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An important pest of Erythrina species and is listed as a quarantine pest in China.
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Ornamental plants including Erythrina variegata L. (Coral Tree), Erythrina variegata var. orientalis (L.) Merr., Erythrina
corallodendron L. (Coralbean Tree), Erythrina cristagalli L. (Cockspur Coral Tree), Erythrina abyssinica Lam., and Erythrina

berteroana Urban.
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Mauritius, Reunion, Hawaii of the United States of America, Singapore and Taiwan.
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By movement of infested erythrina plant.
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The pest causes obvious swellings and gall formation on the leaves, petioles, young shoots and stems. Apart from insecticides like
Malathion (2P125), systemic insecticides like Dimethoate (2P84) and Imidacloprid (2P256) could also be used for effective

elimination of the pest in leaf galls. When applying insecticides, pay attention to avoid phytotoxicity and follow the pesticide label

O

instructions to safeguard the environment and the health of human and animals. Besides using pesticides, proper pruning and
elimination of infested twigs and leaves are required. Infested parts so removed should be wrapped, burnt or disposed of properly.

Good field sanitation and intercropping of non-hosts are also instrumental to an effective control.
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Plant and Pesticides Regulatory Division, Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
5/F, Cheung Sha Wan Government Offices, 303 Cheung Sha Wan Road, Kowloon.
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Morphology, life history and symptoms
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The erythrina gall wasp has a length of 1.0-1.6 mm. Female wasp is larger, dark
yellowish brown in colour with markings on the body, while male wasp is white to

pale yellow in colour. The wasp has a short life-time, comprising of several

overlapping generations within a year.
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REAR Symptoms Erythrina gall wasp
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Leaves, petioles, young shoots and stems are mostly affected. Obvious swelling and gall formation will be seen on infested tissue ( see photos
below ). Severe infestation causes curling of the leaves and young shoots, defoliation and even death of the tree.
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Infested leaves with gall formation Infested shoot with gall formation
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