remind the divers and
snorkelers, to observe and follow the best

environmental practices when visiting
the coral sites where this area is with
high coral coverage. Novice SCUBA
divers who do not have good [z
buoyancy control skill should also §
avoid diving at coral sites.
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Work of AFCD

Monitor the effectiveness of the coral marker buoys and
promote the existence and functions of the “No-anchoring
area” through education and publicity.
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Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (BSAP) for Hong Kong
www.afcd.gov.hk/bsap

- CORALAREA T %

sa/MTE “ABiEaE” s
Not to anchor in
“No-anchoring Area”
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Location of the “No-anchoring area”

"No-anchoring area" was set up at the eastern and western
sides of Sharp Island, northern side of Shelter Island, Ung
Kong Wan at northwestern side of Bluff Island, northern
side of South Ninpein and northwesthern side of Port
Island, indicated by 4 yellow coral marker buoys marked
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_ Coral Marker Buoy No-anchoring Area Coral Area

with “Coral area Please do not anchor inshore side of this
marker” to mark off areas with high coral coverage and
notify the marine users to avoid using the area for boat
anchoring. The location of which is marked in the map,
close to the shore contains fragile coral communities.
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