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Four major rock types are found adjacent to the reserve.
From the oldest to the youngest, they are the tuffs with
volcanic bombs; granodiorites; porphyritic rhyolites and
basaltic dykes, respectively.

Geomorphologically, the Marine Reserve has typical
exposed rocky shore of south-easterly-directed capes and
headlands in Hong Kong. Its coastal features are the result
of the interaction between prevailing wind, tidal actions
and parent rock. The steep granite coast is rugged and
irregularly stepped, with both up to a metre high vertical
faces and narrow shelves often dipping back to retain
temporary splash pools.
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Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve also provides great
opportunities for educational and scientific studies of this
pristine natural environment. The area is relatively undisturbed
due to the fact that it is protected by a difficult sea inlet and a
restricted access for a telecommunication company on land.
Situated at the tip of the peninsula, the Swire Institute of
Marine Science of the University of Hong Kong is a base for
local marine biology researches. There are formally permitted
experiments and ecological monitoring being conducted in the
reserve and its vicinity, they help to accumulate valuable
baseline information on ecology. Under the Marine Parks and
Marine Reserves Regulation, controls in a marine reserve are
more stringent than in a marine park. Except those permitted
for scientific or educational purposes, water sports and certain
coastal recreational activities, such as swimming, boating,
fishing and collecting any wild animals or plants, are prohibited
in the Marine Reserve. Therefore, citizens who Vvisit the
surrounding land of the Marine Reserve not only oblige to keep
the natural environment clean, but also need to pay attention
to the boundary of the
Marine Reserve and
strictly comply with the
regulation above, they
should not make any
disturbance or damage
to the wildlife, the
ecology and the related
scientific researches in
the reserve.
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The Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve was designated
in July 1996. It lies in the southeastern tip of the Hong Kong
Island. The total sea area of this marine reserve is about
20 hectares. The eastern boundary stretches from
Sheung Sz Mun to the eastern tip of the Cape
D’Aguilar coast, then southwards to the
southeastern tip of Kau Pei Chau. The western
boundary stretches from the rocky headland
opposite the radio transmitting station of a
telecommucation company to the southern tip of
Kau Pai Chau coastline. The landward boundary
generally follows the high water mark along the
coastline.

The Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve is
geologically and geomorphologically diverse.

biologically,
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The flora and fauna within Cape D'Aguilar Marine Reserve are
rich and diverse in species. Its rocky shore biodiversity is high
and typical of Hong Kong. There are also many fascinating
marine organisms inhabit the subtidal environment.

SHEUNG SZ MUN

Lighthouse

EEAL
At SRR R
Swire Institute of
Marine Science of
the University of Hong Kong

N

BEE
HOK TSUI WAN
R (Lobster Bay)
Jetty .
Fogem
KAU PEI CHAU

—EURBRBS TR AREEY

BREEZ (B8 (8] )  EREER
FREEY - ZEAMB - KMH KM
W - FlanfE E M RBHE - TER
ERERR - SRS AESFED
REER - ARBREZ IR IFREM
AETE ZFAZHENAREESHD
BREZESKEGERENWA - 1A
MBEHSE -

A gastropod Strombus luhuanas, propels
itself by leaping instead of crawling, is a
common resident of the reserve.
Various hard corals, soft corals and
gorgonians, such as Tubastrea sp. and
Dendronephthya sp., are found in the
reserve, they provide shelters for many
associated marine organisms. Being a
well-protected and undisturbed area,
Lobster Bay has rich diversity of fish,
including many high-valued species
such as seabreams, snappers and

groupers.
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